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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


EARL  TEMPLE. 


My  Lord, 

THE  glories  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  admini- 
ftration  are  the  fuccefles  of  the  war, 
conduced  under  his  aufpices,  ac- 
complifhed  by  the  wifdom  of  his 
plans,  and  the  intrepidity  infpired  by  his  fpirit. 
They  will  fhine  in  the  annals  of  England  be¬ 
yond  the  luftre  of  former  ages.  They  will  be 
eternal  monuments  of  his  amazing  genius,  re- 
folution  and  fagacity.  They  will  prove  him 
not  only  the  boldeft,  but  the  wifdt  mi- 
nifter  England  ever  faw.  To  enumerate  the 
objects  of  our  praile  would  be  to  recapitulate 

the 
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the  tranfadions  of  his  adminiflration.  Such 
a  recapitulation  is  attempted  in  the  following 
fheets ;  but  in  a  manner,  I  fear,  fo  inadequate 
to  the  theme,  that  the  work  muft  derive  its 
only  merit  from  its  fubjed.  Mr.  Pitt’s  beft 
hiftorical  eulogium  will  be  the  plaineft  truth  ; 
nor  can  fadion  or  artifice  fully  the  luftre  of  his 
eminent  fervices.  A  whole  people  are  neither 
to  be  bribed  or  impofed  upon.  Envy  may  re¬ 
vile,  and  felf-intereil  may  feek  to  blacken ; 
but  his  Fame,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  to  blafl 
it,  in  fpite  of  all  the  afiaults  of  low  and  little 
minds,  will  flourifh  while  this  kingdom  or  its 
language  fhall  endure.  He  raifed  the  power 
and  grandeur  of  England  to  the  higheft  fum- 
mit  of  glory  and  reiped ;  he  confounded  and 
defeated  her  enemies  in  every  quarter  of  the 
world  ;  he  ftridly  adhered  to  the  letter  of  her 
engagements  abroad,  and  he  effeded  and  pre- 
ferved  unanimity  at  home.  The  people  daily 
teftify  their  high  fenfe  of  his  many  eminent  fer¬ 
vices,  and  diftinguifh  him  with  an  affedion 
that  does  honour  to  their  gratitude. 

By  the  war  carried  on  during  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  we  gained  all  the  French  fettlements  and 
towns  on  the  continent  in  the  Eaft-lndies ;  Se¬ 
negal  and  Goree  in  Africa  j  Cape  Breton  and 
St.  John’s,  by  which  we  extirpated  the  French 
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from  the  fishery ;  all  Canada,  Guadalupe,  Mar- 
tinico,  Mariegalante,  Defirade,  and  the  neutral 
illands,  in  America ;  baffled  the  mighty  efforts 
of  France  in  Europe  ;  infulted  and  Gripped  her 
coafls ;  burned  her  fhipping  ;  ruined  her  navy 
by  repeated  vi&ories  ;  blocked  up  her  har¬ 
bours  ;  almcft  annihilated  her  trade;  took  Bel- 
leifle,  and  reduced  her  to  bankruptcy.  By 
the  peace,  which  fucceeded  thefe  moft  glorious 
conquefts,  we  reftored  every  thing  in  the  Eaft- 
Indiesj  Goree  in  Africa;  granted  the  French 
an  almoft  unlimited  fifhery  in  America ;  and 
for  the  lofs  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John’s, 
which  were  difmantled,  we  gave  them  the 
iflands  of  St.  Peter  and  Miquelon,  which  ano¬ 
ther  French  king  may  fortify  at  pleafure  ;  we 
reftored  alfo  Belleille,  Guadalupe,  Martinico, 
Mariegalante,  and  Defirade,  together  with  Sr. 
Lucia,  the  only  valuable  neutral  ifland.  Other 
conquefts  were  made  in  confequence  of  his 
plans,  and  they  were  reftored  alfo.  Could  our 
enemies  have  required  more  ?  Ought  they  to 
have  hoped  for  fo  much? — What  then  did  Eng¬ 
land  gain  by  the  honefty,  the  vigilance  and 
wifdom  of  Mr.  Pitt;  the  expence  of  many 
millions,  and  the  lofs  of  many  thoufands  of 
brave  men  ? — Canada,  an  almoft  barren  pro¬ 
vince;  Florida,  a  fandy  defert;  Senegal,  which, 

without 


without  Goree,  does  not  in  the  leaf!  injure  the 

French  Have  trade ;  three  of  the  neutral 

iflands,  which  are  fcarce  worth  our  peopling  ; 

Granada,  which  is  too  unwholefome  to  live 

in  y  and  tnc  Grenadines,  which  no  nation  ever 

thought  worth  poffeffing.  0  may  the  conditions 

of  fuch  a  peace  be  engraved  on  the  tomb  Jlones  of 
its  advifers  ! 

When  Mr.  Pitt  had  reduced  the  French  to 
their  iaft  refource,  and  had  obliged  them  to  leek 
refuge  in  the  affillance  of  another  ftate ;  when 
by  his  mafterly  penetration  he  difeovered  the 
joint  defign,  and  would  have  effectually  fruf- 
trated  it  by  a  timely  and  vigorous  exertion  of 
our  national  power,  he  was  oppofed  in  fo  falu- 
tary  and  necelfary  a  meafure.  Events  foon  jufti- 
fied  the  counfels  which  he  gave.  But  as  he  had 
no  other  motive  than  the  welfare  of  his  country, 
and  finding  he  could  not  promote  that  by  fuch 
measures  as  he  was  convinced  were  right,  he 
Itruggied  not  for  a  continuance  of  employment, 
but  bravely  and  peaceably  re figned.  Your  Lord- 
ship  accompanied  him.  Both  departed  from 
the  helm  of  ftate,  not  like  the  factious  leaders 
of  a  party,  but  the  Haunch  and  glorious  friends 
of  your  country’s  honour  and  mtereft,  and  as 

fuch 


fuch  have,  if  poffible,  become  more  firmly  ri 
vetted  in  the  affections  of  an  uncorrupted  people. 

Mr.  Pitt  s,  and  your  Lordship’s  refigna- 
tions,  were  foon  followed  by  thole  of  the  mod 
worthy  friends  to  this  constitution, who  in  com¬ 
mon  are  fiiarers  of  public  veneration,  and  are 
confidered  as  the  advocates  of  Englilh  interefts 
and  Englilh  liberty.  They  have  been  emi¬ 
nently  d.ffnguilhcd,  as  well  by  effecting  the 
GLORIOUS  REVOLUTION  m  ,638,  which  rc- 
fcued  this  nation  from  popery,  tyranny  and 
avery  ;  as  by  eltablilhing  and  zcaloufiv  fun- 
po.tmg  the  ill uftrious  House  of  Hanover 
on  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  again!!  the  de- 
figns  and  the  efforts  of  the  Tories,  the  Scots 
and  their  Pretender.  They  have  continued  in 
the  fame  confident  conduCt,  juft.f-.ine  and 
efpoufing  the  inters  Ids  and  liberties  of  th  ■  peo 
p  e,  and  fupporting  the  true  dignity  and  honour 
of  the  crown.  They  defeated  the  wicked  re 

belhons  of  a  faithlefs  tribe  in  17,5  and  I?<_ 

and  brought  fomeof  the  instruments  in  t,Cm 
o  tncu  deferved  pumlhment.  «  They  never 

,  flitter  3  klnS  with  more  independency  and 

(  PreroSatlve  than  is  really  his  due, -they 
looner  chufe  to  retire.’  Their  nrinri.d  * 

lntutional  liberty,  always  valuing  and  re/pea. 
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ing  the  voice  of  the  people.  The  condudt  of 
their  enemies  I  need  not  remark  upon.  It  is 
fuflicient  to  obferve,  that  though  Marlborough 
and  Godolphin  were  dripped  of  their  power, 
they  are  Jill  revered  for  their  great  and  immor¬ 
tal  fervices.  Fa&ion,  it  is  true,  might  veil  their 
reputation  for  a  day ,  but  the  glorious  victo¬ 
ries  of  one,  and  the  upright  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  other,  could  never  be  effaced,  and 
the  more  they  were  attempted,  the  more  they 
fhone  with  refulgent  luftre  ;  while  Harley  and 
Bolingbroke,  thofe  heads  of  a  faction  and  a 
Tory  miniftry,are  only  remembered  from  being 
impeached  of  high  treafon. 


I  am, 


My  Lord, 


Your  Lordfhip’s 


Mod  obedient  humble  Servant, 


Weftminfter, 
January  3,  1763. 


JOHN  ALMON. 
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Mr.  PITT’s  Adminifl ration. 

THERE  is  no  period  in  our  hiftory 
more  inte.refting  than  Mr.  Pitt’s  admi- 
niftration  j  nor  any  that  has  been  more 
glorious.  It  exhibits  an  unparallelled 
feries  of  furprifmg  events  *,  a  wonderful  and  ex- 
tenfive  fcene  of  victory  and  fucceis  ;  an  amazing 
view  of  minifterial  abilities  and  penetration  •,  a  full 
exertion  of  all  the  fecret  fprings  of  adtion,  in  both 
offenfive  and  political  meafures ;  an  indefatigable 
attachment  to  bufinefs,  prompted  and  guided  by 
the  ftrifteft  principles  of  duty,  honour  and  integ¬ 
rity  ;  and  a  patriotic  zeal,  that  diffufed  a  nob!e 
thirft  for  glory  and  conqueft  wherever  the  Britifh 
arms  adventured. — This  is  the  public  opinion  ;  the 
opinion  of  all  candid  and  independent  men,  who 
are  not  attached  to  any  party,  nor  have  any  in- 
tercft  to  gratify  •,  but  fpeak  their  lentiments  as  na¬ 
turally  arifing  from  a  reflection  ot  the  many  ier- 
vices  this  nation  has  received  during  his  admini- 
ftration. 

He  was  early  inftrudted  in  a  political  and  virtuous 
knowledge  of  the  principles  and  blelTings  of  this 
conftitution  •,  and  it  was  foon  difcovered,  that  his 
abilities  for  the  management  of  government  were 
of  luch  a  nature, ‘hs  to  make  his  afTiftance  necef- 
fary  •,  but  his  eftate  at  that  time  did  but  barely  qua¬ 
lify  him  to  hold  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

B  His 
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His  Friends  procured  him  acommifilon  in  the  army, 
and  he  was  appointed  a  cornet  of  horle,  which  port 
he  held,  til!  having  in  1737  fnpported  a  motion  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  for  augmenting  the  Prince 
of  Wales’s  falary,  he  was  difmifled  ;  or,  as  he  him- 
felf  hath  termed  it,  <c  corruption  flood  fo  low 
<c  as  to  take  the  ftandard  out  of  the  hands  of  a 
“  cornet/’  Being  diverted  of  public  pay,  he  vir- 
tuoufly  circumfcribed  his  expences  within  the  limits 
of  his  income  *,  for  being  defcended  from  a  good 
family,  and  allied  to  feveral  noble  ones,  he  thought 
it  incumbent  to  preferve  the  luftre  derived  from 
both.  In  private  he  was  frugal,  temperate,  honed, 
finceie  and  benevolent ;  he  held  luxury  and  parade 
in  contempt,  and  he  let  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  the 
degenerate  manners  of  the  times.  In  public,  where 
is  to  be  found  his  more  fubftantial  praife,  he  was 
naturally  free,  brave  and  uncorrupt,  diftinguiihed 
by  his  regard  for  religion,  honour,  and  his  country* 

• — If  it  ihould  be  afked,  how  can  fuch  a  man  have 
enemies  ?  it  will  be  anfwered,  the  honeft  and  well- 
meaning  part  of  the  nation  are  not  his  enemies  : 
he  is  only  obnoxious  to  certain  callous  hearts,  who 
cannot  witiiftand  the  force  of  truth.  His  fpirit  and 
abilities  engaged  him  to  revenge  the  dnconftitutional 
iniult  offered  to  the  liberties  of  his  country,  through 
his  perfon.  In  thole  corrupt  and  daftardly  times  he 
flood  up  with  the  lew  that  were  infpired  by  virtue, 
and  poured  forth  inch  torrents  of  eloquence  and 
patriotilm,  as  ftruck  dumb  the  tongues  of  thofe///- 
Jlrumenta  regni ,  thole  tools  of  ftate,  who  had  en¬ 
gaged  to  oppole  the  genius  of  Britain.  By  fuch 
powers  having  rendered  himfelf  particular  and  re¬ 
markable,  it  was  confidered  and  adviled  as  a  prudent 
meafure,  to  bring  over,  or  at  leaft  filence,  fuch  an 
orator  ;  and  to  have  the  external  affection  of  em¬ 
ploying  men  of  undoubted  honefty  and  abilities  : 

therefore 
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therefore  he  was  at  that  critical  period  (1746}  when 
the  two  brothers  and  their  coadjutors  refumed  their 
places,  appointed  vice-trealurer  ot  Ireland,  and  loon 
after  pay-mader  general  of  the  forces,  and  fvvorn  a 
privy-counfellor.  In  his  office  of  pay-mafter  he  was 
nill  governed  by  his  inflexible  integrity,  his  Heady 
and  uniform  adherence  to  honour  and  honedy  ;  he 
refufed  certain  gratuities  common  to  his  poll,  and 
he  introduced  a  great  reformation  into  it:  even  his 
warmed  enemies  do  to  this  day  acknowledge  he  be¬ 
haved  uncorruptly  in  office.  Itwas  by  thefe 
acts  of  drift  judice  and  virtue,  that  he  acquired  an 
unparahelled  popularity,  and  an  unlimited  confi¬ 
dence;  and  hence  he  was  adored  by  the  honed  and 
unprejudiced  part  of  the  nation. 

The  temporary  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  was 
Icon  followed  by  a  renewal  of  the  war,  which  was 
both  unfkil fully  and  unfuccefsfully  conduced  till 
the  period  we  are  going-  to  treat  of.  When  (in 
1/551  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  refigned  his  pod  of 
ecietary  of  date,  his  late  majedy  appointed  Mr. 
rox,  who  was  then  fecretarv  at  war,  to  fucceed  him. 

It  mud  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt  never 
agreed  in  any  thing  but  in  oppofing  Sir  Thomas 
therefore,  upon  Mr.  Fox’s  promotion,  Mr.  Pitt 
re  igned  his  office  of  pay-mader  general,  not  chu- 
dng  to  ferve  when  his  antagonid  was  put  over  his 
head*-,  indeed  it  would  have  been  next  to  a  miracle 
d  his  majedy  had  called  in  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  fb 
often,  f0  long,  and  fo  drenuoufly  oppofed  the  fa¬ 
vourite  meafures  of  the  court.  On  thefe  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  minidry,  parties  became  indantly  in¬ 
i'  fJ  re%na-ion  has  been  thus  accounted  for  by  one  of 

nen  s  '  **  ^lc  relinquilhed  this  fubordinate  power,  rather 

co-operate  with  weak  or  wicked  men,  in  fchemes  pre- 
juucial  to  the  common  intcrelfs  of  his  country.” 
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flamed,  and  much  altercation  enfued.  In  fueh  a 
fyftem  of  politics  as  was  prcfcrvcd  throughout  the 
late  rei^n,  it  was  impoffible  that  Great  Britain  fhould 
enter  mto  a  war  with  France,  in  which  Hanover 
would  not  become  conneded  :  therefore  the  mini- 
flry  fee  about  framing  contincntial  alliances  ror  the 
prdervation  of  that  eledorate  :  they  made  a  treaty 
with  Ruffia  •,  but  the  King  of  Pruffia  manifefting 
a  diflike  to  it,  another  was  made  with  him,  and  the 
farmer  rendered  void.  Here  the  foui  dation  or  the 
German  war  was  laid  ;  a  war  with  which  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  Mr.  Pitt  have  endeavoured  to  wound  his 
reputation,  by  making  it  chargeable  upon  him  ; 
but  candid  men  will  confider,  that  he  cannot  be 
blamed  with  doing  what  was  done  before  he  came 
into  the  adminiftration  *  This  treaty  with  Pruflia 
was  figned  on  the  16th  of  January  1756,  and  Mr. 
Pitt  did  not  come  into  the  adminiftration  till  De¬ 
cember  following.  The  fcheme  of  politics  w*s  even 
affixed,  the  conditions  determined,  the  plan  of 
operations  laid  down,  and  the  houfe  oh  commons 
firft  Granted  a  million,  and  then  20,000  1.  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  treaty,  fix  months  before  Mr.  rut 

became  fecretary  of  (late. 

The  kingdom  by  mifmanagement  was  ioon 
brought  into  a  (late  of  danger,  and  the  Fiench 
threatened  to  invade  it.  As  all  was  iff  cent u lion, 
divifion  and  anarchy,  a  body  of  troops  from  Ban- 
over  and  Bede  were  imported  from  the  continent, 
to  protedl  a  kingdom,  that  had  formerly  fhuciv  ter¬ 
ror  into,  and  commanded  refpecl  irom,  almolt  every 
potentate  in  the  univer'fe;  but  now  waslo  degenera¬ 
ted  and  diipirited  by  a  few  years  vicious  manners  and 
principles  among  its  leaders,  as  to  call  in  loieign 
protedlion.  At  the  fight  ot  thefe  foreigners  refent- 


Vide  Appendix. 
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tv^nt  Teemed  to  rouze,  and  all  eyes  flared  with  in- 
Sanation.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  who 
are  naturally  brave,  warm  and  impetuous,  reflcded 
with  horror  on  their  prefent  daitarcuy  condition, 
when  compared  with  the  glorious  deeds  performed 
by  their  anceftors  •,  they  exclaimed  loudly  and  bit¬ 
terly  a^ainft  connexions  with  the  continent,  and 
fpared  not  thofe  who.  had  oppofed  the  feneme  of  a 
national  militia,  which  would  have  laved  them  from 
this  difgrace.  Mr.  Legge,  chancel.or  o>  tnc  ex- 
chequer,  having  declared  againft  continential  con¬ 
nexions  made  for  the  defence  of  Hanover,  was  d.f- 
miflld  from  his  office.  In  the  nudft  of  this  exo¬ 
neration  news  was  brought  of  the  ifland  oi  Minorca, 
in  the  Mediterranean,  being  loll,  and  t.ie  ort  of 
Oi’weo-o  in  America.  The  flame  of  difeontent  now 
became  general,  and  every  country,  and  every  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  kingdom,  echoed  with  complaints  againlt 

the  min.ftry,  who  faw  they  could  not  oppofe,  and 
therefore  dreaded  the  vengeance  of  an  injured  people. 
At  the  fame  time  many  of  the  cit  es  and  incorpo¬ 
rated  towns  in  the  kingdom  fent  inftruftions  to 
their  reprefentatives  againft  the  approaching  te  ¬ 
flon  •  thofe  from  the  city  uf  London  the  reader  will 
foe  in  the  notes-,  they  are  not  unworthy  his  no¬ 
tice,  as  they  will  convey  a  ftrong  idea  of  the  Ipint 

of  the  times  *.  -  . 


*  Inftruaions  from  the  city  of  London  to  their  Refrefentati-uts 

in  Parliament . 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Slingfby  Bethell,  Efq;  lord  mayor  ;  Sir 
John  Barnard,  Knt.  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  Knt.  ana  Wil- 
liam  Becktord,  Lfq; 

“  We  the  lord-maycr,  aldermen  and  commons  of  the  city 
«  of  London  in  common  council  aflembled,  jullly  alarmed  at 
“  the  critical  and  unhappy  fixation  of  thclc  kingdoms,  do  mo  t 
“  earnellly  call  you,  our  repreientatives,  to  exert  your  utmoit 
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thisn‘‘Z;byrr°rme  C?n!ldered  as  the  fuperftruflure  of 
, 7-6 ‘  q  fffis;!ed  near  the  latter  end  of  Odober 
•  r. 1  dlL Removal  or  tins  principal  prop  the 
y  mftantly  fell  to  pieces  ;  and  for  foSe  Ptime 


the 


Hty  towards  procuring  a  drift  and  impartial  parliamentarv 
enquiry  into  tire  cauies  of  thefe  national  calamides  7 

Medketaneatroffud1^  r  °<r, imPortant  fortress  in  the 
,  rancan,  of  iucli  mefhmable  confequence  to  the 

£ssr“gdoms*  af the  pc™itted  abfe^e  ^ 

f  )  0;hcers  many  months  after  the  commencement- 

eer  of  Gibm't  16  aa“a!  l0i!,  °f  Minorca>  and  aPP«ent  dan- 
foet  01  viibia,tar,  are  circumllances  which  fill  us  with  amaze 

meat  ana  concern  ;  but  when  we  reflect  on  the  great  pre— 

;;  *f0ns  for>  and  embarkations  of,  troops  and  anillery  and 

„  *  .equipment  or  a  powerful  fleet,  publicly  known  to  be 

ca.  ped  on  at  loulon,  whole  neighbourhood  to  Minorca  was 

nealCeft%n;a.rTnd’t'  Wefannot  imPute  thefe  fatal  events  to 
neglect  alone ,  and  tnereiore  coniure  you  to  ennui rp 

• «  why  «a4  fofaalTa8  f°‘  i,mmediatcl7|  fent  from  ^nce,  and ' 
way  at  Ut  ,0  fm all  a  fquaaron  was  ordered  upon  this  impor- 

!f  ,  r  71C£’  wnhout  any  frigate,  firefhip,  hofpital  ihip 

tuudpou,  ci  troops  beyond  their  ordinary  compliment  and 
“  to  theaenaemy>s.W  ^  ****  ^  W8S  COnfe^dl7 

t£  “  Tbe  cruelties  fuffered,  and  the  Ioffes  fuikined  by  our  fel- 
low  fubjefts  m  North-America,  having  long  called  for  re- 

drefs>  whlld  tbe  ^managements  in  the  attempts  for  their 
fupport  and  the  untimely  and  unequal  fuccours  fent  to  ti  e  r 
“  relief,  have  only  ferved  to  render  the  Britilh  name  contemn! 

thy.efore  require  you  to  ufe  your  utmoll  endea¬ 
vours  for  detecting  all  thole,  who  by  treachery  or  mifeonduft 
h'lVe  contributed  to  thole  great  diftreffes,  his  majelly  having 

been  gracioufly  pleated  to  affure  us,  that  he  will  not  fail  to 

“  oo  justice  upon  any  perfons,  who  fhall  have  been  wanting  in 
taeir  duty  to  him  or  their  country. 

“  To  thefe  interefting  enquiries  we  have  but  too  much  reafon 
to  aad  cur  preffing  requett,  that  you  ufe  your  earliell  endea¬ 
vours  to  eftabliih  a  well-regulated  and  conftitutional  mili-ia 
as  the  moll  honourable  defence  of  the  crown,  and  the  mo ft 
conliuent  with  the  rights  of  a  free  people ;  and  this  we  are 
tne  more  anxious  to  recommend  to  your  particular  care  and 
attention  as  every  appreheniion  of  danger  lias  furniflied  a 
rc‘li0n  f°r  encreaiing  the  number  of  our  regular  forces,  and 

for 
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the  bufmefs  of  the  nation  was  at  an  entire  ftaiid  : 
for  to  chufe  a  miniftry  was  a  difficult  matter  in  this 
time  of  divifion  and  difcontent.  The  chiefs  of  the 
party,  by  whole  manoevres  the  former  miniftry 
were  difplaced,  at  length  fucceeded  to  employment. 
The  loud  and  unanimous  voice  of  the  nat;cn  point¬ 
ed  them  out  *,  and  the  neceffity  of  managing  affairs 
better  called  them  intoaftion.  On  the  4th  of  De¬ 
cember  Mr.  Pitt  was  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate 


*£  for  the  introduction  of  foreign  mercenaries  ;  the  expence  of 
“  which  is  infupportable  :  we  therefore  truft  that  you  will 
“  purfue  this  meafure  before  you  confent  to  the  grant  of  fup- 
“  plies,  experience  having  convinced  us,  that  your  laudable 
“  endeavours  afterwards  may  prove  fruitlefs. 

“  At  all  events  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  oppofe  the  con- 
“  tinuance  of  any  foreign  troops  within  the  kingdom  ;  a  cir- 
“  cumitance  which  mult  ever  be  confuiered  as  a  reproach  to  the 
“  loyalty,  courage  and  ability  of  this  nation. 

“  We  alfo  hope  that  you  will  endeavour  to  limit  the  number 
“  of  placemen  and  penfioners  fo  remarkably  encreafed,  and  at 
“  a  proper  feafon  to  retfore  triennial  parliaments,  as  we  con- 
“  ceive  it  the  only  means  to  obtain  a  free  reprefentative  of  the 
people. 

“  The  immenfe  fums  fo  chcarfully  paid,  when  almoft  every 
<£  meafure  refledls  national  difgrace,  call  upon  you  itrirtly  to 
“  enquire  into  their  application  ;  and  we  truit,  that  you  will 
“  carefully  watch  and  endeavour  to  prevent  all  unnatural  con- 
“  nexions  on  the  continent,  in  order  to  preferve  the  indepen- 
“  dancy  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

“  By  rendering  thefe  neceffary  fervices  to  your  king  and 
“  country,  you  will  give  his  majefly  the  flrongeit  tcfliinony  of 
“  your  duty  and  affedtion,  and  molt  effectually  fccure  to  his 
“  government  obedience  and  refpedt. 

“  At  the  fame  time  we  defirc  you  thus  publicly  to  accept 
“  our  molt  grateful  acknowledgments  of  your  pail  condudt  in 
parliament,  and  enjoin  you  at  all  times  to  hold  facrcd  and 
tL  inviolable  the  adt  made  for  eltablifhing  his  majefty’s  right  to 
“  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,  and  fecuring  the  rights  and  li¬ 
bel  tics  of  the  iubjedt ;  and  that  you  oppofe  every  meafure 
“  tending  to  weaken  that  compart,  which,  under  the  divine 
providence,  will  ever  prove  the  bell  fecurity  to  his  majeftyV 
“  iacred  perfon,  and  the  lucceflion  m  his  illultrious  houfe.”  ' 

in 
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in  the  room  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Legge  was  re¬ 
placed  in  his  former  ftation,  and  other  promotions 
were  made  confident  with  the  fame  intereft;  but 
fall  thefe  chiefs  declared  againft  continental  mea- 
fures  and  minifterial  jobs  :  upon  which  they  were 
reprefented  to  the  fovereign  as  difloyal,  obftinate, 
imperious  and  ignorant.  It  is  true,  they  were  honeffc 
enough  and  bold  enough  to  pronounce  their  fenti- 
ments  freely  on  every  occafion  without  fear  or  dif- 
fimulation.  Such  intrepidity  no  doubt  gave  great 
offence;  but  Mr.  Pitt  aimed  at  bringing  the  voice 
of  the  people  to  the  ear  of  his  fovereign,  whom 
he  knew  had  been  milled,  and  who  unfortunately 
was  furrounded  by  a  weak  and  worthlefs  crew, 
who  only  confulted  the  felfifh  pafTions  of  private 
avarice  and  ambition,  and  were  therefore  blacken¬ 
ed  with  the  curfes  of  the  whole  nation.  Although 
thefe  promotions  quieted  the  minds  of  the  people, 
yet  every  one  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  ftrength, 
connections,  and  intereft  of  the  new  minifters, 
expelled  but  little  from  them.  The  parliament 
had  been  modelled  by  Mr.  Pelham,  and  although 
he  died  before  the  elections  commenced,  yet  his 
plan  was  followed  :  by  this  plan  Mr.  Pitt  and  his 
friends  made  but  a  fmall  party  in  that  affembly, 
and  the  reft,  in  confequence  of - were  his  op¬ 

ponents  ;  therefore  here  they  were  to  expeft  every 
check  and  oppofition,  that  could  embarrafs  or  im¬ 
pede  their  meafures.  In  the  houfe  of  lords  their 
ftate  was  the  fame.  And  at  court  much  worfe  :  for 
having  been  forced  into  power  by  the  voice  of  the 
people,  they  were  looked  upon  as  intruders,  who  had, 
by  their  affumption,  weakened  and  invaded  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  While  this  continued 
to  be  the  cafe,  the  bufmefs  of  the  nation  in  their 
hands  could  never  be  executed  without  caufing 


furprizing 
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furprizing  refolution,  that  of  a  national  militia. 
Thofe  who  would  have  oppofed  it  were  affraid,  as 
the  objed  was  too  popular  to  be  encountered  at  fo 
critical  a  time,  even  by  the  moft  inveterate  enemies 
of  the  new  minifters ;  therefore  it  was  not  intereft, 
or  favour,  but  a  fear  of  the  people,  that  fuffered  a 
few  patriots,  in  the  midft  of  a  violent  fadion,  to 
execute  io  bold  a  Hep.  It  could  not  be  afferted  by 
thole  who  were  againft  this  falutary  meafure,  that 
an  Englifh  militia  was  dangerous  as  in  former  times, 
becaufe  there  were  now  no  mifchievous  leaders  of 
influence  to  unite  the  people  in  (editions  purpofes  ; 
nor  was  it  believed  or  iufpeded,  that  there  were  any 
enemies  to  the  reigning  family  in  the  kingdom  ; 
therefore,  not  having  any  arguments  to  offer,  they 
were  conftrained  to  be  filent,  and  vote  for  a  law  to 
put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  people  ;  a  meafure 
they  had  always  dreaded,  as  much  as  an  enquiry 
into  their  own  condud.  By  thus  arming  the  people 
for  the  defence  of  their  own  lands  and  liberties  >  it 
is  eafy  to  dilcover  what  were  the  intentions  of  the 
new  adminiftration  ;  they  refolved  to  ad  with  vi¬ 
gour,  and  to  exert  the  military  ftrength  of  the 
kingdom  in  annoying  the  enemy  abroad .  The  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  army  had  been  fuffered  to  abufe  their 
leifure  in  drefs,  cards,  tea,  and  milliners  fhops  : 
fuch  condud  among  the  braveft  men  will  in  a  ffnrt 
time  introduce  effeminacy,  deftroy  the  ftrength  and 
vitals  of  a  ftate,  and  bring  a  train  of  evils  which 
are  ever  fatal  to  the  purpofes  of  an  army.  They 
therefore  refolved  to  put  the  troops  into  adual  fer- 
vice  at  a  diftance  from  fuch  luxuries  and  debilities  *. 


*  Firft  they  were  intended  to  he  employed  againft  I.ouif- 
bourg,  and  a  fquadron  of  Blips  was  equipped  in  the  proper 
feafon,  and  the  command  defigned  for  admiral  Hawke  ;  but 
this  expedition  did  not  fail  till  it  was  too  late,  when  another 
adminiftration  had  been  appoined,  and  the  command  of  the 
fhips  given  to  admiral  Holbourne. 
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Every  man  inftantly  faw  the  benefits  that  would 
arife  trom  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
adminiftration,  and  all  degrees  of  the  kingdom,  who 
had  been  funk  in  a  miferable  ftate  of  delpondency, 
gave  themfelves  up  to  hope  ;  thus  while  honour  and 
honefty  feemed  to  deck  the  brows  of  the  newfervants, 
a  chearful  dawn  of  fpirit  and  joy  revived  in  the 
countenance  of  every  individual.  Three  days  pre¬ 
ceding  the  choice  of  thefe  minifters,  his  majefty 
gave  orders  for  the  return  of  the  Hanoverians  to 
Germany.  He  had  early  forefeen  that  his  German 
dominions  would  be  attacked  by  France  on  account 
of  his  war  with  that  power,  and  he  therefore  re- 
folved  to  form  an  army  of  observation  in  Weft- 
phalia  for  the  defence  of  thofe  dominions.  For 
this  purpofe  were  thofe  troops  lent  back  to  their 
own  country  ;  and  foon  after,  his  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  was  appointed  commander 
of  that  army.  On  the  17th  of  February  1757, 
his  majefty  fent  a  meflage  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by  Mr.  Pitt,  informing  them  of  the  for¬ 
midable  preparations  made  by  France,  and  as  they 
were  bent  againft  his  electoral  dominions,  he  con¬ 
fided  in  them  to  affift  him  in  forming  and  main¬ 
taining  an  army  of  obfervation,  and  to  enable  him 
to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the  king  of  Prufiia; 
both  of  which  they  immediately  complied  with. 
Rut  notwithftandmg  this  compliance,  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his  adherents  itiil  continued  to  oppofe  the  German 
war*,  upon  which,  and  a  falfe  reprefentation  of  his 
patriotifm  and  intentions,  he  was  on  the  5th  of  April 
commanded  to  refign  the  fealsof  his  office  *.  Some 
of  the  leaders  of  the  late  adminiftration  affumed 
the  reigns  of  government :  the  motives  which  im¬ 
pelled  them  were,  regret  for  loft  power,  emulation 
for  fame,  and  ambition  for  rule. 


*  Vid.  Appendix. 
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Mr.  Pitt  during  his  ihort  adminiftration  difpatch- 
ed  a  lquadron  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  commodore  Steevens ;  and  another  to 
Jamaica,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Coates :  he 
Jikewile  prepared  a  powerful  fupply  tor  America, 
and  it  was  ready  to  be  fent  when  he  was  difmified. 
In  his  adminiftration  the  militia  bill  palled  both 
houfes,  and  received  the  royal  alien t  •,  he  promoted 
a  parliamentary  enquiry  into  the  conduit  of  the  late 
miniftry,  but  it  produced  nothing  ; — we  before 
hinted  the  model  of  the  p — ,  and  the  reader  who 
conUdcrs  that  will  eafily  find  a  key  to  this  enquiry. 
His  refolution  was  to  employ  the  whole  fleet  of 
Britain  ;  and  it  was  by  this  principle  that  he  rivetted 
himfelf  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  On  the  naval 
commanders  he  knew  he  could  depend,  even  in  the 
molt  defpe-*ate  and  hazardous  enterprize  ;  for  their 
way  of  life  and  natural  ferocity  of  manners  fecured 
them  from  luxury  and  effeminacy,  and  inftilled 
into  them  a  fpirit  of  obligation  to  glory  and  their 
duty.  The  fleet  is  what  may  be  called  the  natural 
ftrength  of  thefe  kingdoms ;  the  fame  rhirft  for 
conqueft  and  fame  reigns  there  as  among  the  people 
at  home,  who  are  uncorrupted  by  a  vicious  practice 
of  falie  principles  and  manners  ;  fuch  as  deftroyed 
ancient  Rome,  and  fuch  as  had  nearly  brought 
Britain  to  the  brink  of  ruin  :  therefore  his  refolution 
toemploy  this  great  natural  power  gave  infinite  plea- 
lure;  buthis  refignation deftroyed  thefondeft  hopes, 
and  difpirited  the  warmeft  hearts  that  Britain  had  to 
boaft  as  her  true  friends.  In  a  few  days  after 
Mr.  1  -egge  alfo  refigned  his  poll  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  and  other  offices  were  likewile 
vacated.  Once  more  the  kingdom  was  without  a 
miniftry,  and  again  refounded  with  complaints, 
that,  in  fpight  ct  the  power  and  cunning  of  iailion, 
pierced  the  ears  of  the  fovereign.  What  was  in¬ 
tended  to  difgrace  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr,  Legge  turned 
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®ut  the  greateft  honour  that  could  have  been  be- 
owed  upon  them  ;  for  the  people  entertained  fuch 
a  high  efteem  of  their  virtues  and  abilities,  that  they 
were  pioud  to  prelent  them  with  the  freedom  of 
their  leveral  cities  and  corporations  in  boxes  of 
goiu,  filver,  or  other  valuable  materials,  accom¬ 
panied  with  elegant  and  patri  tic  addrefles  of  thanks 
for  their  integrity  and  fervices.  A  new  board  of 
admiralty  was  appointed,  and  the  earl  of  Win- 
cheifea  placed  at  the  head  of  it  *  ;  lord  Mansfield 
fucceeded  Mr.  Legge,  but  Mr.  Pitt’s  office  re¬ 
mained  vacant.  In  a  lew  days  alter,  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  let  out  for  Germany  ;  and  admiral 
Hoibourne  failed  lor  America  on  the  8th  of  May, 
with  a  number  cl  troops  to  be  commanded  by 
lord  Loudon,  who  was  already  in  America. 

During  this  contufion  and  anarchy  at  home,  the 
king  of  Pruffia  vigoroully  purfued  his  own  war 
againft  the  Auftrians.  In  the  year  1756  he  defeated 
their  army  at  Lowofchutz.  This  was  the  firft  ac¬ 
tion  that  entitled  him  to  the  favour  of  the  Enp-lifh  : 
they  faw  him  in  vigour,  activity,  and  fucqefs,  and 
became  inftantly  enamoured  with  his  poffeffion  of 
thefe  qualities.  It  is  no  wonder  that  they  began 
to  aumire  and  extol  his  abilities  and  valour,  fince 
their  own  a  I i  airs  teemed  with  dilgrace  and  ruin  ; 
they  therefore  naturally  beheld  and  bellowed  their 
prailes  on  him  who  acted  with  more  wifdom  and 
good  fortune  *,  and  as  there  was  no  profpedt  of 
amendment  at  home,  they  as  naturally  began 
to  wifi),  and  even  claim,  an  alliance  with  a  power, 
that  was  every  day  exhibiting  proofs  of  forefight 
and  bravery.  1  hey  were  in  hopes  that  fuch  an 
example  of  fpirit  and  victory  would  rouze  their 
lethargic  rulers  from  their  beds  of  floth  and  pro- 
ftitution.  The  treaty  with  Pruffia  that  was  al- 


?  Vid.  Appendix. 
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ready  made,  was  a  convention  of  neutrality  for 
the  defence  of  each  others  German  dominions  ;  but 
what  the  people  now  wifli  for,  and  publicly  de- 
fired,  was  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  that  monarchy 
whereby  his  arms,  in  confideration  of  a  fubfidy, 
might  be  brought  againft  France;  for  during  the 
war  hitherto  we  had  been  lofers,  and  the  repeated 
fucceffes  of  the  French  bid  fair  for  wrefting  all  North 
America  out  of  our  hands  ;  they  therefore  eagerly 
delired  the  affiftance  of  Pruffia,  in  order  to  find 
employ  for  the  French  arms  at  home.  Thus  the 
former  adminiftration  not  only  laid  the  foundation 
of  an  alliance  with  Pruffia,  but,  by  the  ill  luccefs 
of  our  affairs  under  their  diredion,  fo  difpirited 
the  people,  as  to  make  them  call  out  for  an  alliance 
with  that  monarch,  who  had  been  hitherto  attended 
with  fuccefs,  in  hopes  that  then  they  fhould  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs  alfo.  If  the  alliance,  which  was 
afterwards  made  in  confequence  of  this  humour, 
proved  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  Great-Britain, 
that  prejudice  ought  to  be  charged  upon  thofe 
who  by  their  mifmanagement  obliged  the  people 
in  exafperation  to  call  for  fuch  alliance,  as  the  only 
hope  of  retrieving  the  ill  flate  of  their  affairs. 

In  April,  1757,  a  body  of  Prufiians,  command¬ 
ed  by  Prince  Charles  of  Bevern,  defeated  a  corps  of 
the  Auftrians  at  Richenberg,  a  pafs  which  opened 
his  way  into  Bohemia  ;  while  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
with  the  main  body  of  his  army,  entered  that  king¬ 
dom  by  another  pafs,  and  purfued  the  Auftrians 
to  Prague,  where  he  gained  a  complete  vidory 
over  the  whole  army  :  he  laid  fiege  to  that  great 
city  ;  but  while  his  operations  were  carrying  on, 
the  fugitives  of  the  enemy  were  colleded  and 
ftrengthened  with  a  confiderable  number  of  frefh 
troops,  and  put  under  the  command  of  count  Daun, 
who  chofe  fuch  a  fituation,  as  gave  the  king  of 
Pruffia  much  uneafinefs.  The  king  refolved  to  dif- 
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lodge  him ;  but  in  the  attempt  he  met  with  fuch  a 

repulfe,  as  obliged  him  to  abandon  Prague,  and 
retreat  in  ti  beft  manner  he  could  into  Saxony. 
The  face  of  affairs  having  thus  taken  a  new  turn, 
the  Ruffians,  Swedes,  and  Imperalifts  (ortheftates 
of  the  empire)  who  were  all  confederates  to  anni¬ 
hilate  the  power  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  had 
hitherto  afled  with  languor,  now  began  to  march 


■with  vigour,  and  to  prefs  him  hard  on  ali 
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i  he  world  had  fome  time  ago  been  alarmed  with 
this  confederacy  againft  the  houfe  of  Brandenbursch ; 
but  the  people  of  England,  when  they  faw  the  ftorm 
gather  fo  fail  in  order  to  deftroy  that  king,  began  to 
pity  and  commiierate  him  in  his  misfortunes  ;  and 
fuch  was  their  fincere  feelings  for  his  diftrefs,  that 
nothing  will  be  hazarded  in  faying,  if  the  alliance 
had  not  been  made,  they  would  chearfully  have 
made  a  voluntary  fubfcription  for  his  relief.  This 
is  an  aft  of  benevolence  peculiar  to  the  Engliih 
nation  ;  they  cannot  bear  to  fee  any  power  in  dif¬ 
trefs,  if  at  that  time  they  have  any  connexions 
with  it,  without  generoufly  beftowing  their  aid  to 
alleviate  its  misfortunes.  But  the  cale  of  Pruffia, 
fo  far  as  it  concerned  England,  was  Angularly  af- 
fefting  :  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  who  had  been  for 
many  years  fupported  and  protected  by  their  gene¬ 
rous  and  compaffionate  affiitance,  had  not  only  un¬ 
gratefully  joined  in  league  with  France,  at  this  time 
their  declared  enemy,  but  was  the  principal  of  the 
confederacy  formed  to  feize  the  PrufHan  domi¬ 
nions  5  therefore  a  pa  Ton  of  refentment  to  fuch  in¬ 
gratitude,  as  well  as  pity  to  the  Prufiian  monarch, 
began  now  to  inflame  their  breads.  THs  was  the 
date  of  their  humours,  when  the  fubfidary  treaty 
with  Prudia  was  made. 

With  refpeft  to  the  duke  of  Cumberland’s  army, 
the  popular  heads  of  party  had  declaimed  fo  dre- 
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nuoufly  againft  continental  connexions,  that,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  inclinations  of  the  court,  it  was  com- 
pofed  entirely  of  Germans,  who  in  number  were 
lo  much  inferior  to  the  French  army  commanded 
by  the  marfhal  D'Etrees,  that  his  royal  highnefs 
was  obliged  to  retreat  as  the  enemy  advanced. 

The  hopes  that  had  been  formed  early  in  the  year 
of  adting  at  the  proper  feafon  with  vigour  againft 
the  enemy  in  America,  began  now  to  vanifh.  The 
plan  for  taking  Louifbourg  had  been  communica¬ 
ted  to  the  enemy,  perhaps  as  foon  as  it  was  laid 
down  in  England.  The  importance  of  the  place 
was  fufficient  to  Simulate  the  French  miniltry  to 
immediately  provide  for  its  fecurity  :  accordingly 
M.  de  Beaufremont  failed  from  Breft  on  the  30th 
of  January  with  a  fquadron  of  nine  fliips,  having 
on  board  a  body  of  troops  *,  but  as  the  harbour  of 
Louifbourg  could  not  be  free  of  the  ice  by  the 
time  he  might  be  there,  he  was  direfted  to  fleer  for 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  reinforce  their  garrifons  in 
that  quarter,  which  he  did,  and  arrived  at  Lcuil- 
bourgh  on  the  5th  of  June,  from  whence  he  fent  a 
reinforcement  of  men  and  arms  to  Monfieur  de 
Montcalm,  who  commanded  the  French  troops  in 
Canada.  About  the  beginning  of  April  M.  du 
Rived  lailed  from  Foulon  with  five  fliips,  having 
alfo  on  board  a  number  of  troops,  warlike  itores 
and  provisions :  he  dipt  through  the  gut  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  after  a  fmall  encounter  with  admiral  Saun¬ 
ders,  and  arrived  at  Louifbourg  on  the  4th  of  June. 
On  the  3d  of  May  M.  du  Bois  de  la  Mothe,  with 
fourteen  fliips,  having  likewife  on  board  a  number 
of  troops  and  prefents  for  the  Indians,  failed  from 
Bred,  and  arrived  at  Louifbourg  on  the  2qth  of 
June.  Such  was  the  vigilance  and  prudence  of 
the  French  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Eng- 
lifli  under  admiral  Holbourne  did  not  fail  from 
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Cork  till  the  8th  of  May,  nor  arrive  at  Halifax, 
the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,  till  the  9th  of 
July. — Here  it  mu  ft  be  obferved,  that  our  fleet 
failing  fo  late  was  the  foie  caufe  of  the  difafters  and 
misfortunes,  which  befe!  ns  this  year  in  America. 
Delays  are  always  dangerous ;  but  much  more  fo, 
when  they  give  the  enemy  an  opportunity  to  coun¬ 
teract  our  fchemes. 

Such  was  the  difconfolate  face  of  affairs,  when 
the  general  voice  of  an  abuied  people  rouzed  the 
great  into  fear  ;  even  thofe  who  had  treated  the  ge¬ 
neral  voice  of  the  people  with  contempt,  dreaded 
the  rod  of  national  vengeance  •,  and  therefore  when 
the  cries  of  injury  became  louder  and  louder  every 
day  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  they  thought  it 
high  time  to  quit  their  gaming  tables,  and  fufter  a 
few  honeft,  wife,  and  vigilant  men,  who  had  fpirit 
enough  to  fave  this  country  from  the  deftruftion 
into  which  the  others  were  going  to  tumble  it,  to 
approach  the  throne.  It  will  refleCt  eternal  infamy 
on  feme  characters,  who  at  this  time  fpoke  and 
wrote  againft  all  principles  of  morality  and  virtue. 
Such  men  will  never  aft  honeftly  to  their  country  or 
their  fovereign,  who  hold  honour  in  fo  low  an  ef- 
timation,  and  aflert,  that  by  the  moft  bafe  aCts  of 
corruption,  villainy  and  deceit,  a  ftate  or  common¬ 
wealth  can  only  be  managed.  It  is  no  wonder  there¬ 
fore  that  the  people  were  injured ;  and  it  is  no  won¬ 
der  that  they  cried  aloud  for  redrefs,  and  vigoroufly 
fupported  a  few,  in  whofe  honefty,  wifdom,  and 
integrity  they  could  fafely  confide.  Here  were  ex¬ 
hibited  ftrong  proofs  of  the  natural  fpirit  of  a  brave 
and  free  people,  who  had  been  treated  like  (laves, 
as  wrell  by  the  molt  bale  aCts  as  by  the  moft  abu- 
five  language.  Stipulated  by  thefe  injuries  and 
affronts,  they  forced  well-meaning  men  into  power. 
It  is  true  fuch  conduct  was  prefumptuous  *,  but  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  diftated  by  prefervation,  it  became  noble  and 
laudable,  and  it  proved  the  moft  humiliating  ftroke 
to  our  enemies.  It  is  a  lefion  that  ought  to  be  pre¬ 
cious  to  princes,  efpecially  of  this  ill  and  ;  while 
fuch  men  were  in  power  as  the  people  difapproved 
misfortune  followed  misfortune,  and  the  nation  was 
-divided  and  diftrafted;  but  when  fuch  men  were  em¬ 
ployed  as  they  did  approve,  unanimity,  vigour  and 
fuccefs  crowned  their  efforts.  Thus  a  king  afting 
with  his  people  is  all  power  and  glory  ;  but  without 
them  he  is  nothing.  It  is  true  a  king  poffefTed  of  his 
kingdom  cannot  be  faid  to  be  deferted,  becaufe  there 
are  always  fome  fycophants,  who  will  haunt  his  heels 
and  his  court ;  but  thefe  may  be  confidered  as  fo 
many  wretches  preying  upon  their  country,  becaufe 
they  are  in  general  men  without  any  kind  of  good 
principle  :  what  is  here  meant  is  the  body  of  the 
people,  for  it  is  they  who  gave  ftrength  to  a  king, 
compofe  his  power,  and  give  him  his  only  fub- 
ftantial  praife  ;  and  in  return  he  ought  always  to 
aft,  and  to  chufe  his  fervants,  for  their  general 
fatisfaftion  and  welfare. 

The  failings  of  a  mafter,  whole  alfcftions  were 
naturally  warped  to  his  native  country,  were  over¬ 
looked,  when  he  condefcended  to  receive  his  fer¬ 
vants  on  the  choice  of  his  people  ;  and  even  thefe 
fervants,  who  had  expofed  thofe  failings  in  all  the 
glare  of  exaggeration,  began  to  confider  of  making 
a  virtue  of  neceffity,  as  loon  as  they  were  received 
into  the  royal  favour  ;  that  is,  they  refolved  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  fhould  turn  the  local  attachments 
of  a  mafter  at  lead  to  fome  advantage,  in  order  to 
profit  by  a  channel  that  mult  inevitably  be  pur- 
fued.  On  the  29th  of  June,  1757,  Mr.  Pitt  was 
ire-appointed  fecretary  of  date  ;  and  three  days  after 
the  minidry  was  arranged  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner.  'I  he  duke  of  Newcaftle>  firfl  lord  of  the 
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treafury ;  Mr.  Legge,  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer;  lord  Anfon,  firfb  lord  of  the  admiralty; 
Mr.  Fox,  paymafter  of  the  forces  ;  and  lord  Tem¬ 
ple,  lord  privy  feal.  This  was  the  only  healing 
meafure  that  could  be  purfued  ;  the  parties  theni- 
felves  were  fatisfied,  and  fo  were  their  numerous 
friends  ;  part  of  whom  were  put  in  offices  of  lefs 
importance.  The  minifters  condefcended  to  an 
amicable  capitulation  in  their  feveral  opinions, 
which  they  had  violently  puffied  in  different  ex¬ 
tremes  ;  and  from  that  moment  the  nation  began 
to  hope,  the  council  to  be  unanimous,  and  Ipirit 
to  revive  among  the  people.  It  may  be  wondered 
how  men  who  feemed  fo  inflexibly  oppoflte  to  each 
other,  fhould  at  length  unite ;  but  it  is  belt  ac¬ 
counted  for  in  the  words  of  Sir  William  Temple  ; 
‘  Quarrels  with  the  age  and  pretences  of  reform- 

*  ing  it,  end  commonly  like  the  pains  of  a  man 

*  in  a  little  boat,  who  tugs  at  a  rope  that  is  faft 

*  to  a  (hip.  It  looks  as  if  he  meant  to  draw  the 
‘  fnip  to  him ;  but  the  truth  is,  he  draw's  himfelf 

*  to  the  ffiip,  where  he  gets  in,  and  does  like  the 

*  reft  of  the  crew.”  The  application  is  obvious 
and  juft,  and  perhaps  the  alluflon  may  not  be 
thought  unpleafant.  Although  this  was  the  cafe, 
yet  the  people  did  not  leflen  in  their  confidence  in 
Mr.  Pitt ;  they  did  not  fear  negledt  where  his  vi- 
gilence  and  capacity  were  to  be  exerted  ;  and  as 
they  knew  he  entertained  an  inveterate  hatred  to 
France,  they  trufted  to  his  wifdom  for  the  mea- 
fures  to  humble  that  power.  The  miniftry  was 
not  only  eftabliffied  in  outward  form,  by  the  happy 
arraignment  abovementioned,  ‘  but  even  in  the 
‘  hearts  of  men,’  as  Bolingbroke  fays  -,  by  Mr. 
Pitt  being  allowed  to  be  the  principal  dire  dor  of 
affairs,  without  his  afiiiming  to  become  a  premier. 
The  genius  of  England  feemed  to  rife  with  the  ad- 
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miniftration,  and  a  new  foul  diffufed  itfelt  through¬ 
out  all  ranks  of  people  ;  whole  hearts  burned  with 
refentment  to  wipe  out  paft  difgraces,  to  reflore 
the  glory,  the  honour,  and  the  true  character  or 
their  country. 

HERE  his  adminiftration  properly  begins; 
what  has  hitherto  been  laid,  may  be  confidered  as 
a  deduction  of  the  caufes  which  gave  birth  to  his 
power.  It  will  be  proper,  before  wc  proceed  any 
further,  to  preface  the  remaining  fheets  with  forne 
account  of  thofe  notions  of  government  which 
were  the  fource  of  all  our  future  fucceftes.  As  he 
never  could  perceive  fuch  a  myftery  in  politics, 
which  has  been  long  pretended,  fo  he  found  the 
bell  policy  to  be  confuting  the  good  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  by  purfuing  fhort,  eafy,  honeft,  and  law¬ 
ful  means,  which  are  certain,  if  directed  by  wii- 
dom  and  prudence,  to  obtain  the  Deft  and  fafeft 
end.  The  few  minifters  who  have  trod  in  the 
plain  dired  road,  have  never  failed  gaining  their 
point,  and  will  be  revered  to  all  ages ;  whereas  on 
the  contrary,  thofe  who  have  been  noted  lor  ielfifh 
views,  for  men  of  deep  intrigue,  and  artful  ma¬ 
naging  of  parties,  ever  going  the  fartheft  way 
about,  and  eternally  involved  in  bye  paths  and  in¬ 
tricate  labyrinths  of  their  own  contrivance,  have 
often  brought  the  nation  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  and 
entailed  indeliable  infamy  on  themfelves.  1  hefe 
aflertions  are  verified  by  fads  *,  what  fads  perhaps 
it  would  be  dangerous  particularly  to  fay.  It  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  obferve,  that  from  the  condud  of  in¬ 
triguing  minifters  national  diiunion  and  diicontcnt 
will  proceed,  and  they  will  weaken  the  conliftency, 
the  vigour,  and  expedition  of  all  public  meafures. 
On  the  contrary,  from  the  condud  of  Mr.  lhtt 
proceeded  union  joy  and  hope-,  which  produced 
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happinefs  and  fuccefs :  affedion  in  every  enterpriser 
an  ing  rom  a  perfect  confidence  in  him  impelled 
t  k  mind  to  honourable  aftion. — Prom  this  union 
cvei  j,  public  and  private  advantage  was  derived ;  bv 
it  our  commerce  was  enlarged,  the  ftate  ftrengthen- 
ed,  and  the  nation  became  powerful  and  refpedted. 
PP  who  effeded  thele,  and  eftablifhed  virtue  on 
the  ruins  of  corruption,  was  juftly  entitled  to  the 
appellation  of  The  Minister  of  the  people  ;  a 
title  by  far  more  honourable  than  any  which  a 
court  can  bellow. 

Mr.  Pitt  did  not  at  firft  acquiefce  in  the  German 
war,  but  he  refolved  on  an  expedition  to  the  coaft 
of  trance,  that  Should  at  once  ferve  both  Ger¬ 
many  and  Britain.  The  fcheme  of  a  littoral  war 
againft  France  was  undoubtedly  a  good  one,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prefent  fyftem  of  affairs.  France 
had  embarked  in  the  quarrels  of  the  empire,  and 
was  marching  great  armies  to  increafe  thofe  diftur- 
bances  ;  an  attempt  therefore  to  annoy  her  coaft, 
and  ckftroy  her  maritime  (lores,  would  lerve  Bri¬ 
tain,  by  annihilating  her  rival  ftrength  ;  and  lerve 
Germany,  by  obliging  her  to  keep  her  troops  at 
home  for  the  defence  of  her  maritime  places. 
Some  few,  who  were  againft  this  kind  of  war 
urged  it.  was  cowardly,  weak,  and  immethodical  • 
but  they  v/ere  foon  over-ruled  by  others,  who  al- 
lerted,  that  it  was  no  matter  which  way  the  enemy 
was  annoyed,  provided  (lie  was  but  fenlibly  hurt. 

The  Britilh  connexions  in  Germany,  at  this  time, 
had  need  of  fuch  afliftance.  The  Auftrians  had 
penetrated  into  Saxony  and  Silelia,  had  taken  feve- 
ral  fcrong  places,  and  defeated  feveral  of  the  Pruf- 
ftan  detachments.  The  Ruffians  had  invaded  Pruf- 
lia-,  the  Swedes,  Pomerania;  the  Imperialifts  and 
French,  Saxony;  and  the  other  French  army  had 
feized  Embden,  and  other  places  of  confequence, 

and 
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and  having  united  the  detachments  made  from  this 
army,  they  followed  the  duke  of  Cumberland  over 
the  Wefer,  and  defeated  his  army  at  Haftenbec  ; 
his  Royal  Highnefs  finding  the  electorate  no  longer- 
tenable  againlt  fuch  fuperior  numbers,  retreated  to 
Stade,  where,  under  the  mediation  of  Denmark,  he 
obtained  a  ceffation  ot  hoftilities  ;  and  prevented 
his  whole  army  being  made  prifoners,  by  agreeing 
to  a  convention  of  neutrality,  which  ordered  his 
troops  to  be  difiributed  into  quarters  of  canton¬ 
ment. 

The  convention  was  figned  on  the  very  day  that 
the  expedition  fleet  fet  fail :  the  lhips  were  com¬ 
manded  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  and  the  troops  by 
Sir  John  Mordaunt  •,  who,  agreeable  to  their  in- 
ftru&ions,  proceeded  to  Bafque  road,  in  order  to 
attack  the  town  of  Rochefort.  A  concurrence  of 
evils  fruftrated  this  expedition  :  it  will  be  hard  to 
determine  whether  they  were  purpofely  framed,  or 
accidentally  tell  out.  The  French  nation  is  faid  to 
have  been  alarmed  by  the  troops  lying  on  the  Ifle 
of  Wight  foine  time  before  they  failed,  and  by 
very  good  intelligence  from  England.  Two  days 
after  the  fleet  made  the  enemy’s  land,  the  Viper 
hoop  was  dilpatched  from  England,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  to  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hawke,  and  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  dated 
Whitehall,  September  15,  1757,  and  received  by 
them  on  board  the  Ramilies  on  the  2 2d  day  of 
September. 

c  Sir, 

His  Majefty,  by  his  fecret  inftru&ions,  dated 
c  the  5th  day  of  Auguft  laft,  having  directed  the 
c  return  of  the  fleet  under  your  command,  to- 
c  gether  with  the  land  forces  on  board,’  “  fo  as  to 
be  in  England  at,  or  about,  as  near  as  may  be, 

“  the 
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the  end  of  September,  unlefs  the  circtimftances 
oi  the  iiiips  and  forces  fliall  neceffarily  require 
cc  their  return  fooner  /’  c  ]  am  now  to  fignify  to 
you  the  king's  pleafure,  that  you  do  not  con¬ 
sider  the  abovementioned  time,  limited  for  your 
return,  as  intended,  in  any  manner  to  affeft,  or 
interfere  with  the  full  execution  of  the  firff  and 
principal  objeft  of  the  expedition,  namely. 
Attempting,  as  far  as  fhall  be'  found  practi¬ 
cable,  a  defeent  on  the  French  coaft,  at  or 
<c  near  Rochefort,  in  order  to  attack  if  pracli- 
cable,  and,  by  a  vigorous  impreflion,  force  that 
place,  and  to  bum  and  deftroy,  to  the  utmoft 
of  your  power,  all  {hipping,  docks,  maga-- 
zines,  and  arfenais,  that  fliall  be  found  there, 
and  exert  fuch  other  efforts,  as  fliall  be  judged 
*6  moft  proper  for  annoying  the  enemy/5  6  And1 

*  with  regard  to  any  other  particular  attempt, 
4  which,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  you  fhall  have 

<  commenced,  and  in  the  execution  whereof  you 

*  fhall  be  actually  engaged,  it  is  alfo  his  majefty’s 

<  pleafure  that  you  do  not  defift  from,  or  break  up 

<  the  fame,  merely  and  folely  on  account  of  the 

*  time,  limited  for  your  return,  by  the  inftruc- 
c  tions  abovementioned  ;  but  that  notwitliftand- 

<  ing  the  fame,  you  do  continue,  with  the  fleet, 
c  during  fuch  a  farther  number  of  days  as  may 
4  afford  a  competent  time,  for  the  completion  of 
c  any  operation  under  the  above  circumftances  ; 
c  after  which  you  are  to  take  care  to  return,  with 
c  the  fleet  under  your  command,  and  the  forces 
c  on  board,  in  the  manner  directed  by  your  former 
6  inflrudlions. 


*  I  am,  &c. 


5  W.  PITT/ 
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It  has  been  fhrewdly  fufpeCted,  that  this  (loop, 
or  the  Harwich  man  of  war,  which  failed  at  the 
fame  time  from  Plymouth  on  the  fame  deftination, 
carried  other  difpatches  of  a  more  fecret  nature, 
and  faid  to  be  utterly  unknown  to  the  minifter. 

On  the  23d  cf  September  the  little  ills  of  Aix 
was  taken.  At  the  time  this  little  conqueff  was 
made,  it  was  expected  the  troops  were  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  landed ;  but  on  the  2  5th  the  military  officers 
refolved  in  a  council  of  war,  that  an  attempt  upon 
Rochefort  was  neither  advifeable  nor  practicable. 
On  the  8th  of  October,  after  having  moft  effectu¬ 
ally  alarmed  the  French  coaft,  it  was  refolved  to 
land  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Charente,  and  at 
12  o’clock  at  night  the  troops  were  put  into  the 
boats,  where  they  remained  four  hours  on  a  boif- 
terous  fea,  and  then  were  ordered  back  again  ; 
upon  which  admiral  Broderick  acquainted  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hawke,  ‘  That  having  prepared  all  the 

*  boats  with  proper  officers  to  land  the  troops, 

*  he  was  now  to  acquaint  him,  that  the  generals 
‘  were  come  to  a  refolution  not  to  land  to-nivht, 

o  * 

4  but  to  wait  till  day-light,  when  they  can  have  a 
c  full  view  of  the  ground  whereon  they  are  to 
‘  land.’  Sir  Edward  then  defired  Mr.  Broderick 
to  enquire  of  the  general  officers,  whether  they  hacl 
any  further  military  operations  to  propole,  that  the 
fquadron  might  not  be  unneceflarily  detained  :  to 
which  the  commander  of  the  land  forces  lent  this 
anfwer,  6  We  all  agree  in  returning  diredly  to 
6  England.’  Upon  which  Sir  Edward  lent  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  conclufion  of  which  is  thus  : 
6  It  was  the  daily  expedition  of  their  undertaking 
c  fomething,  which  induced  me  to  Hay  here  to 
c  long.  As  I  have  got  their  final  refolution,  I 
4  fhall  fail  for  England  to-morrow  morning.’ 
When  the  fleet  arrived,  the  whole  nation  was  in  a 

ferment 
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ferment ;  they  exclaimed  againft  the  commanddrs* 
and  cried  aloud  tor  juftice  on  the  delinquents.  Thd 
officers  blamed  the  miniftry  ;  who,  to  acquit  them-* 
ielves,  directed  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  caufesf 
01  the  mifcarriage.  1  he  officers  appointed  to  maker 
this  enquiry,  whofe  penetration  will  ever  be  ap¬ 
plauded,  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  caufes 
of  the  mifcarriage  were,  4  Not  attacking  fore 
4  Fouras  by  fea,  *  at  the  fame  time  that  it  cowld 
4  have  been  attacked  by  land  :  and,  coming  to  a 
4  refolution  on  the  25th  of  September,  that  an 
4  attempt  on  Rochefort  was  neither  advifeable  nor 
4  practicable,  though  at  that  time  there  were  no 
4  troops  nor  batteries  on  fhore  to  prevent  a  de- 
^  Q  lcent.5  From  hence  it  appeared,  that  the  of¬ 
ficers  had  been  guilty  of  difobedience  of  orders. 
The  reader  may  perhaps  ftartle  at  this  affertion, 
but  we  will  give  him  a  part  of  fuch  of  the  evi¬ 
dences  as  tended  to  prove  the  attempt  was  practi¬ 
cable.  Lieutenant-colonel  Clark  laid,  that  he, 
with  three  more  officers,  went  on  fhore,  and  walk¬ 
ed  two  miles,  over  a  fpungy  neck  of  land,  called 
Me  Denis,  to  the  folid  continent,  without  molejla - 


*  It  is  proper  to  explain  this  matter.  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
find  propofed  laying  a  60  gun  fhip  againd  Fouras,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  landing  of  the  troops ;  and  Thierry,  a  noted 
French  pilot,  who  gave  much  of  that  information  on  which  the 
expedition  was  planned,  undertook  to  conduct  fuch  a  fhip  for 
that  purpofe  ;  but  it  was  laid  afide  upon  a  reprefen tation  from 
vice-admiral  Knowles,  f  that  even  a  bomb-ketch  had  run  aground 
at  above  two  miles  didance  from  the  fort.’  As  it  is  probable 
thofe  who  conducted  the  bomb-ketch  miffed  the  channel  through 
ignorance,  it  excited  wonder  and  aftonifnment,  that  Thierry, 
(who  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  fays,  be¬ 
haved  with  great  bravery  and  {kill,  and  who  declared  he  could 
carry  the  Magnanime,  wdiich  is  74  guns,  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  Fouras)  Was  not  permitted  to  try  his  (kill; — for  might 
not  a  iloop  be  driven  on  a  fand  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,"  by 
a  pilot  ignorant  of  the  navigation  of  that  river  ? 
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ticn  ;  and  he  faid  the  army  might  eafily  have  land¬ 
ed  at  Chatelailion  bay.  This  opinion  he  formed 
on  the  fpot.  Colonel  Woolfe  (who  afterwards  took 
Quebec)  confirmed  his  opinion,  viz.  that  a  land¬ 
ing  on  that  bay  might  have  been  made  entirely  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  enemy’s  artillery.  Admiral 
Broderick  deicribed  this  landing  place  to  be  a  fair, 
hard,  fandy  beach,  and  in  his  opinion  a  landing 
might  have  been  made  here  with  eafe,  for  the  mini¬ 
ports  could  come  within  half  a  mile  of  the  bay. 
The  board  of  inquiry,  by  their  opinion,  having 
attributed  a  principal  caufe  of  the  mifcarriage  to 
the  military  officers,  the  commander  of  the  land- 
forces,  in  order  to  vindicate  his  charadter,  applied 
for  a  court  martial,  which  was  granted  :  the  charge 
was  difobedience  of  orders  ;  but  after  the  fame 
evidences  were  again  examined,  with  the  addition 
of  Sir  Edward  Elawke,  he  was  adjudged  not  guil¬ 
ty.  However,  the  public  difcontent  did  not'  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  lead  appealed.  There  feemed  to  be  a 
fufpicion,  that  the  real  caufes  of  the  failure  were 
to  be  attributed  fomewhere  die.  In  this  point  the 
minitier  could  not  be  to  blame  :  for  he  intended 
the  expedition  to  annoy  the  enemy,  to  make  him 
fufeeptive  of  wounds  upon  his  own  coalls,  to  ftrike 
terror  and  difmay  throughout  all  his  fuhjeSLs,  to 
enervate  and  difpirit  his  arms,  and  to  threaten  his 
deftruftion  as  a  maritime  power.  While  on  the 
other  hand  it  might  elate  the  hopes  and  fpirits  of 
the  Britifh  nation,  and  to  ftimulate  them  to  fuc- 
ceffive  actions  of  glory  and  ccnqueft.  But  lie  had 
the  misfortune  to  find  the  confequences  of  the  ex- 
pedition  diredlly  oppofite  *,  and  to  tweet*  n  this  bit¬ 
ter  pill,  to  fee  an  attempt  in  the  city  for  lifting  out 
the  true  caufe,  by  propofing  to  obtain  a  parliamen¬ 
tary  enquiry,  over-ruled  by  a  meffage  from  the 

E  .  King. 
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King  *. — Do  not  all  thefe  things  concur  to  fup- 
port  the  fufpicion  of  a  fccret  cauje  for  the  failure 
of  the  exoedition  ? 

i 

Although  the  defign  of  this  expedition  was  fruf- 
trate  ,  yet  the  European  powers  interefted  in  the 
lea,  penetrated  into  the  fpirit  of  the  new  mmitter, 
nd  began  in  Handy  to  change  their  former  opinion 
of  the  Britifh  counfels.  They  faw  with  furprife,  a 
man  placed  at  the  head  of,  and  giving  directions 
to,  a  warlike  people-,  a  man  who  admitted  no  other 
rule  for  his  operations  again  ft  the  enemy  than  con- 
veniency ;  they  were  alarmed  at  his  refolution  and 
new  fyftem  *,  and  though  he  had  failed  in  his  firft 
attempt,  they  faw  plainly  he  was  not  difeouraged 
by  it.  Sweden  and  Denmark  concluded  a  treaty, 
purporting  the  defence  of  their  commerce  in  the 
Baltic  *,  and  they  fent  their  united  iquadrons  to 
cruize  in  that  lea,  fearing  he  fhould  lend  a  fleet 
into  the  north.  The  Dutch  propofed  to  augment 
their  fliips  from  the  fame  fear ;  and  the  Italian 
fta’es,  in  corfunftion  with  the  king  of  Naples, 
took  every  p  ecaution  that  was  in  their  power  for 
the  fecurity  of  their  ports..  Spain  and  Portugal 
milled  their  fecurity  to  their  important  commercial 


*  November  1757.  c  At  a  court  of  common  council  at 

*  Guild  hall,  a  motion  was  made  to  addrefs  his  majefty  on  the 

<  mifearriage  of  the  late  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France  ; 

*  and  after  feme  debate  the  lord-mayor  was  afked  by  a  member 
of  the  court,  if  any  information  had  been  given  to  his  lord- 
fbip  of  an  enquiry  being  intended  to  be  made,  he  arbwered, 
that  on  Monday  evening  [Gdlober  31.]  William  Blair,  Efq; 

4  ons  0f  the  clerks  ot  his  majefty’s  moil  honourable  privy 

*  council,  came  to  the  Manfion  houfe,  and  acquainted  him, 
‘  that  his  maj ■  fly  had  given  proper  directions  for  an  enquiry  to 
4  be  forthwith  made  into  the  behaviour  of  the  commanding 

<  officers  of  the  laid  expedition,  or  to  yhat  effeft  ;  whereupon 
the  motion  was  immediately  withdrawn.’  [A/  the  public 

papers. 
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connexions  with  Gx-eat  Britain.  France  was  not 
prepared  for  fuch  an  enemy,  who  braving  every 
method,  and  adopting  new  fchemes,  prepared  to 
attack  her  defperately.  At  home  he  was  unani¬ 
mously  applauded  •,  and  having  rouzed  the  ipirit 
of  the  nation  from  that  ftupid  lethargv  in  which 
he  found  it,  was  defervedly  and  highly  efteemed  by 
all  ranks  of  people  ;  and,  for  the  firit  time,  popu¬ 
larity  and  the  adminiftration  were  feen  united  :  a 
meafure  which  is  fo  effential  in  a  country  like  Eno-, 
land,  that  a  minijter ,  unlefs  he  has  the  power  and 
confidence  to  gain  it,  can  never  aft  with  the  Strength 
ot  the  whole  nation,  nor  invigorate  a  true  fipirit 
into  the  people,  who  abhorring  or  not  chufing  to 
confide  in  him,  his  adminiftration  will  be  found 
to  be  one  continued  Scene  of:  dilgrace  abroad,  and 
diftraftion  at  home.  Happily  the  people  had  rca- 
fon  to  think  their  confidence  was  not  miiplaced  in 
Mr.  Pitt  *;  they  had  experienced  his  honefty,  and 
found  him  neither  influenced  by  lucrative  nor  am¬ 
bitious  views  ;  ever  fteadily  purfuing  their  interefts 
and  liappinefs,  and  eagerly  ieizing  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  gratify  all  their  wifhes,  and  preferve  una¬ 
nimity,  which  he  knew  was  his  only  Support,  and 
would  carry  him  through  every  meafure  for  hum¬ 
bling  the  enemy  with  fuccels.  1  hus  did  one  man 
change  the  race  of  affairs  in  the  Britifh  nation,  and 
fill  with  alarm  all  the  potentates  of  Europe,  who 
had  hitherto  entertained  bur  a  defpicable  opinion 
of  our  national  vvifdom  and  Strength and  revive 
the  ancient  Spirit  and  military  virtue  of  the  people. 


Even  the  '<ries  placed  their  cGnfid.nce  in  him,  and  con- 
curn?d  in  the  promotion  of  all  his  meafures,  pleading  that  his 
difenterejlednfi  was  the  caufe  of  it.  He  was  indeed  diiintc- 
rdtjc,  for  he  nad  all  the  trouble  of  power,  without  the  pica- 
lure  of  gratifying  his  friends. 
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to  be,  as  they  often  have  been,  the  terror  of  the 
French. 

In  America  the  effedfts  of  his  firft  adminiftration 
were  felt  by  this  time.  Admiral  Coates,  who  had 
been  fent  with  a  fquadron  to  Jamaica  in  February 
laft,  detached  captain  Forreft,  with  three  fhips,  to 
cruize  oft  Cape  Francois,  in  order  to  intercept  the 
French  trade  bound  for  Europe.  At  this  time 
there  lay  in  the  harbour  four  French  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  three  frigates  *,  the  commander  *  of 
whom,  in  order  to  drive  the  Englifh  fhips  off  that 
ftation,  ftrengthened  his  crews  and  quarters"with 
an  additional  number  of  failors  and  folcliers,  and 
put  to  lea.  When  captain  Forreft  delcried  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  called  his  two  captains  on  board  him,  and 
faid,  c  Gentlemen,  you  know  your  own  ftrength, 
v  and  fee  that  of  the  enemy  :  final!  we  give  them 
4  battle  ?’  They  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 
c  Then  dhtd  he,  fight  them  we  will  •  there  is  no 

time  to  be  loft  •,  return  to  your  fhips,  and  get 
c  them  ready  for  engaging.5  The  Engiifh  bore 
down  upon  the  enemy  with  uncommon  fpirit,  and 
betran  the  aftion,  which  raged  with  the  utmoft 
fury  about  two  hours  and  an  half,  all  the  while  in 
fight  of  the  Cape  ;  when  the  French  finding  th  ,m- 
felves  greatly  damaged,  and,  notwit'iftanding  their 
vaft  fuperiority,  unable  to  take  any  of  the  Britifli 
fhips,  ran  away,  and  fought  their  prefervation  in 
the  harbour.  Captain  Forreft  returned  to  Jamaica 
to  refit  his  fhips  -f. 

During 


*  M.  Kerfaint,  who,  in  the  month  of  November,  1796, 
{ailed  from  France  on  an  expedition  to  Jcour  the  iv  liffi  fet- 
tlements  on  the  coaii  of  Guinea,  which  he  executed  with  tole¬ 
rable  fuccefs. 

f  Another  gallant  a&ion  of  this  brave  officer  deferves  to  be 

mentioned :  lie  in  a  fubfequent  cruize,  near  the  ifiarui  ot  H  ;i- 

paniola* 


r» 
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During  the  fummer,  the  effects  of  his  having 
been  turned  out  of  the  adrniniilration  were  alfo  felt 
in  America.  We  before  mentioned  admiral  Hol- 
born’s  being  fent  too  late  •,  it  now  remains  to  fpeak 
of  the  conlequences.  Lord  Loudoun  f  drew  the 
troops  from  the  northern  frontier  of  the  Britifh 
fettlements  ‘adjoining  to  Canada,  and  he  continued 
to  call  the  troops  from  the  other  parts,  till  he  had 
collected  a  body  of  6000  men,  and  with  thefe  he 
embarked  at  New  York  for  Halifax,  to  go  on 
an  expedition  againft  Louifbourgh.  It  is  well 
worth  obferving,  that  he  let  fail  on  the  19th  of 


paniola,  took  (by  a  vvell-conccrted  projeft)  a  whole  fleet  of 
nine  French  merchantmen,  richly  laden,  with  a  fingle  Chip, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  five  harbours,  into  any  of  which, 
could  the  enemy  but  have  rfcaped,  they  might  have  been  fc- 
cure,  and  carried  them  into  Jamaica,  where  they  were  all  con¬ 
demned.  This  was  the  firlt  llroke  given  to  the  enemy’s  trade 
in  Mr.  Pitt’s  adrniniilration. 

f  Unfortunately  for  his  lord  Chip’s  popularity,  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  this  nation,  an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  Chips  in  North 
America  on  the  third  of  March,  in  order  that  the  enemy 
might  not  receive  any  intelligence  of  his  defigns,  and  to  make 
provifions  plenty  and  cheap  for  the  army  and  navy  ;  although, 
he  might  have  known  that  the  exports  would  never  exhault  the 
great  quantities  of  proviiions  which  the  Britifh  colonies  pro¬ 
duce,  and  the  enemy  might  receive  intelligence  by  other  chan¬ 
nels.  The  country  was  greatly  injured  by  this  embargo,  which 
made  the  haple  commodity  a  drug ;  for  the  merchant,  the 
farmer,  and  the  labourer  all  fuffered,  while  the  contractors  put 
immenfe  fums  into  their  pockets.  Unfortunately  likewife, 
there  was  a  great  defect  in  the  lait  year’s  crop  in  England,,  and 
bread  was  fo  exceiiive  fcarce,  that  the  nation  was  in  dread  of 
a  famine,  without  being  able  to  procure  relief  from  its  colo¬ 
nies,  where  there  was  a  great  plenty  :  but  the  government 
wifely  took  away  this  authority  of  laying  future  embargoes.  It 
is  proper  to  obferve,  that  a  little  before  the  embargo  was  laid, 
advice  was  received  at  New  York  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  com 
in  England. 


June, 
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June  convoy'd  only  by  three  frigates,  and  arrived 
at  lia.ifaxon  the  29th,  during  ail  which  time  the 
.rrench  fleets  were  entire  m  a  tiers  of  the  feas  in 
North  America,  and  therefore  there  was  the  utmolt 
hazard  of  him,  and  ail  the  troops  being  made' pri- 
foners  by  them;  for  admiral  Hoibourn  did  not  arrive 
till  fome  time  after  lord  Loudoun  had  fortunately 
landed  at  Hallifax.  On  the  9th  of  [uly  admiral 
Hoibourn  arrived  with  the  troops  from  Cork  ; 
when  a  junction  of  the  forces  being  made,  it  was 
found  that  tney  amounted  to  12,000  elfeftive  men  ; 
and  that  tne  fleet  coninled  of  1 5  tan  of  the  line,  and 
18  ftigates,  & c.  Near  a  month  was  Ipent  at  Ha¬ 
lifax  in  exerciflng  the  troops  ;  and  by  feints,  accuf- 
toming  them  to  divers  forts  of  attacks  and  defence. 
Thefe  Heps  were  condemned  by  fome  as,— ‘  keep- 
‘  inS  the  courage  of  his  Majefty’s  foldiers  at  bay, 
and  expending  the  nation’s  wealth  in  making 
lham  fignts  and  planting  cabbages  *,  when  they 
‘  ought  to  have  been  fighting  the  enemies  of  their 
king  and  country  in  reality.’  At  length,  on  the 

■■  1 


Alluding  to  a  hafly  expreffion  of  lord  Charles  Hay,  who 
was  a  major-general  in  this  armament,  and  who,  in  one  of  the 
frequent  councils  which  were  held  at  this  place,  was  put  under 
an  arrert  for  fome  public  reflexions  on  the  condu&  of  affairs. 
In  the  year  1759)10  folicited  a  court-martial,  in  order  to  clear 
his  character  from  the  confequences  of  a  difagreement  between 
him  and  the  commander  in  chief,  which  was  granted,  and  hell 
in  London  :  the  charge  was  contempt  of  orders  ;  hut  his  lord- 
liiip  died  berore  the  proceedings  were  clofed.  However,  it  is 
necefiary  to  oblerve,  in  juilice  to  his  memorv,  that  tiie  uneafi- 
nefs  which  he  fiiewed  to  fome  tran faction's  in  America,  dis¬ 
played  a  becoming  ardour  in  him,  whole  courage  and  zeal* were 
known  to  the  world,  and  had  been  diftinguiftied°by  the  applaufes 
of  the  enemy:  and  nothing  will  be  hazarded  in  laving,  he 
was  one  01  the  bravelt  and  bell  oiiictirs  on  this  fervice. 


fir  ft 
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firft  of  Auguft,  the  troops  were  embarked  to  go 
againft  Louifbourgh  •  but  on  the  fourth  a  fuppofed 
French  packet,  f  from  Louifbourgh  to  France, 
was  taken  and  brought  in.  By  the  letters  found  on 
board  this  packet  it  appeared,  that  there  were  then 
in  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg  1 7  fhips  of  the  line, 
three  frigates,  6000  troops  in  garrilon,  with  3000 
natives,  and  1300  Indians  :  the  place  well  fupplied 
with  all  kinds  of  military  ftores,  and  the  people  all 
in  high  fpirits,  and  wifhing  for  an  attack.  On  the 
receipt  of  this  intelligence,  the  whole  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations  was  laid  afide.  Lord  Loudoun  with  the 
troops  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  arrived 
Auguft  30,  and  admiral  Holbourn  cruized  off  Cape 
Breton,  hoping  that  as  the  feafon  advanced,  when 
the  French  fleet  muff  leave  their  harbour  and  re¬ 
turn  to  Europe,  he  fhould  be  able  to  carry  fome 
of  them  to  England,  in  recompcnce  for  an  inac¬ 
tive  campaign  •,  but  on  the  24th  of  September  his 
fleet  was  terribly  fhattered  and  difperfed  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  Form,  which  forced  him.  off  his  ltation,  and 
fome  of  the  fhips,  in  great  diftrefs,  to  return  to 
England.  Idle  French  fleet,  having  now  an  op¬ 
portunity,  returned  to  Europe  unmolefted. 

The  fagacity  which  drew  the  troops  from  the 
northern  frontier  of  the  Englifh  provinces,  in  fo 
doing,  expofed  them  to  the  rncurfions  of  the 
French  troops  of  Canada  •,  for  during  the  ab fence 


f  Some  who  canvafs  the  whole  proceedings  of  this  expe¬ 
dition  with  a  levere  eye,  look  upon'  this  affair  of  the  packet 
boat  as  a  political  contrivance  of  the  people  at  Lofflbourgh,  to 
intimidate  the  Britifh  ofih  ers  with  an  exa  ^crated  account  of  the 

*  o 

garrifon  and  others  bearing  arms  ;  for  lhe  was  chatufl  tp  any 
hours,  during  which  time  lhe  never  offer  d  to  throw* *  Titer  dif- 
patches  overboard;  a  precaution  always  taken  by  packet  boats 
in  a  time  or  war.  There  have  been  many  pleafant  little  ilories 
and  anecdotes  told  at  New  York  of  this  expedition. 
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or  Lord  Loudoun,  fort  William  Henry,  which 
Hood  on  lake  George,  fell  a  prey  to  the  French 
arms ;  tho’  one  would  have  thought  our  people 
might  have  taken  warning  from  a  recent  alarm  * 
given  to  that  fore  before  his  lordfnip’s  departure, 
and  therefore  it  could  not  have  been  imprudent  to 
have  left  a  ftrong  fuccour  for  its  relief,  in  cafe  of 
a  fccond  attack.  However  fo  it  was,  that  while 
his  lordihip  was  gone  on  the  expedition  againft 
Louifoourgli,  the  marquis  de  Montcalm  laid  fiege 
to  the  fort  on  the  third  of  Auguft,  with  10,000 
men,  and  a  train  of  artillery  ;  and  on  the  ninth 
colonel  Monro,  the  commander,  was  obliged  to 
furrender,  having  expended  all  his  ammunition. 
The  garrifon  obtained,  by  their  gallant  defence,  an 
honourable  capitulation  ;  but  many  of  them  were 
cruelly  butchered  by  the  French  Indians,  together 
with  the  women  and  children.  Such  a  feene  of 
favage  cruelty,  and  horrid  barbarity,  was  never 
exhibited  as  that  at  the  gates  of  this  fort  ;  the 
infants  and  children  were  feized  by  the  heels,  and 
their  brains  beat  out  againit  ftones  and  trees  ;  the 
throats  of  feme  of  the  woman  were  cut ;  and  the 
bodies  of  others  were  ript  open,  and  their  bowels 
torn  out  and  thrown  in  their  faces ;  and  other  more 
lhocking  marks  of  rage,  horror,  and  cruelty  were 
committed,  which,  for  the  fake  of  the  humane 
reader,  we  {hall  not  mention.  Ail  thefe  were  done 


*  The  affair  was  thus  :  about  the  beginning  of  March  (du¬ 
ring  the  fevereft  feafon)  a  party  of  French  paftedlake  George  on 
the  ice,  without  any  ammunition  or  pro  via  on  but  what  they 
drew  after  them  upon  fledges  :  they  intended  to  furprke  the 
garrifon,  and  take  the  fort  by  efcalade ;  but  the  vigilance  of 
major  Avxcs,  the  then  commander,  frunrated  tneir  ucfign  \ 
Pis  Gentries  gave  intelligence  of  their  approach,  and  he  in- 
flantly  provided  for  a  proper  defence,  upon  v.  arch  tnc  enemy 

raired. 
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in  fight  of  the  French  regulars,  and  their  inhuman 
commander,  who,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  the 
capitulation,  never  ordered  them  to  reftrain  the 
barbarity  of  the  Indians  Part  of  the  garrifon, 
however,  efcaped  to  fort  Edward,  in  a  miferable 
condition,  after  being  puriued  feven  miles  by  the 
enemy’s  favages.  General  Webb,  with  near  4C00 
men,  was  an  indifferent  ipeftator  of  the  operations 
of  the  fiege  •, — perhaps  he  thought  his  numbers 
not  iufficient  to  hazard  a  battle  with  Montcalm, 
nor  to  relieve  the  place. 

Now  we  will  return  to  the  translations  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  7  he  king  of  Pruflia,  hemmed  in  by  his 
enemies  on  all  Tides,  knew  not  which  of  them  to 
attack  firft :  at  length,  after  many  marches  and 
ftratagems,  he  brought  the  army  of  the  Empire  to 
a  battle  on  the  filth  of  November,  near  Rof- 
bach,  and,  after  a  fhort  conflict,  gained  a  com¬ 
plete  victory.  The  confequence  of  this  battle  was 
luch,  that  it  not  only  freed  him  on  that  quarter, 
but  likewile  prevented  the  French,  who  had  over¬ 
run  Hanover,  from  penetrating  into  Magdeburg. 
— Being  relieved  in  thefe  two  very  material  parts, 
by  one  decifive  ftroke,  he  turned  his  arms  againft 
the  Auftrians  •,  who,  in  his  abfencc,  had  almoft 
wrefted  Silefiaout  of  his  hands,  and  entirely  forced 
his  troops  from  their  intrcnchments,  who  were  com¬ 
manded  by  the  prince  of  Bevern  ;  he  totally  over¬ 
threw  their  grand  army  on  the  fifth  of  December, 
near  Breflau  •,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year,  re¬ 
gained  all  Silefia,  except  the  town  of  Schweidnitz, 
and  had  more  prifoners  in  his  pofiefTion  than  the 
amount  of  his  whole  army.  Thefe  brave  actions, 
lo  glorious  and  lo  rapid,  endeared  him  to  the 
friendfbip  of  the  people  of  England,  who  had  but 
jult  berore  given  him  up  as  a  prey  to  his  numerous 
enemies :  they  now  beheld  with  aftonilhment  and 

F  admiration. 
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dmiration,  his  activity  and  gallantry,  in  extrica¬ 
ting  himlelf  out  ot  io  many  difficulties  *,  and  every 
man  at  that  time  faid,  it  was  a  pity  fo  brave  a  mo¬ 
narch  fhould  be  unfupported,  or  permitted  to  be 
crulhed  by  iuch  a  powerful,  yet  cowardly,  confe¬ 
deracy  :  and  fo  warm  were  the  whole  people  in  his 
behalf,  and  fo  eager  to  {hew  all  teftimonies  of  their 
good  wifhes  to  his  caufe,  that  on  the  anniverfary  of 
his  birth  day,  (Jan.  24,  1758.)  which  happened 
while  thefe  great  exploits  were  recent  in  every 
body’s  memory,  that  the  moll  extraordinary,  or 
rather  (conndering  he  was  a  foreign  prince)  the 
molt  extravagant  rejoicings  were  made  throughout 
the  kingdom. 

But  to  the  battle  of  Rofbach,  it  was  that  he 
principally  owed  his  good  fortune  and  glory  ;  the 
fpirits  of  his  troops,  which  had  been  funk  into  a 
ftate  of  defpondency,  by  furrounding  evils  and 
miferies,  inftantly  revived  after  that  adtion  •,  and 
the  hopes  and  thoughts  of  liberty  *  ftimulated 
them  to  future  deeds  of  valour  :  and  to  fpeak  im¬ 
partially,  which  is  our  profeffed  defign,  among 
the  other  confequences  of  this  battle  muft  be  num¬ 
bered  the  Hanoverians  refuming  their  arms  •,  for 
had  the  king  of  Pruffia  loft  it,  they  would  have 
remained  in  a  ftate  of  quietude. 

On  the  firft  of  December  the  parliament  met, 
when  there  appeared,  what  had  not  been  feen  for 
many  years,  a  perfect  unanimity  throughout  the 
whole  houfe  ;  which  gave  infinite  pleafure  to  every 
individual  without  doors,  and  inftilled  a  pleafing 
hope  and  profpedt  of  the  affairs  of  the  nation  being 
likely  to  go  on  well,  when  the  great  were  unani¬ 
mous  to  humble  the  enemy  :  indeed  the  true  caie 


* 


i.  e.  Clearing  their  country  of  the  enemy,  and  refeuing 
their  habitations  and  families  from  plunder  and  maflacrc. 

was. 
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was,  the  old  minifters  were  reconciled  to  the  new 

ones  ;  at  leaft  both  parties  came  to  a  kind  of  capi¬ 
tulation,  and  while  they  were  unanimous  in  coun¬ 
cil,  it  was  not  very  probable  that  their  adherents 
fhould  differ  in  parliament.  Added  to  all  this,  the 
King  became  better  reconciled  to  Mr.  Pitt,  (who 
may  be  confidered  as  foie  adting  minifter  ;  for  every 
thing  feemed  to  move  by  his  direction,  and  every 
body  to  acquiefce  in  his  advice  and  plans)  becaufe 
they  perfectly  agreed  in  one  very  principal  point, 
which  was  that  of  an  inveterate  hatred  to  the 
trench;  and  the  whole  nation  agreed  with  them 
alfo  :  but  the  difficulty  was  in  the  means  to  exert 
this  paffion,  or  rather  to  give  it  its  full  force  with 
the  ftrength  of  the  whole  nation  ;  each  were  wedded 
to  oppofite  principles  :  his  Majefty  was  for  a  con- 
tinential  war,  on  account  of  his  native  and  electoral 
dominions ;  Mr.  Pitt  was  for  a  naval  war,  as  the 
only  method  of  ruining  the  French  trade,  and  ag¬ 
grandizing  this  nation,  and  fecuring  its  dependen¬ 
cies.  It  would  be  neither  eafy  nor  prudent  to  car¬ 
ry  this  nice  point  any  further  ;  the  reader’s  pene¬ 
tration  will  enable  him  to  conceive  what  elle  is  not 
proper  to  explain.  We  will  only  add,  that  no 
favour  was  ufed  by  one,  nor  any  low-cunning  by 
the  other  ;  both  were  defirous  of  acquiring  them- 
felves  with  noble  aclions,  and  laudable  arguments 
were  made  ufe  of ;  they  were  equally  above  bafe- 
nel's,  and  equally  defirous  of  reducing  the  enemy. 
Mr.  Pitt  neither  wanted  nor  fought  clolet  favour,  in 
order  to  undermine  his  fellow  fervants  ;  and  his 
majefty  equally  detefted  being  led  by  the  nofe  :  he 
was  a  warrior  himfelf,  and  fond  of  n  foiution  and 
fpirit :  he  had  not  been  nurtured  on  the  lap  of  lux¬ 
ury,  nor  accuftomed  to  dangling  among  women, 
but  bred  to  the  camp,  and  to  real  bufinels.  Hence 
arofe  that  noble  independency  of  fpirit,  which 

F  2  crufhes 
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( rufhes  the  very  embryoes  of  intrigue,  and  all  the 
little  arcs  of  narrow  minds  *,  hence  it  was,  that  af¬ 
ter  the  miniftry  was  fettled,  the  national  bufinefs 
went  on  with  fuccefs,  and  without  interrupdon  : 
no  babbling  tales  of  courtiers,  no  traitors  in  the 
enemy’s  pay,  could  either  divert  Mr.  Pitt,  or  im¬ 
pede  the  operations  of  the  war. 

At  this  time,  the  French  were  over-running  the 
electorate  of  Hanover,  which,  as  it  is  natural  to 
fuppofe,  in  a  very  peculiar  manner  affefted  his 
majefty  *,  and  it  may  as  naturaby  be  judged,  that 
he  wiihed  for  nothing  more  than  to  force  them  out 
again.  As  the  battle  of  Rofbach  extricated  the 
king  of  Prufiia  from  a  goal,  which  the  conf  derate 
powers  had  formed  about  him,  and  at  the  lame 
time  furnifhed  the  Hanoverians  with  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  refuming  their  arms,  and  revenging  the 
injuries  of  the  electorate  on  its  plunders,  will  it 
be  thought  incredible,  that  they,  as  well  as  their 
fovereign,  were  for  beginning  this  laudable  work  ? 

O  J  o  o 

The  french  had  broke  the  articles  ot  the  conven¬ 
tion  j  they  had  committed  hoftilities  in  feveral  places, 
and  in  particular  in  taking  by  aflault,  the  calide  of 
Schartzfeld,  which  they  plundered,  and  carried  off 
the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war  they  refufed  to  reltore 
the  prifoners  made  before  the  convention  was  fign- 
ed,  and  after  it  was,  they  doubled  their  heavy  and 
enormous  exactions  on  the  inhabitants.  It  will  not 
be  doubted,  but  the  troops  out  of  their  love  tor 
their  country,  burned  to  revenge  thefe  adts  of  ra¬ 
pine.  But  there  wanted  a  commander  in  chief : 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  had  returned  to  England, 
where  not  meeting  with  a  reception  due  to  his  abi¬ 
lities,  welbmeaning,  and  endeavours,  he  refigned 
all  his  military  employments,  and  retired  to  Wind- 
tor  ♦,  regretm  by  all  the  fcnfible  part  of  the  nation, 
who  have  always  found  him  a  fteady  and  uncorrupt 

friend 
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friend  to  the  intereft  of  England,  poffeffed  of  the 
entire  affedion  of  the  troops,  and  known  to  have 
been  a  brave  officer.  Another  commander  was  of 
courfe  looked  out  for ;  the  king  of  Prufiia  furnifhed 
one.  It  was  the  intereft  of  that  monarch  to  biing 
the  Hanoverians  again  into  the  field ;  for  by  driving 
the  f  rench  out  of  Hanover,  they  would  thereby 
cover  one  part  of  his  dominions  he  therefore  ient 
his  bed  officer,  pr  nee  I  erdinand  of  Brunfwick. 
This  affair  was  managed  fo  fecrerly,  that  the  French 
general  knew  nothing  of  it  *,  the  firft  intelligence 
he  had  was,  that  the  Hanoverians  were  adually  af- 
fembled  under  arms,  with  prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick  at  their  head. 

Some  people  lay,  that  the  convention  of  Clofter- 
feven  was  a  fine  opportunity  for  breaking  the  chain 
which  bound  us  to  the  continental  war,  and  they 
blame  the  miniftry  for  confenting  to  the  Flanove- 
r  ans  refuming  their  arms  •,  but  thefe  people  fhould 
obferve,  that  it  was  not  in  the  miniftry’s  power  to 
hinder  the  Hanoverians  refuming  their  arms  *,  his 
majefty,  as  eledor  of  Hanover,  was  not  obliged  to 
ad  by  conlentof  his  Britifh  privy  council  relative  to 
the  affairs  of  Hanover  ;  they  had  no  authority  over 
hiseledoralfubjeds;  he  was  in  that  capacity  without 
controul,  and  if  he  chofe  to  order  his  Hanoverian 
troops  to  take  up  arms,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
a  Britifh  minidry  to  prevent  it.  But  the  fad  is,  the 
people  of  England  themfelves,  at  that  time,  were 
not  againft  it  *,  they  humanely  confidered  the  Hano¬ 
verians  as  fufferers  on  their  account :  the  French 
had  entered  the  eledorate,  merely  becaufe  of  the 
war  with  England,  andevery  one  pitied  the  unhappy 
calamity  which  fell  in  a  manner  particularly  heavy 
on  them,  who  were  innocent  fufferers  in  another’s 
caufe,  and  who  had  given  no  room  for  offence. 
The  people  of  England,  with  *t  fpirit  of  true  bene¬ 
volence, 
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volence,  difpaftionately  reflected  on  the  whole  Hate 
and  hardfhip  of  their  unhappy  condition,  and  the 
cauie  which  brought  upon  them  the  worft  of  ail 
miferies,  that  of  their  country  being  made  the 
fcene  of  war,  and  were  as  much  rejoiced  at  the 
Hanoverians  reluming  their  arms,  as  the  Hano¬ 
verians  could  be  themfelves  ^  and  the  parliament 
unanimoufly  voted  100,000/.  for  their  prefent 
fupport.  The  firlt  operations  of  the  allies,  were 
on  the  caftle  and  town  of  Harburg,  near  Stade, 
which  they  reduced  in  a  fhort  time. 

In  January  1 758,  they  moved  into  the  country  of 
Bremen,  and  diflodged  the  French  from  their  polls 
there.  About  the  middle  of  February,  they  were 
reinforced  by  a  body  of  Pruffian  horfe,  and  then 
they  began  to  a6t  with  vigour  ;  they  feized  Hoya, 
and  Minden.  The  French  finding  they  could  not 
flop  the  progrefs  of  the  allies,  wantonly  fet  fire  to 
the  orphan  houfe  at  Zell,  while  the  children  and 
people  were  in  it,  and  again  plundered  the  electorate 
in  many  places  ;  but  prince  Ferdinand  followed 
the  difpirited  and  cruel  enemies  fo  clofe,  that  they 
abandoned  the  electorate  as  fall  as  poffible,  and  re¬ 
tired  to  the  Rhine.  This  good  fortune  of  the  allies 
was  not  only  particularly  pleafing  to  the  king,  but 
was  likewiie  fo  to  all  his  fubjeCts  ;  and  from  the 
fame  caules  which  induced  them  to  grow  fond  of  the 
king  of  Prufiia,  they  began  to  extol  prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand.  This  humour  (To  different  from  that  which 
appeared  laft  year)  was  improved  ;  for  as  foon  as 
the  marks  of  it  were  perceived  commodore  Holmes 
was  fent  with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  retake  the  port 
town  of  Embden,  which  he  performed  without 
lofs.  This  little  exploit  had  its  defired  effeCt.  The 
people  of  England,  who  are  always  glad  to  fee  the 
French  did  re  (fed,  were  fo  far  from  being  difpleafed 
with  their  navy  adting  a  part  for  the  alfiftance  of 

their 
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their  German  friends,  that  they  rejoiced  to  fee  the 
honour  of  the  navy  beginning  to  revive,  which  had 
hitherto  been  either  inactive,  or  unfuccefsful. 
The  fcheme  of  taking  Embden  was  no  other  than 
the  fecuring  a  port  to  land  British  troops  at,  to 
reinforce  the  allied  army  ;  for  the  plan  of  fending 
Britifh  troops  to  Germany  was  defigned  as  early  as 
the  taking  of  Embden*  The  people  at  firft  did 
not  know  this,  but  they  were  brought  to  it  by 
degrees. 

As  the  primary  objedt  of  the  war  was  Ame¬ 
rica,  Mr.  Pit t  loft  no  time  in  exerting  his  vi¬ 
gilance,  and  making  early  preparations  for  effec¬ 
tually  crufhing  the  enemy’s  power  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  At  this  time  the  German  affairs,  tho* 
they  tenderly  touched  the  king’s  heart,  were  not 
aroie  to  fuch  importance,  as  to  engrofs  any  thing 
more  than  a  fmall  part  of  the  attention  of  the  mini- 
ftry :  Mr.  Pitt  was  not  yet  brought  to  confider  them 
as  of  the  higheft  confequence  *,  he  was  {fill  for  re¬ 
ducing  the  enemy’s  lettlements  abroad,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  America,  and  afiifting  Germany  only 
by  annoying  the  coaft  of  France.  The  firft  objedt 
that  he  aimed  at  was  Louifbourg,  a  place  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  the  French,  and  when  taken, 
would  be  a  great  ftep  towards  annihilating  their 
power  in  North  America.  For  this  purpole,  he 
began  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  equip  a  large 
fleet.  His  own  fpirit  directed  all  the  neceffary  pre¬ 
parations  to  be  timely  executed,  and  his  own  pene¬ 
tration  and  love  for  the  public  pointed  out  the  fitted; 
officers  to  do  Britifh  bufinefs  ;  he  employed  men 
capable  of  ferving  their  country  *,  men  of  courage, 
ability  and  merit  *.  Accordingly  admiral  Bofcawen, 

with 

He  was  chagrined  at  the  inactivity  and  difgraces  of  the  1  a  it 
campaign  in  America,  and  lie  on  a  very  folemn  occafion  de¬ 
clared, 
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with  a  fleet  of  men  of  war,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  land  forces,  fet  fail  from  England  on 
the  19th  of  February.  This  was  timing  things 
in  a  proper  manner  ;  the  enemy  had  yet  no  force 
in  America  equal  to  what  admiral  Bofcawen  carried, 
nor  any  commander  of  equal  capacity  and  repu¬ 
tation,  However,  as  foon  as  they  were  acquainted 
of  that  brave  officer’s  deftination,  they  equipped 
two  fleets  at  different  ports  for  the  relief  of  Louif- 
bourg.  One  at  Toulon,  the  commander  of  which 
was  M.  de  la  Clue  •,  but  Mr.  Pitt  had  prepared 
every  thing  in  order  to  fruftrate  thefe  defigns  ^  an 
Englifh  fleet,  under  the  dire&ion  of  admiral  Ofborn, 
was  Rationed  at  the  ftraits  of  Gibralter  :  the  French 
court  equipped  a  fecond  lquadron  at  Toulon,  to 
ftrengthen  de  la  Clue,  and  enable  him  to  force  his 
way  through  the  ftraits  ;  the  command  of  his  fe¬ 
cond  fquadron  was  given  to  M.  du  Quefhc.  De 


cl 

£ 

6 

( 

£ 

£ 

C 

£ 

< 

6 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

€ 

£ 

£ 


ared,  4  That  he  believed  there  was  a  determined  reiolution, 
both  in  the  naval  and  military  commanders,  again!!  any  vigo¬ 
rous  exertion  of  the  national  power  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  He  affirmed,  that  though  his  majefty  appeared 
ready  to  embrace  every  meafure  propofed  by  his  minifters, 
for  the  honour  and  interelt  of  his  Britifh  dominions,  yet  fcarce 
a  man  could  be  found,  with  whom  the  execution  of  any  one 
plan,  in  which  there  was  the  leaf  appearance  of  any  danger, 
could  with  confidence  be  trufied.  He  particularized  the  in¬ 
activity  of  one  nobleman  [lord  Loudon]  in  North  America  ; 
he  faid  this  commander  had  expreffied  the  mofc  contemptuous 
difregard  for  the  civil  power,  from  which  he  derived  his  au¬ 
thority,  by  neglecting  to  tranfmit  for  a  confiderable  length 
of  time  any  other  advice  of  his  proceedings,  but  what  ap¬ 
peared  on  a  written  fcrap  of  paper.  And  he  added,  that 
with  a  force  by  fea  and  land,  greater  than  ever  England  had 
heretofore  maintained,  with  a  king  and  miniftry  ardently 
defirous  of  redeeming  her  glory,  fuccouring  her  allies,  and 
promoting  her  true  intereft,  a  fhameful  dill  ke  to  fervice  every 
where  prevailed,  and  few  feerned  affie&ed  with  any  other  zeal, 
than  that  of  afpiring  to  the  highefl  polls,  and  grafping  the 
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!a  Clue  had  failed  before  the  other  was  ready,  and 
was  blocked  up  by  admiral  Ofborne  in  the  Spanifh 
port  of  Carthagena.  Du  Quefne  came  to  relieve 
him,  and  fell  in  with  the  Englifh  fleet.  The 
Monmouth  of  64  guns,  captain  Gardiner,  engaged 
the  Foudroyant  of  80  guns,  commanded  by  du 
Quefne  in  perfon,  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  it 
is  thought  would  alone  have  taken  her,  notwith- 
(tanding  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy’s  force  ;  but 
two  other  Englifh  fhips  coming  up,  du  Quefne 
(truck  to  the  Monmouth,  the  captain  of  whom  was 
killed,  but  the  fhip  was  bravely  fought  by  the  firft 
lieutenant,  Mr.  Carkett.  The  Orphee  another  of 
the  enemy’s  fhips  was  likewife  taken  ;  and  a  third, 
called  the  Onflamme,  was  drove  afhore  on  the  coalt 
of  r  pain.  The  only  remaining  veflei  of  this  fqua- 
dron  was  a  frigate,  named  the  Pleiade,  which  being 
an  excellent  lailor,  efcaped  back  to  Toulon,  and 
carried  the  tidings  of  this  difader.  Thus  was  this 
fcheme  of  relieving  Louiibourg  fruftrated,  for  M. 
de  la  Clue,  not  being  able  to  force  his  pafiage  thro* 
the  (traits,  returned  to-  Toulon,  where  his  fhips 
were  laid  uo.  T  he  other  fleet,  deflgned  to  fuccour 

1  1  tD 

North  America,  was  equipped  at  Rochfort  *,  it  con¬ 
fided  of  fix  fhips  of  war,  two  frigates,  and  forty 
tramports,  having  on  board  three  thoufand  troops  ; 
but  Sir  Edward  Hawke  was  fent  in  April  with  a 
fleet  to  prevent  their  failing.  A,s  foon  as  the  ern  my 
faw  him  approach,  they  ran  their  flips  afhore,  and 
threw  their  guns,  (lores,  lading,  and  even  ballad 
overboard,  in  order  to  lighten  them  and  run  them 
farther  out  of  his  reach.  Thus  the  defign  and  the 
equipment  were  totally  defeated  j  and  ii  has  been 
faid,  that  the  guns,  (tores,  and  lading,  weie  en¬ 
tirely  lod.  A  number  of  fmall  craft  were  employed 
to  drag  the  fhips  through  the  mud,  by  which  they 
were  preferved*,  but  they  did  not  attempt  to  \en- 
ture  out  to  fea  again,  In  the  mean  ti.ue,  admiral 
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Bolcawen  arrived  in  America,  where  the  plans  of 
three  different  operations  were  to  be  executed  for 
the  ipeedy  reduction  of  the  enemy  The  conduit 
otlord  Loudon,  who  was  lait  year  commander  in 
chid,  in  America,  had  nor  given  that  fatisfaition 
which  was  expected  irom  him  •,  it  had  been  con- 
fide  red  as  inactive,  therefore  he  was  called  home, 
anti  the  command  devolved  on  major  general  ./Yber- 
crombie,  who  afterwards  purlued,  or  nearly  pur- 
fued,.  lus  lorafhip  s  plans.  1  he  firft,  and  indeed 
principal  plan  ot  thefe  operations,  was  an  expe¬ 
dition  again!!  Louifbourg,  the  fleet  under  the  di¬ 
rect  iuii  of  admiral  Bofcawen,  who  was  arrived  at 
Halifax,  together  with  the  troops,  in  number  about 
12,00  o,  commanded  by  major  general  A  m  her  ft, 
alhlted  by  brigader  general  Wolfe.  On  the  28th 
of  May  this  armament  departed  from  Halifax,  and 
on  the  2d  of  June  the  fleet  appeared  off  Louif- 
hourg,  but  fuch  a  prodigious  furf  Iwelled  all  along 
the  fhore,  that  they  were  fix  days  off  the  coail  be^ 
foie  a  landing  was  found  practicable.  The  gover- 
nour  of  Louifbourg  in  the  interim  exerted  all  his 
.(kill  to  prevent  their  landing  •,  he  eflablifhcd  a 
chain  of  polls  that  extended  two  leagues  and  a  half 
along  the  moft  acceffible  parts  of  the  beach,  and 
he  threw  up  intrenchments  and  eredted  batteries  : 
t  r  was  defended  by  five  fhips  of  the  line, 

and  five  frigates,  three  of  which  he  ordered  to  be 
funk  at  the  mouth,  to  prevent  the  Englifh  fleet 
getting  in  •,  but  all  thefe  precautions  and  endeavours 
were  not  efficient  to  check  the  ardour  and  refolu- 
tion  of  the  Englifh  officers,  who,  as  loon  as  the 
furf  was  l'omewhat  bared,  loft  not  a  moment’s 
time  in  landing.  Brigadier  general  Wolfe,  to  his 
immortal  honour,  with  an  intrepidity  unparallelled, 
gained  this  material  point,  in  fpite  of  the  enemy’s 
utmoft  efforts.  T lie  reft  of  the  troops  followed 

him.  The  enemy  fled,  and  the  town  of  Louif¬ 
bourg 
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bourg  was  inverted.  But  the  fiege  could  not  be 
p role cu ted  with  fafety  until  the  enemy’s  fhips  in  the 
harbour  were  taken,  as  they  could  bring  their  guns 
to  bear  upon  the  Englifli  camp  :  therefore  general 
Wolfe  immediately  iecured  a  place  called  the 
Light- houie  Battery,  and  another  more  material, 
called  the  Ifland- Battery ;  when  by  the  bombs,  one 
of  the  enemy’s  great  fhips  was  let  on  fire,  which 
communicated  to  two  others,  and  all  three  were 
confumed.  Only  two  now  remained,  which  the 
admiral  undertook  to  fecure,  in  order  to  gain  pof- 
feffion  of  the  harbour  ;  he  manned  the  boats  of 
the  Iquadron,  and  in  two  divifions,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  two  young  Captains,  Laforey  and  Balfour, 
he  lent  them  into  the  harbour  in  a  dark  night. 
Thtfe  gallant  heroes  boarded  the  enemy’s  fhips 
fword  in  hand,  and  one,  being  a- ground,  they  let 
her  on  fire,  and  towed  the  other  out  in  triumph. 
The  governor  of  the  town  having  now  no  relource, 
nor  the  Englifli  any  impediment  to  hinder  their 
operations,  he  next  day  (July  26)  furrendered  the 
whole  ifland  of  Cape  Breton.  The  garrifon  were 
made  prifoners,  amounting  in  the  whole,  including 
fuch  of  che  inhabitants  as  bore  arms,  the  irregulars, 
feamen,  &c.  to  5637.  It  is  v/ell  worthy  obferva- 
tion  in  this  place,  that  now  we  behold  the  real  num¬ 
ber  of"  that  formidable  garrifon,  which  the  year  be¬ 
fore,  when  other  commanders  were  on  that  ltation, 
it  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  attack  *.  When 
this  conqueft  was  atchieved,  admiral  Bofcawen 
detached  lord  Kollo  to  take  poffelTion  of  the  ifiand 
of  St.  John’s,  which  inftantly  fubmitted  to  the 
Britifh  government.  When  the  news  of  thele  glo¬ 
rious  and  inelhmable  conqueits  arrived  in  Eng¬ 
land,  a  general  joy  difFufed  itklf  throughout  the 
whole  kingdom  :  the  wifiEm  ot  the  mini  iter,  and 
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the  courage  of  the  commanders,  every  Englifhman 
was  proud  to  extol  ;  and  addrefies  of  congratula¬ 
tion  from  all  parts  were  prefented  to  the  throne  -f\ 

The  other  plans  of  operation  in  America  were  : 
brigadier  general  Forbes  was  to  go  with  about  8ooo 
men  to  attack  Fort.  Du  Quefne  near  the  Ohio,  and 
feize  the  lands  which  the  French  had  ulurped  :  and 
general  Abercrombie,  the  commander  in  chief, 
with  about  16000  men,  was  to  reduce  Crown  Point, 
in  order  to  open  a  road  to  the  frontiers  of  Canada. 
The  latter  of  thefe  plans  did  not  fucceed.  The  van¬ 
guard  of  the  army,  in  its  rout  to  Ticoncleroga,  a 
place  which  the  general  intended  firft  to  reduce  be¬ 
fore  he  attempted  Crown  Point,  fell  in  with  a  party 
of  the  enemy’s  Indians,  upon  which  a  fkirmifh  of 
bufh-fighting  enlued,  in  which  the  gallant  and  ad¬ 
mired  lord  Howe  was  (lain.  Notwithftanding  this 
little  difafter  the  army  marched  up  to  Ticonderoga 
(  July  9.)  before  which  they  found  the  enemy  had 
felled  a  great  number  of  trees,  and  placed  other 
things,  to  prevent  the  Britifh  troops  approaching  in 
regular  order ;  the  enemy  had  likewife  thrown  up 
intrenchments,  and  raifed  a  bread-work  eight  feet 
high  :  however,  the  troops  advanced  in  the  bed 
manner  poffible,  and  with  an  undaunted  refolution 
mounted  the  works  fword  in  hand,  unfupported  by 
their  artillery  (which  was  not  brought  up)  or  any 

f  The  poffefhon  of  Cape  Breton  was  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
Great  Britain.  It  not  only  diiirefTed  the  French  in  their  fifhery 
and  navigation,  but  removed  all  fears  of  encroachment  and 
rival  fliip  from  the  Englifh  filheryon  the  banks  of  Newfoundland. 
When  the  plan  of  this  conqueft  was  originally  laid  down  during 
the  preceding  war,  it  was  demonilrated,  that  u  would  put  the 
Englifh  in  idle  pofleflion  of  the  fifhery  of  North  America,  which 
would  annually  return  to  Great  Britain  two  millions  iterling  for 
the  manufactures  yearly  fhipped  to  the  plantations  ;  employ 
many  thoufand  families  that  were  othervvife  unferviceable  to  the 
public  ;  increafe  the  flapping  and  marines,  and  greatly  extend 
navigation. 

thing 
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things  that  could  give  them  the  leaft  hopes  of 
fuccefs,  except  what  they  could  derive  by  their 
own  perfonal  prowefs.  In  this  naked  manner  they 
for  four  hours  maintained  a  moft  bloody  and  un¬ 
equal  conflict.  1  he  enemy’s  fire  was  terrible,  as 
it  was  both  from  mufquetry  and  cannon,  and  dis¬ 
charged  in  fuch  vollies,  the  weight  of  which  it  was 
impoflible  to  fuftain.  The  enemy  being  fecurely 
covered  by  their  works,  which  had  been  vainly  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  ftormed,  and  there  being  no  profpeft 
of  any  thing  but  an  increafe  of  daughter,  the  general 
ordered  the  troops  to  be  drawn  off,  and  to  retreat, 
after  a  lofs  of  about  2000  men  ;  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done  without  any  moleftation  from  the 
enemy.  More  fortunate,  however,  was  an  enter- 
prize,  which  general  Abercrombie  detached  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  Bradftreet  to  undertake.  This  of¬ 
ficer,  with  3000  men,  was  ordered  to  attack  Fort 
Fronteniac,  fituated  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
which,  when  he  approached,  furrendered  at  dis¬ 
cretion  (Aug.  27.)  notwithftanding  there  were  in  it 
60  pieces  of  cannon  and  16  mortars  .  he  likewife 
took  all  the  enemies  armed  vefiels  on  Lake  On¬ 
tario.  Brigadier  Forbes  in  the  mean  time  marched 
towards  Fort  Du  Quefne  ;  but  when  his  vanguard, 
under  the  command  of  major  Grant,  who  defigned 
to  take  the  place  by  furprize,  had  approached 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  fort,  it  was  furrounded 
by  a  greatly  fuperior  party  of  the  enemy’s  troops 
and  Indians  *,  on  which  an  obftinate  and  cruel  en¬ 
gagement  began,  which  the  Englifh  with  their 
ufual  courage  maintained  near  three  hours,  when 
being  almoft  all  cut  to  pieces,  and  major  Grant, 
with  19  other  officers,  and  a  body  of  troops, 
made  prifoners,  they  retreated  and  joined  the  main 
army.  Notwithftanding  the  lofs  of  this  fkirmifh, 
brigadier  Forbes  advanced  •,  but  the  enemy  re¬ 
flecting  that  their  works  could  not  withftand  re¬ 
gular 
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ginar  appoacies,  prudently  abandoned  the  fort  in 
time,  and  retired  to  their  fettlements  on  the  Mif- 
iifippi.  Next  day  (Nov.  25.)  the  Englifh  troops, 
Vvi  h out  oppofition,  took  pofleflion  of  the  fort; 
the  con  ention  lor  which,  with  the  lands  contiguous 
to  it,  had  kindled  up  the  flames  of  war.  °  The 
troops  and  officers  emulated  by  their  fuccefs,  and 
glorying  n  the  minifter  who  directed  their  opera¬ 
tions  m  io  wife  and  effectual  a  manner,  inftantly 
changed  the  name  of  the  fort,  and,  with  a  pro¬ 
priety  and  compliment  which  need  not  be  pointed 

out,  gave  it  the  name  of  Pittsburg. - Thus 

ended  the  firft  campaign  in  America  under  the 
aufpices  of  Mr.  Pitt  *. 

As  it  ever  had  been,  and  ftill  was,  Mr.  Pitt’s 


£  Whilll  the  French  arms  differed  fuch  difgraces  abroad, 
they  endeavoured,  by  an  alteration  of  their  councils  at  home, 
to  reltore  their  credit.  Their  mini  iters  had  Ion  g  been  the 
fport  of  female  caprice  ;  it  was  their  power  of  p  -.eating  a 
midrefs,  who  governed  their  king,  that  alone  qualified  them 
to  lerve  their  country.  Some  of  the  moil  able  men  were 
turned  out  of  their  employments  with  difgrace ;  others  re¬ 
tired  irorn  the  public  fervice  with  indignation  ;  a  certain  low 
character  had  tor  a  long  time  appeared  in  all  the  proceedings 
of  France,  both  within  and  without.  Even  in  their  domeftic 
disputes,  and  where  fomething  of  a  free  and  manly  fpirit  ap¬ 
peared,  this  fpirit  evaporated  and  fpent  itielf  upon  unworthy 
and  dcfpicable  cbjetls.  Thefe  conte  fts,  which  involved  the 
church,  the  law,  and  the  crown,  weakened  them  all  ;  and 
the  hate  felt  all  the  ill  efFedls  of  a  difunion  of  its  orders, 
without  ieeing  an  augments  ion  of  power  thrown  into  the 
fcale  of  any  But  now  taught  by  their  misfortunes  and  dif- 
graces,  they  were  obliged  to  make  an  alteration  in  their  con¬ 
duit  ;  they  .'ere  obliged  to  call  men  to  the  public  fervice  upon 
public  principles ;  at  a  t  me  indeed  when,  in  many  refpebts, 
things  could  be  only  altered,  not  mended  ;  and  wile  and 
able  miuiilers  could  do  little  more  by  their  penetration  and 
public  fpirit,  than  to  fee  and  lament  the  inin  caufed  by  the 
want  ol  thofc  virtues  in  their  predacefTors.  The  duke  de 

x 

Belleifle,  known  to  ail  Europe  t  >r  his  great  abilities  and  his 
great  exploits,  was  at  length  placed  at  the  head  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  department  as  fecretary  at  war. 

great 
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great  aim,  to  exert,  in  irs  full  force,  the  naval 
ftrength  of  the  kingdom,  the  whole  was  put  into 
employ:  no  fquadrons,  (hips,  or  commanders, 
were  fuflered  to  let  the  enemy  1  eft  in  any  part  of  the 
world  ;  and  notwithftanding  fo  many  Ship*,  were  it 
this  time  abroad  making  conquefts,  proie&ing  the 
Britilh  dominions,  fcouring  the  leas,  and  convo\  ing 
our  trade  ;  yet  lie  had  enough  at  home  to  renew  tlie 
projed  of  harafling  the  coalt  of  France,  and  there¬ 
by  employing  her  troops  at  home,  to  prevent  their 
being  lent  to  Germany,  or  to  the  affiftance  of  her 
colonies.  He  was  not  disheartened  hy  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  expedition  againft  Rochfort ;  he  law  there 
•was  a  practicability  of  did  reding  the  French  by  a 
littoral  war  •,  and  foon  after  admiral  Bolcawen  was 
failed  for  America,  he  began  to  fet  on  foot  the 
icheme  for  annoying  the  coaft  of  France.  At  this 
time  there  were  feme  in  the  adminidration,  who 
from  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  Rochfort  expedition,  or 
an  implicit  adherence  to  former  plans,  were  for 
making  their  pulli  in  Europe  againft  the  French  on 
the  fide  of  Germany  :  it  was  their  opinion,  that  the 
allied  army  ought  to  be  reinforced,  that  Prince  Fer¬ 
dinand  might  be  enabled  to  purfue  the  French,  and 
gain  fome  conliderable  advantage  over  them,  while 
they  were  in  a  di  ft  refled  condition  ;  and  as  the 
French  were  nearly  upon  their  own  frontiers,  fuch 
a  blow,  if  he  had  a  reinforcement  of  Biiti'li  troops, 
might  enable  him  to  cany  tlie  war  into  France  it- 
felf,  and  thereby  bring  matters  to  a  conclulion  : 
they  added,  that  by  this  plan  a  diverfion  on  the 
coaft  of  France  was  not  excluded,  but  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  conftquences  infinitely  more  important, 
than  it  that  diverfion  was  attempted  alone  without 
any  co-operation  ;  and  they  affirmed,  that  his  du¬ 
plicate  plan  of  engaging  die  attention  of  the  French 
miniftry,  was  the  molt  elfeftual  way  to  embarrals 
and  confound  then  diliracteu  counlels.  However 

plaufible 
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plaunble  and  advantageous  this  project  may  appear* * 
Mr.  Pitt  did  not  at  firft  acquielce  in  ir.  He  was 
ftill  attached  to  BritiHi  measures  only.  He  directed 
two  fquadrons  to  be  equipped,  which  was  done  by 
the  latter  end  of  May.  The  command  of  the 
greater  was  given  to  the  late  lord  Anfon,  and  that 
of  the  Idler  to  commodore  Howe  :  their  deftina- 
tions  were  kept  an  entire  fecret,  which  filled  France 
with  terror  and  alarm-*.  A  confiderable  body  of 

troops. 


The  French  miniftry  had  Tome  time  before  been  deprived 
of  the  affiltance  of  one  of  their  fpies  in  England,  who  being 
difcovered,  was  committed  to  Newgate  on  the  9th  of  March. 
This  was  Florence  Henfey,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  was  edu- 
ducated  in  the  univerlity  of  Leyden,  wheie  he  Hudied  phyhc, 
and  obtained  a  deplcma.  He  afterwards  travelled  through 
Switzerland,  from  thence  to  Italy,  from  Genoa  by  fea  to  Lif- 
bon,  and  traverfed  Spain  in  his  way  to  France,  wiiere  he  lived 
feme  time  :  he  had  acquired  in  the  courfe  of  his  travels  a  com¬ 
petent  kcowedge  of  the  Italian,  Portuguele,  Spanifh,  and 
French  languages. 

During  his  travels  he  fupported  himfelf  in  quality  of  a  phy- 
fician,  and  came  over  to  England  in  order  to  fettle  in  that 
character ;  but  his  fuccefs  was  not  equal  to  his  hopes,  as  he 
had  but  few  patients  of  confequence  ;  and  yet  it  fo  happened, 
that  his  preferiptions,  few  as  they  were,  were  initrumental  in 
his  detection. 

Having  continued  a  correfpondence,  lince  his  leaving  Leyden, 
with  a  fellow'  lludent  who  refided  at  Paris,  and  had  lately  got 
into  the  fecretary  of  Hate’s  office  for  foreign  affairs ;  Henfey 
w  rote  to  him,  that  he  lliould  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  do¬ 
ing  him  any  fervice,  and  executing  any  comniillions  he  might 
Lave  in  London  ;  to  which  his  correfpondenr  anfwered,  ‘  That 

*  he  was  infinitely  obliged  to  him  for  the  fervice  he  offered, 

*  and  that,  if  he  underftood  him  rightly,  their  correipondence 
«  might  be  rendered  more  advantageous  to  both,  by  changing 
<  their  topics  from  literary  to  political.’  The  dodtor  in  a  fe- 
cond  letter  commended  his  frienu’s  dbcernment,  adding,  ‘  that 
«  if  he  couli  obtain  for  him  a  fuitable  recompence,  he  would 
‘  endeavour  to  make  his  intelligence  ot"  the  utmeff  importance. 9 
By  (he  next  poll,  he  received  an  anfwer  containing  inltrubiions 
and  directions,  and  an  ap  ointment  of  roo  livres  (about  25 1. 
fkrling)  a  quarter.  His  inllru&ions  were,  to  lend  lilts  of  all 


! 
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troops,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough,  was  embarked  on  board  commodore 

Howe’s 


his  majefty’s  fliips,  in  and  out  of  coramiffion  ;  number  of  men  ; 
when  they  failed  ;  the  commanders  names  ;  from  what  port, 
and  their  deftination  ;  the  date  of  our  land  forces,  where  quar¬ 
tered  or  garrifoned  ;  the  earlieft  account  of  enterprizes  againll 
France.;  plans  ot  fortified  places  in  England,  America,  &c. 
which  intelligence  was  to  be  directed  to  fomc  perfons  at  Co¬ 
logne,  the  Hague,  and  Bern,  who  were  to  forward  his  letters 
from  thofe  places  to  Paris. 

The  dodor,  however,  was  not  much  fatisfied  with  his  fli- 
pend  ;  yet  he  accepted  of  it,  in  hopes  by  his  merit  to  obtain  a 
larger  lalary.  With  this  view  he  endeavoured  to  infinuate  him- 
felf  into  the  favour  of  fome  of  the  clerks  of  the  public  offices, 
in  order  to  obtain  an  early  acquaintance  of  the  Britilh  naval  and 
military  affairs  ;  but  this  not  anfwering  his  end,  he  puffed  his 
time  chiefly  in  fuch  coffee-houfes,  as  were  mod  likely  to  furnifh 
intelligence  of  the  kind  he  wanted  ;  and  under  the  fanclion  of 
his  character  as  a  phyfician  remained  unfufpeded. 

1  he  plan  for  carrying  on  this  corrcfpondence  was  the  fol¬ 
lowing  :  the  aodor  wrote  a  common  letter  with  ink,  and  be¬ 
tween  each  line  the  fecrets  of  England  in  lemon  juice.  This 
was  inclofed  under  three  or  four  diderent  covers,  direded  to  the 
different  perfons  in  the  fecret,  who  conveyed  them  from  one 
hand  to  another,  till  the  fird  inclofed  came  to  the  principal  for 
whom  it  was  defigned. 

He  continued  his  correfpondcnce  from  the  beginning  of 
1 756,  without  any  material  interruption.  At  length  his  em¬ 
ployers  complained  of  the  infignificancy  of  his  intelligence, 
threatened  to  difeontinue  his  appointment,  and  to  dedud  a 
guinea  for  every  letter  that  did  not  contain  fomc  advice  of 
importance.  ri  his  letter,  which  w;as  tranfmitted  from  Paris 
to  the  Hague,  contained  nothing  feemingly  but  a  few  wide 
lines  on  trifling  complimentary  fubjeds.  The  dodor’s  anfwer 
to  this  was  fent  by  Holland  to  Paris,  and  contained  a  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  fmallnefs  of  his  income  ;  and,  as  an  argument  in 
his  favour,  he  faid  he  belonged  to  a  club  in  the  Strand  (from 
which  he  could  gain  great  intelligence)  at  which  they  always 
drank  french  wine  at  dinner.  Thefe  wide  wrote  letters  had 
their  defired  efred,  by  palling  unnoticed  for  fome  time  at  the 
pofl-oflice.  The  difeovery  was  owing  to  his  brother,  a  jefuit, 
who  was  chaplain  and  under- fecretary  to  the  Spanifh  ambaf- 
fador  at  the  Haque,  from  whom  our  refident  at  that  couit 
gained  a  knowledge  of  fome  fecrets  relating  to  England,  even 

H  before 
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Howe’s  fquadron  ;  and  on  the  lfl  of  June  the  two 
ilcets  put  to  lea.  The  commodore,  with  the  troops, 

bore 


before  he  had  received  any  account  thereof  from  his  own  court ; 
for  ali  letters  of  importance  Henley  diredled  to  his  brother  for 
the  greater  fafety  and  difpatch.  This  put  him  upon  an  enquiry, 
and  he  foon  learned  that  the  fecretary  had  a  brother,  a  phyfi- 
cian  in  London,  from  whom  poflibly  he  might  get  his  intelli¬ 
gence  :  fufpicion  being  thus  railed,,  the  dodlor  was  watched, 
and  twenty-nine  of  his  letters  Hopped. 

From  thefe  letters  it  appeared,  that  he  gave  the  French  the 
frft  account  of  admiral  Bofcawen  failing  to  North  America, 
and  of  the  taking  the  Alcide  and  Lys,  with  every  minute  cir- 
cumflance  relating  to  it ;  and  from  that  time,  of  the  failing  of 
every  fleet,  and  its  deflination  ;  and  was  fo  minute  as  to  give 
an  account  even  of  the  launching  of  a  man  of  war ;  he  alfo 
gave  an  account  of  all  difficulties  relating  to  railing  money.  In 
one  of  thefe  letters,  dated  July  29,  1757,  it  was  confidently 
aflerted,  that  a  refolution  was  taken  to  attack  Rochfort  ; 
though  at  that  time  neither  admiral  Hawke  nor  general  Mor- 
daunt  were  acquainted  with  any  fuch  refolution.  In  another 
letter,  dated  from  Twickenham,  the  dodtor,  after  giving  an 
exadl  account  of  the  ftate  of  our  affairs,  the  condition  of  our 
fleet  and  army,  their  difpofition,  how  many  Ihips  guarded,  and 
how  many  troops  lined  the  coaff  of  England,  concludes  with 
alferting,  ‘  that  the  only  means  of  preventing  the  fuccefs  of 
*  the  expedition  to  Rochfort,  would  be  to  make  a  powerful 
‘  diverfion  upon  the  coaff  of  England  ;  that  by  thus  attacking 
c  us  in  our  very  vitals,  we  might  be  engaged  at  home,  and  fo 
6  prevented  from  fending  a  number  of  troops  abroad  fufficient 
‘  to  give  them  any  real  annoyance.’  And  in  another  of  his 
letters  he  particularly  advifed  a  defcent  of  the  French  upon  our 
coaff,  as  the  molt  certain  method  of  diftrefling  the  government 
by  affedting  public  credit,  and  mentioned  the  time  when,  and 
the  place  where  it  would  be  moll  proper. 

But  his  principal  and  belt  intelligence  feems  to  have  been  that 
of  admiral  Holbourne’s  deflination  to  America,  a  few  days 
after  the  admiral's  initrudtions  were  flgned,  in  which  he  was  fo 
very  minute,  as  to  mention  the  number  of  (hips,  and  troops  on 
board,  with  the  day  of  thir  intended  departure,  *^c. 

In  con  fid  era  lion  of  this  piece  of  intelligence,  and  the  com¬ 
plaints  which  he  had  made  of  the  fmallnefs  of  his  falary,  it  was 
agreed,  that  he  Ihould  have  29  guineas  per  month,  on  condi¬ 
tion  of  fending  intelligence  every  poll,  or  to  forfeit  a  guinea  lor 
every  o million.  But  he  had  only  received  one  payment  before 

he 
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bore  for  Cancalle  Bay,  near  St.  Male,  where  they 
were  landed  on  the  5  th,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 

city, 

he  was  taken  ;  nor  is  it  probable  he  would  have  received  any¬ 
more  ;  for  complaints  were  again  made,  that  his  intelligence 
was  inlignificant,  and  contained  nothing  but  extracts  from  the 
news-papers. 

When  the  difeovery  of  the  firft  letter  was  made,  all  the  reft 
were  ltopped  at  the  poft-office  ;  and  Dr.  Henfey  was  foon  de¬ 
tected,  though  he  was  directed  to  under  a  fictitious  name,  and 
his  letters  appointed  to  be  left  at  a  coffee  houfe.  He  was  way¬ 
laid  on  a  Sunday  coming  from  the  Spanifh  minifter’s  chapel  in 
boho-fquare,  by  two  of  his  majelty’s  meftengers,  who  followed 
him  to  different  places,  then  feized  him  in  St.  Martin’s-lane, 
and  conducted  him  to  one  of  their  houfes  in  Germyn-ilreet. 
His  lodgings  in  Arundel-ftreet  were  fearched,  where  feveral 
letters  were  found;  from  which,  together  with  thofe  inter¬ 
cepted  at  the  poft-office,  the  above  account  is  compiled.  His 
correfpondents  figned  themfelves  La  Roche  and  P.  de  France. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1758,  he  was  committed  to  New¬ 
gate;  and  the  12th  of  June  was  c  nduCtcd  from  Newgate  to 
the  Court  of  King’s-Bench  in  order  to  be  tried  ;  when  he 
pleaded  not  guilty ,  and  excepted  to  eleven  of  the  jury  before 
they  came  to  be  fworn.  Upon  the  trial  the  identity  of  his 
hand-writing  was  the  principal  point  to  be  proved,  which  was 
done  by  creditable  vvitneftes  ;  namely,  Mr.  M— d— z,  on  whom 

he  had  feveral  bills  of  exchange ;  Dr.  W - m,  ofWeftmin- 

lter ;  and  feveral  apothecaries,  who  had  received  preferiptions 
from  him  for  patients  under  his  care,  which  they  had  kept 
their  files.  After  a  trial  of  ten  hours,  the  jury  brought  him 
in  guilty  of  high- treafon  :  upon  which  he  was'  afked^by  the 
judge  (loid  chief  juftice  Mansfield,  the  judges  Dennifon, 
Forfler  and  Wilmot  were  upon  the  bench)  whether  he  chofe 
any  particular  time  for  receiving  fentence  ;  he  defired  the  Wed- 
nefday  following.  Accordingly,  on  the  14th  of  June,  he  was 
brought  to  the  bar,  and  there  received  fentence,  ‘  To  be 
‘  drawn  on  a  fiedg'e  to  rFyburn,  and  there  to  be  hung  up  by 
the  neck,  but  cut  down  before  dead,  have  his  bowels  taken 
1  out,  and  his  heart  thrown  in  his  face,  and  his  body  quarter¬ 
ed.’  He  held  his  handkerchief  up  to  his  face  while  his  len¬ 
ience  was  read ;  and  being  afked  if  lie  had  any  thing  to  offer  in 
his  behalf,  he  dcfiied  a  fortnight  to  prepare  for  hn.  end,  which 
tiie  court  granted,  and  allowed  him  tin  the  1  ath  of  July  ;  but 
early  that  morning  a  reprieve  was  brought  to  Newgate,  to  relpite 
him  foi  a  fortnight  longer.  After  which  iic  was  feveral  times  refi¬ 
ll  2  pi  ted 
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city  without  oppofition  ^  while  Lord  Anfon 
ftretched  along  the  coaft,  to  prevent  any  of  the 
fhips  coming  out  of  Breft,  or  other  ports,  to  annoy 
the  tranfports.  St.  Malo  being  found  to  be  ftrongly 
fituated  on  a  peninfula,  it  was  not  judged  prudent 
to  attack  it ;  therefore  the  troops  deftroyed  about 
one  hundred  fail  of  fhipping,  many  of  them  pri¬ 
vateers,  which  lay  under  the  cannon  of  the  place, 
and  fet  fire  to  feveral  magazines  Riled  with  naval 
ftores.  The  damage  was  confiderabJe  ;  yet  the 
town  never  fired.  The  troops  having  nothing  fur¬ 
ther  to  do  were  re-embarked  on  the  12th  ;  and  it- 
was  intended  to  make  a  defcent  near  Cherbourg  *, 
but  it  blowing  a  hard  gale,  and  provifions  being 
fhort,  it  was  found  neceffary  to  return  home. 

At  this  time  the  efforts  for  fupporting  the  Ger¬ 
man  war  were  brought  to  their  nice  criterion. 
Either  England  muff  fupport  Pruffia  and  defend 
Hanover,  or  both  muff  fall  ;  for  the  confederacy 
was  fo  powerful  againft  them,  that  without  the  af- 
fiftance  of  England  they  could  not  be  able  to  Rand 
againft  their  numerous  enemies ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  now 
law,  that  he  muft  either  (with  the  reft  of  the  king’s 
fervants,  who  were  attached  to  Germany)  enter 
into  the  trammels  of  Germanic  meafures,  or  qpit 
the  helm  of  the  adminiftration.  Here  was  a  ftrong 
conflift  between  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  io- 
vereign,  and  the  principles  wh  ch  he  had  plighted 
to  the  people.  It  will  be  hard  to  diftinguilh,  in  a 


pitied  from  time  to  time,  and  at  length  pardoned,  on  condition 
of  going  ino  perpetual  exile. 

Jt  has  been  fondly,  or  rather  foolifhly,  thought,  that  he 
earned  his  forgiveneis  by  feme  important  difeovery  ;  bat  this 
was  not  the  cafe,  for  it  is  certain  that  he  owed  it  to  foreign  in- 
terpofition. 

government 


* 
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government  like  ours,  whether  it  is  greater  pa- 
triotifm  in  a  minifter  to  be  continually  oppofing  an 
aged  monarch,  in  fome  alien,  but  favourite  mea- 
fures  ;  or  to  acquiefce  in  them,  and  thereby  pro¬ 
cure  harmony  and  unanimity  among  all  his  fer- 
vants  and  fubjebts.  In  a  despotic  government,  it 
is  true,  a  minifter  is  obliged  to  purlue,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  accomplifh,  whatever  are  his  fovereign’s 
political  views;  but  in  a  royal  republic  ;  like 
Great  Britain)  a  minifter  may  oppofe  whatever  he 
thinks  is  unconftitutional  or  prejudical  to  the  na¬ 
tional  intereft.  Mr.  Pitt  had  long  oppofed  Ger¬ 
man  meafures  ;  he  had  oppofed  till  he  law  oppo- 
fition  was  vain  •,  and  that  whoever  was  fincerely 
deftrous  of  purfuing  the  interells  ot  England, 
muft  facrifice  fome  points  and  fome  opinions  to 
Germany,  to  prevent  Britifh  meafures,  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  world,  being  impeded  :  he  law 
that  the  belt  way  was  to  acquiefce  ;  for  while  he 
adhered  to  Britifh  meafures  only,  unanimity  would 


never  be  eftablifhed  in  the  king’s  council  :  it  was 


apparent,  Britain  muft  inevitably  be  connected 
with  Germany,  as  long  as  the  fame  perfon  is  king 

.  This 
channel 


of  England  and  debtor  of  Hanover  * 


*  *  When  we  ex. ludcd  from  the  throne  the  family  of  the 
Stuarts,  we  call  our  eyes  round  Europe  tor  a  f  wen  ign  ;  but 
we  could  find  no  prince  of  the  protciiant  religion,  who  had 
no  foreign  dominions  :  what  then  mult  we  have  done  ? — have 
fubmitted  to  abfolute  government,  been  torn  to  pieces  by  a 
civil  war,  or  cliofen  a  king  who  had  political  interelts  ;  it 
was  thought  belt  to  chufe  the  latter,  however  diltin£t  thole 
interells  might  be  from  the  good  of  this  nation.  If  this 
misfortune  was  inevitable  in  its  caufe,  it  was  impofiible  to 
prevent  its  being  the  fame  in  its  effect.  The  evil  then  of 
keeping  confiderable  armies  in  Germany  is  (in  fome  mca- 
fure)  engrafted  in  the  eftablifhment.  Without  doubt  all 
Englifiimen  with  the  crown  had  no  territory  out  ot  this 
ifland,  that  our  Hrength  might  be  kept  within  it  ;  but  lecon- 

‘  dary 
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channel  being  unavoidable,  the  only  thing  that  a 
good  patriot  could  do,  was  to  aim  at  making  it 
lerviceable  to  Britain  :  a  fhort  confideration  pointed 
out  the  method  ;  it  muft  be  heartily  entered  into : 

the 


4  dary  caufes  have  difpofed  things  otherwife,  and  how  fhall  we 
aiUu  them  ?  It  might  oe  propofed  the  giving  Hanover  to  one 
‘  of  the  royal  family  ;  as  it  would  (as  far  as  human  wifdom 
4  can  be  allowed  to  divine)  be  greatly  for  the  intereil  of  both 
4  Great  Britain  and  Hanover,  by  taking  away  a  pretence  for 
4  invading  it  when  at  war  with  us.  This  meafure  is  pradi- 
4  cable,  for  by  the  feudal  law,  by  which  the  fiefs  in  Germany 
4  are  regulated,  a  vaffal  can  give  his  land  to  whom  he  will  ; 
4  that  is,  the  dominium  uiile>  or  the  profits ;  the  fuperior’s  con- 
4  fent  is  only  neceffary  to  eltablifh  what  is  called  the  dominium 
4  direSium :  there  are  many  examples  in  Germany  which  fhevv 
4  that  fuch  alienations  are  agreeable  to  the  Germanic  conftitu- 
4  tion  and  pradice.  But  as  long  as  the  fame  perfon  is  kinc:  of 

4  Great  Britain  and  eledor  of  Hanover,  the  evil  will  not"  be 

c  removed. 

4  Every  one  knows,  that  when  we  firft  entered  into  a  war 
4  with  Fiance,  in  a  caufe  that  was  purely  national,  France 

4  thought  not  of  diffurbing  Germany,  till  die  faw  herfeif 

4  baffled  in  her  hopes  of  iucceeding  in  her  Tingle  contention 
4  with  us.  She  then  turned  her  eyes  towards  the  empire,  and 
4  there  faw  an  opening  for  new  projeds.  The  courts  of  Vienna 
4  and  Berlin  were  then  in  a  jarring  hate  ;  the  former  having 

*  formed  a  grand  alliance  for  dilpofTeffing  the  latter  of  Silefia, 
4  which  under  our  guaranty  had  been  ceded  to  it  by  treaty. 
4  France  flood  ready,  under  pretence  of  joining  either  party  in 
4  that  quarrel,  to  make  reprisals  on  the  electorate  of  Hanover, 
4  for  her  ioffes  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  The  court  of 

*  London  was  aware  of  this,  and  thereupon  applied  to  that  of 
‘  Vienna  for  fupporting,  in  a  common  caufc,  the  unoffending 
4  eledorate,  at  the  time  that  ic  entered  into  a  fubiidiary  treaty 
4  with  Ruffia  for  effecting  the  fame  purpoie.  But  the  emprefs 
4  queen,  bent  only  on  pi  e  xecuting  her  own  c  iufe,  refufed  to 
4  engage  in  fo  juft  a  common  one,  which  reafonably  ailguiled 
4  England  ;  while  Pruflia,  fearful  of  our  Ruffian  alliance,  and 
4  doubtful  of  the  effedual  alliance  of  France,  farther  than  in 
4  fei&ing  the  eledorate  of  Hanover,  propofed  an  alliance  with 
4  Great  Britain  ;  not  with  a  defign  to  draw  her  troops  into  the 
4  empire,  but  with  a  view  to  keep  all  foreign  troops  out 

*  of  it,  and  thereby  to  confine  the  llruggles  in  Germany 
c  10  the  German  powers  only.  But  Ruflia,  as  well  as 

‘  France 
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the  attention  and  troops  of  France  mull  be  diverted 
as  much  as  poffible  that  way,  to  make  her  employ 
more  troops  in  Germany,  than  was  confident  with 
her  intereft  in  America  and  the  fupport  of  her  ma¬ 
rine,  in  order  to  furniih  fairer  opportunities  for  at¬ 
tacking  her  lettlements  abroad  §,  and  thereby  cut 
off  the  fources  of  her  treafure  and  power  both  by 


‘  France,  having  a  particular  point  to  carry,  thefe  two  powers 

*  joined  Aullria  and  Saxony,  and  drew  Sweden  into  the  al- 
‘  liance,  being  all  bent  on  public  mifehief  for  the  promotion  of 

*  their  feveral  private  ends.  Thus  the  misfortunes  which  have 
4  happened,  were  in  fad  found  unavoidable. ’  Letter  to  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Houje  of  Commons. 

§  The  cafe  was  not  now  as  it  was  when  Mr.  Pitt  came  into 
the  ad  minift  ration,  when  there  was  a  necefttty  of  keeping * * *  4  a 

*  fufficient  force  of  regulars  at  home,  inftead  of  foreign  auxi- 

*  liaries,  to  repel  any  attempts  that  might  be  made  by  hoftile 
4  invafions.  Mr.  Pitt  would  not,  in  thofe  circumftances,  con- 
4  fent  to  fend  any  Britifh.  troops  into  Germany,  becaufe  it 
4  wrould  expofe  Britain,  and  oblige  him  to  relax  his  vigour  to 

*  compleat  the  grand  defigns  he  had  formed,  which  were  ne- 
4  ceftary  to  be  executed  for  the  fecurity  of  our  trade,  naviga- 
4  tion  and  colonies ;  and  for  reducing  the  power  of  France  by 
4  fea.  The  progrefs  made  by  the. French  arms  againft  our 

*  allies,  in  this  interim,  will  tellify,  that  their  interefts  were 
4  not  preferred  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  that  they 
4  fuffered  greatly  for  want  of  that  aid,  which  a  wife  and  good 
4  minifter  could  not  then  grant  them,  without  deviating  from 
4  the  principal  objed  of  the  Britilh  war  :  though  France 
4  avowedly  attacked  Hanover  on  account  of  our  American  dif- 
4  ferences.  But  when  alFairs  took  fuch  a  turn  in  favour  of 
4  Britain  ;  that  the  licets,  which  our  enemy  had  equipped  at 
4  their  feveral  ports,  to  pour  a  numerous  army  into  this  illand, 

4  were  defeated  and  ruined  :  when  the  lofs  of  their  men  of 
4  w'ar,  and  of  their  failors,  brought  into  our  ports,  evinced  the 
4  impoflibility  of  executing  any  hoftile  attempts  againft  the 

4  Britilh  iftes,  to  effect  :  when  his  majefty  had  given  his  royal 
4  confent  to  the  raifing  a  regular  and  well  difeiplined  militia, 
4  for  the  internal  lafety  of  England  :  and  when  that  inftitution 
4  enabled  the  miniftry  to  fparc  a  fupply  of  Britifh  troops,  to 
4  break  the  progrefs  of  France  againft  territories  invaded, 
4  plundered,  burnt  and  deilroyed,  for  no  other  reafon,  th  in 
4  their  connedk  ns  with  Britain  :  then  we  could  not,  in  juftiee, 
4  deny  our  allies  fitch  fuccours,  as  our  national  intereft  could 
4  /pare/ 

fea 
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fea  and  land.  This  was  the  outline.  There  yet 
remained  many  fteps  to  be  taken  to  accomplifh  this 
great  end.  Since  it  was  impoffible  to  feparate  Bri¬ 
tain  from  the  continent,  thole  engagements  entered 
into  by  the  former  adminiftration,  muff  be  cemented 
in  a  ftill  ftronger  manner.  The  confederacy  againft 
Pruftia  being  too  powerful  for  him,  he  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  if  not  fupported  by  England,  would  be 
crufhed  ;  and  if  he  fell,  Hanover  would  inftantly 
fall  likewife.  The  latter  was  the  tender  point, 
and  at  a  peace  it  muft  be  regained,  even  if  it  fhould 
be  fet  at  the  high  price  of  all  the  Britifh  conquefts. 
According  to  this  fyftem,  which  every  one  knows 
was  the  fyftem  of  thofe  days,  it  was  the  intereft  of 
Britain  to  fupport  the  exiftence  of  Pruftia,  and  re¬ 
inforce  the  allied  army  with  Britifh  troops :  there¬ 
fore,  in  order  to  ruin  the  Gallic  fcheme,  (which 
was  the  making  a  conqueft  of  Hanover,  and  with 
it  purchafe  whatever  the  fuperiority  of  the  Britifh 
navy  might  acquire)  the  fupport  of  Pruftia,  and  the 
defence  of  Planover,  became  obje&s  of  the  fecond 
importance.  The  people  of  England  were  unani¬ 
mous  in  their  defires  of  fupporting  the  king  of 
Pruftia  :  the  eclat  of  his  victories  had  gained  their 
efteem.  It  was  at  the  time  when  this  vein  was 
fwelled  with  the  warmeft  blood,  that  the  treaty 
with  Pruftia  was  made.  We  do  not  here  mention 
this  as  any  vindication  of  that  treaty,  becaufe  we 
juft  before  explained  the  political  motives,  which 
induced  Mr.  Pitt  to  fign  it,  and  the  views  which 
he  had  of  making  advantage  reful t  from  it ;  but 
what  a  happy  concurrence  of  events  there  had  been 
to  warp  the  people  to  German  meafures,  and  to 
continue  the  moll  favourable  opinion  of  the  mini- 
fter,  and  to  ftill  repofe  unlimited  confidence  in  his 
known  honefty,  vigilance  and  well-meaning. 
Here  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  infert  a  tranflation  of 
the  convention  between  his  majefty  and  the  king 
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of  Pruflla,  concluded  and  figned  at  London  on  the 
1 1  th  of  April,  1758. 

4  Whereas  a  treaty  between  their  Britannic  and 
c  Pruflian  majefties  was  concluded  and  figned  on  the 
4  1 6th  day  of  January  1756,  the  ftipnlations  vvhere- 
c  of  tended  to  the  prefervation  of  the  general 
4  peace  of  Europe,  and  of  Germany  in  particular: 
4  and  whereas  fince  that  period  France  has  not  only 
c  invaded  the  empire  with  numerous  armies,  and 
1  attacked  their  aforefaid  majefties  and  their  allies, 
4  but  has  alfo  excited  other  powers  to  aft  in  like 
c  manner:  and  whereas  it  is  fo  notorious,  that  the 
‘  extraordinary  efforts  made  by  his  Pruflian  majefty 
4  to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  number  of  enemies, 
6  who  have  attacked  him  on  fo  many  fides  at  once, 
4  have  occafioned  a  very  great  and  burthen  feme 
4  expence  •,  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  his  revenues 
4  have  been  greatly  diminifhed  in  thofe  parts  of  his 
4  dominions  which  have  been  the  feat  of  war:  and 
c  their  majefties  having  mutually  determined  to 
4  continue  their  efforts  tor  their  reciprocal  defence 
c  and  fecurity,  for  the  recovery  of  their  pofteflions, 
4  for  the  proteftion  of  their  allies,  and  the  prefer- 
4  vation  ot  the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body  ;  his 
4  Britannic  majefty  has  refolved,  in  confequence  of 
4  thefe  confiderations,  to  give  an  immediate  fuc- 
4  cour,  in  money,  to  his  Pruflian  majefty,  as  the 
4  fpeedieft  and  mofl  effeftual ;  and  their  aforefaid 
4  majefties  have  thought  proper,  that  a  convention 
4  fhould  be  made  thereupon,  in  order  to  declare  and 
4  afeertain  their  reciprocal  intentions  in  this  refpeft  *, 
4  for  which  purpofe  they  have  appointed  and  au- 
c  thorized  their  refpeftive  minifters,  viz.  In  the 
name  and  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
4  his  privy  counfellors,  Sir  Robert  Henley,  knight, 
c  lord  keeper  of  the  great  feal  of  Great-Britain, 

4  John  earl  of  Granville,  prefident  of  his  council, 
4  Thomas  Holies  duke  of  Newcaftle,  fir  ft  lord 

I  4  com- 
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commiffioner  of  his  treafury,  Robert  earl  of 
Holdernefie,  one  of  his  principal  fecretaries  of 
Rate,  Philip  earl  of  Hardwicke,  and  William 
Pitt,  Efquire,  another  of  his  principal  fecretaries 
of  ftate  •,  and  in  the  name  and  on  the  part  ol  his 
Pruflian  majefty,  the  Sieurs  Dodo  Henry  baron 
of  Knyphaufen,  his  privy  counfelior  of  embafiy 
and  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  his 
Britannic  majefty,  and  Lewis  Michel!,  his  cfonrge 
d'affaires  at  the  laid  court ;  who,  after  having 
communicated  to  each  other  their  refpeclive  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles. 

‘  I.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Great-Britain  en¬ 
gages  to  caule  to  be  paid,  in  the  city  or  London, 
to  the  perion  or  perfons  who  lhall  be  authorized 
for  that  purpofe  by  his  majefty  the  king  of  Prut- 
fia,  the  fum  of  four  millions  ot  German  crowns, 
amounting  to  fix  hundred  and  feventy  thouiand 
pounds  fterling  ;  which  entire  ium  lhall  be  paid 
at  once,  immediately  alter  the  exciiange  of  t..c 
ratifications,  upon  the  requmtion  oi  his  i  i  uftLn 

majefty.  _ 

‘  II.  "His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruliia  engages, 
on  his  part,  to  employ  the  laid  lum  in  keeping  up 
and  augmenting  his  forces,  which  lhall  act  in  the 
moft  advantageous  manner  for  the  common  caufe, 
and  for  the  end  proposed  by  then  afoiefaid  ma- 
4  jefties,  of  reciprocal  defence  and  mutual  lecurity. 

t  Ijp’  yhe  high  contracting  parties  moreover 
t  engage,  viz.  On  the  one  part,  his  Britannic  ma- 
4  jefty both  as  king  and  as  elefior  •,  and,  on  the 
other  part,  his  Pruftian  majefty,  not  to  conclude 
anv  treaty  of  peace,  truce,  or  neutrality,  or  any 
other  convention  or  agreement  whatfoever,  with 
the  powers  who  have  taken  part  in  the  prelent  war, 
but  in  concert,  and  by  mutual  confent,  and  tx- 
prefiy  comprehending  each  other  therein. 


‘  IV. 


(  (>:  )  1 is 8 

«  IV.  This  convention  fhall  be  ratified  ;  and 

<  the  ratification  thereof  fhall  be  exchanged  on 
‘  both  fides,  within  the  term  of  fix  weeks,  to  be 
‘  reckoned  from  the  date  of  the  figning  this  con- 
4  vention,  or  fooner,  if  pofiible. 

‘  In  witnefs  thereof,  we  the  underwritten  mini- 
c  fters  ot  his  Majefty  the  king  ot  Great-Br itain,  and 
‘  of  his  Majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia,  by  virtue  of 
c  our  full  powers,  have  figned  this  prelent  convcu- 

<  tion,  and  have  let  the  feals  of  our  arms  thereto. 
This  convention  was  renewed  annually  much 

in  the  fame  tenor  or  exprcfnon,  and  exactly 
with  refpeft  to  the  terms.  Both  houfes  (f  par¬ 
liament  approved  of  this  convention  when  it 
was  laid  before  them,  and  on  the  20th  oi  April 

the  Commons  granted  the  money  *.  The  Ger¬ 
man 


#  The  fum  flipulated  by  this  convention  to  be  paid  by 
Great-Britain,  has  been  branded  with  the  appellation  ot  a  tri¬ 
bute,  in  the  payment  of  which  the  honour  and  inter  eft  of  the  nation _ 
were  fcandaloufly  proftituted.  *  'this  is  a  licentioulnels  ot 
«  didion,  which  at  once  arraigns  the  king,  lords,  and  com- 
‘  mons,  of  prollituting  thJr  power  and  authority,  and  of 

<  combining  in  a  meafure  to  difhonour  and  luin  the  nation. 

<  J^et  us  examine  this  allegation. — A  tribute  ?  1  his  is  a  token 

<  of  bondage.  Did  the  Britiih  parliament,  when  they  c  ranted 
‘  an  annual  fupply  of  money  to  the  king  of  Pruflia,  give  any 
£  reafun  to  fuipefi,  that  therewith  they  furrenderecl  to  him 
«  their  liberty,  lives  and  fortunes  ?  or  did  they  at t,  as  it  they 

<  made  that  obligation  through  fear  of  what  might  be  dreaded 
4  from  the  progrefs  ot  his  arms*;  or  through  that  magnanimous 

<  principle  of  iuccouring  the  ditlreiTed  ;  ot  maintaining  a  ba- 
4  lance  of  power,  tor  which  Kngland  lias  «ilv\ays  o  i.  *i  »*p 

4  plauded  ;  and  of  favouring  our  national  intercitr  kid  not 
4  the  king  of  Pruflia,  in  coniiderat’.on  of  that  annual  pay- 
4  menr,  llipulate  and  agree  to  enter  into  no  lccrct  or  lepaiate 
4  treaty  ot  peace  detrimental  to  the  in  erefl.,  and  witnout  the 
4  content  ot  Great-Britain  ?  and  to  keep  the  iword  drawn 
4  again  It  our  enemies,  till  his  Britannic  majelly  fliould  give 
4  him  leave  to  (heath  it  by  an  honourable  peace  ; — in  all  whicn 

4  there  docs  not  appear  any  thing  like  llavcry  or  tiibute  on 

4  the 
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man  connexions  being  fully  entered  into,  they 
granted  this  fefiion  other  monies  relative  to  the 
iupport  ol  the  German  caufe,  which  augmented  the 
lum  granted  for  the  aid  of  our  friends  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  to  1,861,8971.  and  the  fupplies,  in  the 
whole,  amount  to  10,486,457!.  It  wiil  be  allow¬ 
ed,  that  this  was  carrying  on  war  at  an  immenfe 
expence  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  muff  be  confefled, 
that  there  was  no  other  way  of  iruflrating  the  French 
defigns.  It  washkew.fe  putting  France  to  an  i mi¬ 
me  nie  expence  in  granting  fublidies  to  Auftria, 
Ruffia,  Sweden,  and  feveral  princes  of  the  empire  : 
which  fhe  was  obliged  to  do  by  viriue  of  the  treaty 
of  confederacy,  in  order  to  accomplifh  her  views: 
therefore  the  cafe  was  nothing  more  than  oppofing 


the  part  of  Britain. —  ’  ow  fuch  a  treaty  with  the  king  of 
Pruffia  can  be  branded  with  the  fcandalous  proftitution  of  the 
honour  and  intereft  of  the  nation  is  as  unjuit,  as  it  is  incon¬ 
ceivable.  W as  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  a  protefant  king,  of  the  firft 
rank,  for  his  valour,  and  for  his  ftrength  and  interelt  in  Europe  ? 
Was  it  fcandalous  to  fecure  fuch  an  ally  by  a  pecuniary  fettle- 
ment,  when  the  union  of  the  houfes  of  Auflria  and  Bouibon, 
a  filled  by  RuiTia,  Sweden,  and  ether  powers,  threatened 
immediate  deftru&ion  to  our  trade  and  intereft  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe  :  which  would  naturally  have  followed  the 
conquering  fword  of  our  Frinch  rivals  .in  every  branch  of 
manufacture  and  commerce  ;  or  was  it  fcandalous  to  facilitate 
our  operations  by  fea  in  America,  and  in  -other  diilant  re¬ 
gions,  by  a  well-timed  application  of  fuch  a  fubfidy  ;  which 
fept  France  in  fuch  a  hate  #of  uncertainty,  dependance  and 
expence,  that  difabled  her  from  a  vigorous  purfuit  of  her 
natural  and  national  intereft,  and  crowned  our  expeditions 
every  where  with  fuccefs  ?  This  fubfidy  has  nothing  new  in 
its  conllitution.  It  was  of  no  other  kind,  than  what  not 
only  Britain,  but  other  nations,  particularly  France,  has 
always  made  ufe  of,  to  fecure  an  int  reft  to  herfdf.  and  to 
deprive  her  adverfaries  of  further  means  of  llrength.  Ot 
this  kind  have  been  feveral  northern  princes,  who  were  al¬ 
ways  looked  upon  as  tributaries,  or  fubfervient,  to  the  na¬ 
tion  which  paid  them  lor  their  Inendmip  and  aid,  asd  not  as 
holding  their  pay- mailers  in  a  ftate  of  tributary  fubje&ion.’ 

one 
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one  great  expence  to  another.  It  remained  to  be 
fecn  who  was  belt  able  to  bear  it  :  the  coniequence 
all  the  world  knows  •,  France  Became  a  bankrupt. 
Mr.  Pitt  was  ft  edible,  that  oppoling  France  on 
the  continent  was  putting  her  to  a  greater  expence 
than  England  §,  and  he  had  in  view  the  making 
her  a  bankrupt,  when  he  contented  to  tire  alliance 
with  Pruffia,  bv  obliging  her,  fince  lire  had  entered 
Germany,  toexhauft  lier  troops  and  trcalures  there  ; 
while  the  Britifh  navy  cut  old  all  or  molt  of  her 
refources  from  America,  and  entirely  ruined  her 


trade;  and  at  the  fame  time  increafed  the  riches  and 
revenues  of  his  own  country  by  new  and  valuable 
acquifitions,  the  better  to  enable  her  to  lupport  this 
additional  expence,  l  ie  was  lenfible  he  could  ef¬ 
fect  thefe  ends,  becaufe  the  French  councils  were 
divided  and  diftradted  ;  for  fuch  oi  the  1"  rench  of 
the  minifters,  who  wrere  for  purfuing  the  true  inte- 


§  4  The  Auftrians,  Ruffians,  Swedes,  &c.  have  colt  h  ranee 

*  move  by  fubfidies,  than  their  common  caufe  has  received  be- 
4  nent.  A  moderate  fubfidy  to  the  king  of  Fruffia  has  colt  1  ranee 
4  many  millions  to  kcepthofe  powers  in  an  unnatural  combina- 
4  tion.  Whiiit  Britain,  at  a  great  expence  of  money,  and  of 
4  many  valuable  lives,  has  oppnfed  the  1  rench  in  Germany,  and 
4  urged  them  to  keep  up  a  prodigious  force  in  a  country  that  ever 
4  has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  their  ruin,  at  an  expence  luperior 
4  to  ours :  whillt  it  has  hindered  them  from  protecting  their  co- 
4  Ionics,  and  left  us  entirely  at  liberty  to  carry  on  the  war 
4  where  it  was  molt  to  our  advantage,  can  it  be  doubted  in  the 
4  leaf!,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  our  intcrcll  to  bring  as  nu- 
4  merous  a  French  army  from  home,  and  as  far  ir  m  home 
4  as  pofiible,  to  a  country  that  could  not  polnbly  fupply  them 
4  with  forage  and  provifion  ?  but  where  they  mull  either  pur- 
4  chafe  it  at  as  dear  a  rate  as  ourfelves,  or  bring  it  at  a  ilill 
4  greater  expence  along  with  them  ;  and  where  a  frenchman, 

4  or  a  French  horfe,  would  require  as  much  fullenance  as  an 
4  Englifh  one  ;  and  confcquently,  if  the  French  had  i  2o,oco 
4  men,  and  the  allies  but  6o  or  70,000,  the  balance  wz*  fo 
4  much  in  our  favour.  Upon  confidering  all  thclc  circum- 
4  fiances,  it  is  evident  that  the  expencc  of  fupporting  this  war 

•  has  been  greater  to  France  than  to  Britain. 

refts 
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reft  of  their  country,  and  perhaps  did  not  pay  fer- 
vile  court  to  a  capricious  female  favorite ,  were  op- 
poled,  and  their  defigns  frequently  fruftrated  by  a 
number  of  creatures,  who,  without  any  regard  to 
honour  or  integrity,  engaged  implicitly  to  obey 
the  directions  of  the  cunning  favourite,  and  gra¬ 
tify  all  her  mifchievous  paffions.  Mr.  Pitt  profited 
by  thefe  divisions  *,  he  perceived  the  French  mini- 
ftry  were  unable  to  beftow  a  proper  attention  to 
both  elements  *,  therefore  he  aimed  at  confound¬ 
ing  them  ftiil  more  by  reiterated  blows  on  all  fides ; 
and  while  their  attention  was  employed  in  Ger¬ 
many,  to  ruin  their  navy  *,  and  to  continue  to  em¬ 
ploy  their  attention  there  till  a  peace,  to  prevent 
their  being  able,  or  having  opp  rtunity  to  repair 
it  || .  The  people  with  pleaiure  acquiefced  in  thefe 
fentiments  and  meafures,  becaufe  they  knew  they 
were  healing  and  advantageous  *,  and  they  faw  that 
by  them,  and  them  only,  harmony  was  made  per¬ 
manent  in  his  late  majefty’s  counfels  *,  a  circum- 
ftance,  which  at  all  times  is  of  the  utmoft  impor¬ 
tance  to  a  ftate,  and  in  a  time  of  war  an  invaluable 
bleffing  they  did  not  therefore  brand  Mr.  Pitt  as 
an  apoftate,  for  doing  what  no  man  in  the  fame 
fituation  could  avoid. 

Such  were  the  motives  and  fentiments  of  Mr. 
Pitt  and  his  coadjutors  for  entering  into  the  Ger¬ 
man  war.  It  would  be  impertinent  if  the  authoi 


*  It  is  a  proof  to  thofe,  who  recoiled  the  number  of  com¬ 
manders  the  French  have  had  in  Germany,  how  well  they 

minded  but  one  element.  . 

||  it  is  worthy  obfervation,  that  the  navy  of  Louis  XL  Y . 

which  was  ruined  by  the  engagement  off  La  Hogue,  would  loon 
have  been  repaired,  had  not  king  William  cut  out  wc*  - 
enough  for  the  French  on  the  continent,  and  thereby  10  ern- 
baraffed  the  French  mini  dry,  that  they  con  n  not  attenu  to  all 
the  neceiTarv  articles  of  both  lea  and  taud  krvice,  In 


queen 


Anne’s  time  likewife,  when  the  French  licet  was  baffled  in  the 
Mediterranean,  they  made  no  more  figure  at  lea,  utcauie  tie 
allies  found  them  fo  much  employment  on  the  continent. 
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added  any  remarks  of  his  own,  or  intruded  in  op- 
pofition  the  opinions  of  other  men,  mod  of  whom, 
particularly  the  Tories,  acquiefced  in  the  meaiure 
at  that  time,  and  have  oppofed  it  fince  merely  for 
the  fake  of  oppofing  Mr.  Pitt :  the  reader  is.  to 
judge  for  himfelf ;  the  writer’s  intention  here  being 
only  to  lpeak  of  things  as  he  found  them. 

When  theie  fentiments  and  this  lcheme  were 
adopted,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  was  km  to 
Germany  with  a  confiderable  numbei  ol  Enghfh 
troops  ;  they  were  lanoed  at  Embmn,  and  mai  di¬ 
ed  from  thence  to  join  the  allied  army. 

The  expeditions  to  the  coail  oi  k  ranee,  how  ¬ 
ever,  were  not  laid  afide  ;  the  time  was  now  come, 
when  we  were  to  retaliate  on  the  trench  thole  ter¬ 
rors  in  reality,  which  they  had  long  railed  in  us  by 
menaces  oi  an  invafion.  General  liligh  had  the 
command  of  the  troops  which  were  to  go  on  the 
fecond  expedition  •,  and  his  royal  highnels  prince 
Edward,  now  duke  of  \  ork,  entered  as  a  volun¬ 
teer  with  commodore  Elowe.  i  he  delign  was  to 
execute  what  had  been  projected  on  viewing  the 
French  coaft  the  laft  time  it  was  vifited.  On  the 
6th  of  Auguft  the  troops  were  landed  at  Cherbourg, 
where  they  deftroyed  the  mole,  pier,  balon,  and 
many  other  excellent  and  expvnfive  works  ior  mak¬ 
ing  a  convenient  and  llrong  harbour.  i  wenty 
fine  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  and  two  large  mortars 
were  found  at  the  place,  and  put  on  board  the  (hips 
to  be  conveyed  to  England  :  other  eomielcrable  da¬ 
mage  was  done  to  the  trench,  and  hoftages  were 
taken  for  contributions  which  were  demanded.  On 
the  1 6th  the  troops  were  re-embarked  in  order  to 
be  landed  at  another  place  •,  but  a  hard  gale  fpring- 
ing  up,  the  fleet  was  forced  oil  the  coalt,  and  ob¬ 
liged  to  return  to  England;  where,  however,  it 
did  not  flay,  but  proceeded  to  St.  Lunar  bay  near 

Sr.  Malo,  and  there  the  troops  were  landed  a  third 

time 
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time  on  the  coaft  of  Prance.  An  attempt  on  St. 
Male  being  again  deemed  imprudent,  the  officers 
debated  on  their  plan  ot  operations.  While  thefe 
deliberations  were  holding,  commodore  Howe  was 
obliged  to  put  out  of  St.  Lunar  bay,  it  being  too 
rocky  to  remain  in  within  any  degree  of  fafety,  and 
go  three  leagues  to  the  weftward,  to  the  bay  of  St. 
Cas.  Th  us  the  fleet  and  army  were  feparated. 
The  army  then  marched  into  the  country.  In  the 
mean  time  trie  duke  d’Aiguillon,  governor  of 
Britanny,  affembled  a  confiderable  body  of  troops., 
and  marched  diredtly  to  give  the  Englifh  battle. 
When  general  Bligh  had  intelligence  of  this,  he 
retreated  towards  the  fhips ;  but  this  retreat  was  ill 
performed  j  the  time  was  foolifhly  mifpent,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  troops  were  all  embarked,  the  French  came 
down  upon  the  beach  (Sept,  n.)  and  attacked  the 
rear-guard,  commanded  by  general  Dury,  who  for 
feme  time  with  great  bravery  maintained  a  very 
unequal  combat  againft  fuperior  numbers.  The 
Engliih  bomb  ketches,  which  were  near  the  fnore, 
fired  upon  the  French,  and  while  that  fire  lafted, 
the  enemy  gave  no  quarter.  At  length  this  little 
body  of  brave  veterans  had  expended  all  their  am¬ 
munition  ;  and  now,  in  the  tranfports  of  rage  and 
defpair,  great  numbers  of  them  jumped  into  the 
fea,  and  were  drowned,  among  whom  was  general 
Dury  himfelf ;  the  reft  were  made  pri loners,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  few  who  were  carried  off  in  boats,  and 
put  on  board  the  fhips  *.  The  lofs  cf  the  Englifh 
in  this  affair  exceeded  1300  men.  The  fleet  now 
returned  to  England,  where  the  people  became 
difpirited  by  the  news  of  the  mifearriage,  while 

*  But  a  much  greater  number  might  have  been  laved,  h  d 
the-  tailors  empt  tci  their  boats  i.  to  the  firfl  ihip  they  came  to, 
and  inftantly  returned  to  the  l  each  for  more  ;  which,  inhead  of 
doing,  they  ftri&ly  Iderved  a  uncrili  in  carrying  the  troops 
to  the  particular  tranfport  they  came  out  of,  without  coniider- 
ing  the  didance  ot  her  iituation. 

thofe 
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tliofe  of  France  were  extravagantly  elated  ;  and  the 
generals  of  both  nations  were  condemned  and  ex¬ 
tolled  in  proportion. 


Prince  Ferdinand  having  purfued  the  French  to 
the  Rhine,  palfed  that  river  after  them.  He  took 
his  meaiures  lo  well,  that  on  the  23d  of  June  he 
found  means  ro  attack  their  left  wing  at  Crevelt, 
which  he  totally  routed  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed,  that 
the  French  loll  in  this  affair  between  4  and  5000 
menj.  Duffeldorp  was  taken  in  coniequence.  In  the 
mean  time  the  French  generals  collected  their  arm) , 
and  took  refuge  under  Cologne.  Prince  Ferdinand 
then  intended  to  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy’s 
country  *,  but  hisdefigns  were  frustrated.  The  French 
had  affembled  another  army  agreeable  to  the  fn- 
pulations  ot  the  confederate  treaty)  which  was  rom- 
manded  by  the  Prince  de  Soubrze.  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  in  oppofition  to  that  general,  ported  the 
Prince  or  Yfenbourg  with  the  Heffian  troops  ;  but 
the  duke  de  Broglio,  who  was  detached  by  Soubize, 
defeated  thole  troops  on  the  23d  of  July,  at  San- 
derfhaulen,  and  thereby  gained  poffeffion  of  the 
river  Weler,  with  the  advanrage  of  being  able  to  act 
in  Wcftphalia  on  which  fine  the  river  lie  pleafcd  ; 
and  likewile  had  it  in  his  power  to  intercept  the 
Englifh  troops,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  were  on  their  march  from  Fmb- 

den  to  join  the  allied  army.  Prince  Ferdinand  bv 

*  # 


t  Among  the  French  officers  who  we  e  iliin  in  this  action* 
one  delervts  particular  notice.  He  was  the  young  couia  de 
Colors,  only  Ion  of  the  duke  dc  Bcllcifle,  the  lall  hope  of  a  r.cble 
family,  ai  .  lately  married  to  the  heirefs  of  an  illuitrious  1  jufe. 
He  p.  fldled  many  extraordinary  sccomplifhmcnts  as  v  ell  as 
uncommon  genius.  lie  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  head  ot 
his  regiment,  os  he  was  bringing  it  up  with  the  mou  hcroi.; 
courage,  to  the  incxprcffiblc  gaei  of  his  aged  father,  and  die 
DOiverfal  regret  of  his  ccui  try. 
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this  unfortunate  ftroke  was  greatly  embarraffed.  The 
i‘ice  of  for  tune  was  iuddenly  reverfed.  The  fafety  of 
Hanover  ieemed  to  depend  on  the  feafonable  rein¬ 
forcement  of  the  Englifh  troops  ;  for  the  French  army 
being  on  their  own  frontiers,  had  in  a  lhort  time 
been  confiderably  reinforced.  He  was  neceffitated  to 
either  bring  them  to  another  adion  or  retreat  over 
tiie  Rhine.  T  he  nr  ft  was  difficult,  becaufe  the  french 
would  not  fight;  the  latter  was  alfo  difficult, 
on  account  of  the  many  late  heavy  and  uncommon 
rams,  which  had  fwelled  the  river  to  a  prodigious 
height.  JvVhile  the  allies  were  in  this  condition,  one 
of  the  French  generals,  named  de  Chevert,  pro¬ 
jected  a  icheme  for  the  retakingof  Duffeldorp  ;  but 
the  waters  having  fruftrated  his  views,  he  built  ano¬ 
ther  projeft  upon  the  ruins  of  the  firft.  The  allies 
had  a  poll  at  Meer  on  the  K  hine,  held  by  baron 
Imhoff,  as  well  to  fecure  a  magazine  and  a  bridge 
at  Rees,  as  to  preferve  a  free  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  Englifh  troops  and  the  allied  army.  Che- 
vert’s  plan  was  to  difiodge  Imhoff,  burn  the  bridge, 
take  the  magazine,  and  cut  off  the  communication. 
He  had  12,000  men  and  11  pieces  of  cannon. 
Imhoff  had  not  3000  men.  and  cut  off  from  all 
expectations  of  afliftance  from  Prince  Ferdinand  ; 
but  he  had  advice  of  Chevert’s  approach  ;  upon 
which  he  quitted  his  poff,  and  while  the  enemy 
were  marching  through  difficult  ground,  he  fur- 
prized  them  in  flank  and  front,  and  after  a  fhort, 
but  fpirited  attack,  put  them  to  flight,  and  took 
their  cannon  and  baggage.  This  happened  on  the 
Ath  of  Au guff.  Afterwards  he  marched  towards 
the  Englifh  troops,  and  happily  effected  a  jundion. 
ImhofPs  bravery  fumifbed  Prince  Ferdinand  with 
an  opportunity  for  repairing  the  Rhine,  which  he 
effected  without  any  obitruclion  from  the  enemy. 
Thus  did  the  battle  of  Sanderfhaufen  prevent  any 
material  advantages  being  derived  from  that  of 
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Crevelt :  and  the  aftion  of  Meer,  with  the  critical 
reinforcement  of  the  Britifh  troops,  likewife  pre¬ 
vented  any  being  drawn  from  that  of  Sanderfhau- 
fen.  The  French  army,  however,  being  greatly 
reinforced,  and  having  changed  its  commander*, 
prince  Ferdinand  judged  it  prudent  to  aft  on  the 
defen  five  :  he  judicioully  chofe  fome  excellent  polts 
along  the  river  Lippe.  The  French  finding  it 
dangerous  to  attempt  any  of  thefe,  direftcd  their 
attention  once  more  to  the  prince  of  Ylenbourg, 
who  was  poftcd  fo  as  to  proteft  the  courfe  of  the 
^  efei ,  and  cover  a  part  of  Flefie.  Soubize’s  army 
was  reinrorced  to  go^ooo  men  by  detachments 
from  the  grand  army.  Prince  Ferdinand  being 
aware  of  the  French  defigns,  fent  general  Oberg 
with  a  detachment  to  the  affiftancc  of  the  prince  of 
Yfenbourg,  which  augmented  that  prince’s  army 
to  15,000  men.  The  enemy  relying  on  their  fu- 
periority,  refolved  to  gain  fome  part  of  Hefle  ; 
therefoi  e  they  attacked  general  Oberg,  on  the  laft 
day  of  September,  at  Lanwerenhagen,  and  obliged 
him  to  retire,  after  he  had  loll  1500  men;  but 
fome  woods  happening  to  be  in  Jus  rear,  favoured 
his  march,  and  prevented  his  defeat  becoming  total. 
The  feafon,  however,  was  too  far  advanced  for 
the  trench  to  reap  any  advantages  from  this  vie* 
tory.  The  fatigues  of  the  campaign  having  made 
it  neceffaiy  for  the  allied  troops  to  have  fome  reif 
prince  Feidinand  abandoned  his  pofts  along  the 
Lippe,  and  retired  into  Weftphalia,  andfoon  after- 

*  The  French  army  firft  marched  into  Germany,  under  the 
command  of  the  marfhal  d'Etrees ;  but  his  lady,  foon  after  the 
battle  ot  Halt en beck,  happening  to  affront  madame  Pompa- 
cour,  with  lome  .tart  expreflions  concerning  Mils  Murphy, 
another  miftrefs  to  the  French  king,  he  was  recalled,  and  fuc- 
ceedcd  by  marfhal  Richlieu,  one  of  Pompadour’s  creatures  ; 
but  he  when  the  french  were  drove  out  of  Hanover,  was  re¬ 
placed  by  the  count  de  Clermont,  who  was  now  lubltiiutcJ  by 
M.  de  Contades. 
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wards  went  into  winter-quarters  in  Munfter,  Pa.- 
derborn  and  Hildelheim.  The  French  likewife 
entered  Weftphalia,  and  there  took  up  their  quar¬ 
ters.  The  Englifh  troops  were  too  late  to  affift  in 
any  of  the  operations  of  the  campaign  ;  but  they 
buffered  greatly  by  ficknefs.  The  duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  died  at  Munfter  of  a  dyfentery. 

The  firft  operation  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  was 
the  reduction  of  Schweidnitz,  which  he  effected  in 
the  month  of  April,  after  a  fhort,  but  vigorous, 
liege.  By  this  acquifition  he  regained  all  thofe 
dominions  he  had  loft  laft  year,  and  was  now  ready 
to  act  on  the  cffenfive,  and  carry  the  theatre  of 
war  into  the  territories  of  his  enemies:  but  firft  he 
provided  for  the  fecurity  of  his  frontiers  •,  he  ported 
count  Dohna  with  an  army  to  cover  Silefia  from 
any  incurfions  of  the  Ruffians  *,  and  his  brother 
prince  Henry  with  another  army  in  Saxony,  to 
prevent  the  army  of  the  empire,  which  had  been 
recruited,  Torn  entering  Brandenburgh  or  Mag¬ 
deburg.  At  this  time  count  Daun,  with  all  the 
troops  which  his  fovereign  could  affemble,  lay  in¬ 
trenched  at  Koningfgratz  in  Bohemia.  The  king 
of  Pruffia  made  feveral  feints,  as  if  he  intended  to 
enter  Bohemia*,  and  when  he  had  fufficiently 
alarmed  and  diverted  the  enemies  attention  that 
way,  he  all  at  once,  by  a  rapid  march,  entered 
Moravia,  and  proceeded  to  Olmutz  the  capital  *, 
but  general  Marifchal,  who  happened  to  be  ported 
in  that  province,  having  intelligence  of  his  march, 
had  juft  time  enough  to  throw  himfelf  into  the 
town.  However,  the  king  of  Pruffia  laid  fiege 
to  it  oil  the  27th  of  May,  and  the  trenches  were 
opened  before  count  Daun  heard,  that  the  king  of 
Pruffia  had  given  him  the  flip.  When  he  received 
that  intelligence,  he  in  lantly  broke  up  his  camp, 
and  haftened  to  the  relief  of  the  city.  lie  began 
to  impede  the  Pmffian  operations  by  attacking 

every 
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every  night  their  pods,  and  harraflmg  them  with 
continual  alarms.  The  king  offered  him  battle-, 
but  Daun  knew  better  how  to  improve  his  advan¬ 
tages  than  to  hazard  them  all  at  once.  At  this 
time  a  large  convoy  was  coming  rrom  Siiefiato  the 
king’s  camp,  which  Daun  having  intelligence  of, 
detached  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  to  take  it, 
and  the  king  of  Prulfia  detached  another  body  to 
preferve  it.  The  Auftrians  fell  in  with  the  convoy, 
and  a  bloody  conflict  enfued  :  the  Pruffians  being 
greatly  inferior  were  defeated  ;  the  center  and  part 
of  the  van  were  taken,  and  the  rear  pufhed  back 
to  Silelia,  while  only  the  other  part  of  the  van 
efcaped  to  the  king’s  camp.  This  was  a  mortify¬ 
ing  check  to  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  refolution  and 
fpirit :  he  faw  himfelf  by  this  unlucky  event  de¬ 
prived  of  the  very  means  of  fubfillence,  and  con¬ 
sequently  obliged  to  relinquifh  his  project,  at  the 
very  time  when  the  town  was  expefied  every  day  to 
furrender.  However  he  prelerved  a  good  appear¬ 
ance-,  and  on  the  laftday  of  June,  which  was  the 
laft  day  of  the  liege,  the  firing  continued  as  brilk 
as  ever  -,  but  at  night  he  fuddenly  abandoned  the 
place,  and  gained  a  march  of  the  Auftrians  before 
they  were  apprized  of  his  retreat.  He  took  the 
route  of  Bohemia,  and  arrived  with  all  his  bag¬ 
gage,  artillery,  fick  and  wounded,  at  Koningfgratz. 
This  was  one  of  the  moft  furprizing  retreats,  which 
had  been  accomplifhed  fince  the  days  of  Xenophon. 
It  was  performed  in  the  face  of  a  great  army,  in 
high  fpirits,  and  conduced  by  a  very  able  general, 
who  could  not  impede  the  march  of  the  retreating 
army,  though  he  attempted  to  hover  on  its  wings. 
It  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  M.  Daun  (hewed  more 
(kill  in  obliging  the  king  of  Prulfia  to  raife  the 
fiege  without  giving  him  battle-,  or  the  king  of 
Prulfia  in  railing  the  fiege,  and  eifeifting  his  lur- 
prifing  retreat  without  lols.  Ihe  affairs  ot  h:s 
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crifoT  rfjefty  rWere  -eveiy  day  becoming  more 
itical.  The  mvafion  of  his  dominions  by  the  Ruf- 

fians,  under  the  generals  Fermor  and  Brown,  would 

have  obliged  him  to  quit  Moravia,  if  count  Daun 

had  not ;  tor  at  this  time  they  had  entered  the  new 

Marche  of  Brandenberg,  where  they  daily  corn- 

moft  horrid  ravages  and  barbarities,  and 
had  laid  fiege  to  Cuftrin  :  his  prefence  therefore  in 
that  country  became  abfolutely  necelfary  ;  accord¬ 
ingly  he  prosecuted  his  march  with  the  utmoft  di¬ 
ligence,  and  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cuftrin 
on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  after  a  march  of  51  days 
from  the  midft  of  Moravia.  Notwithftanding  the 
great  fatigue  and  hardlhips  which  his  army  muft 
have  buffered,  he  refolved  immediately  on  giving 
the  Ruflians  battle ;  and  his  troops,  animated  with 
revenge  on  viewing  the  difmal  fpeftacl.e  which  the 
country  all  round  prefented,  ardently  wilhed  for 

1  •  *  1  1  ‘  1  1  .  b  eruel  enemies.  The 

king  joined  his  troops  under  count  Dohna,  and  on 

the  25th  of  Auguft  gave  battle  to  the  Ruffians 
near  the  village  of  ZorndorfF.  The  Fruffians  were 
now,  in  the  ftridteft  fenfe,  fighting  for  their  coun- 
try,  which  was  ready  to  fall  under  one  of  the  fevereft 
fcourges  with  which  providence  ever  chaftifed  a  na¬ 
tion.  'I  he  exiftence  of  the  Pruffian  crown  depended 
on  the  fortune  of  the  day  :  the  delolation  of  the 
country,  and  the  villages  on  fire  all  around,  were 
filch  marks  of  the  enemy  s  cruelty,  as  exafperated 
the  Pruffians  to  a  pitch  of  enthufiafm.  In  this  ra^e 
they  began  one  of  the  moft  bloody  conflicts,  tlut 
was  fought  during  the  war.  For  the  fpace  of  two 
hours  the  Pruffian  artillery  rained  on  the  Ruffians 
like  water  from  the  heavens :  this  furious  cannonade, 
the  moft  dreadful  that  ever  man  beheld,  they  flood 
undaunted.  The  Mufcovite  foot  were  attacked  at 
nine  in  the  morning  with  an  impetuofity  that  would 
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have  daggered  the  braved  veterans  of  any  civilized 
nation  ;  but  they  had  not  fenfe  to  move  ;  they 
fell  in  their  ranks,  and  new  regiments  preffed  for¬ 
ward  to  fupply  new  daughter;  nay,  lo  fearlefs  were 
they,  and  fo  void  of  all  fenfe  of  fafety,  that  when 
the  fird  line  had  fired  away  all  their  cartridges, 
they  obdinately  dood,  though  defencelefs,  and 
were  fliot  at  like  marks.  It  was  evident,  that  to  gain 
a  vidory  over  fuch  troops  mud  be  to  dedroy  them  : 
the  daughter  of  courfe  was  very  great ;  but  their 
army  was  numerous,  and  fredi  bodies  continually 
prefenting  themfelves,  and  making  the  mod  vigo¬ 
rous  efforts,  the  Pruffian  infantry,  fatigued  with 
the  work  of  carnage,  at  length  gave  way  ;  had  the 
Ruffian  officers  known  how  to  have  made  ufe  of 
this  advantage,  they  had  gained  the  victory ;  but 
it  fee  ms  they  did  not ;  and  general  Seidlitz,  who 
commanded  the  Prufiian  cavalry,  profited  by  their 
ignorance  ;  he  indantly  threw  himfelf  into  the 
chafm,  and  charged  the  Ruffian  foot  with  an  im- 
petuofity  which  they  could  not  withdand  :  they 
were  either  fpent  by  the  work  they  had  already 
gone  through,  or  didieartened  by  the  appearance  of 
the  horfe  ;  for,  being  unfupported,  they  fell  back  all 
on  afudden,  breaking  their  own  ranks,  and  in  the 
molt  utter  confufion  fired  upon  one  another,  and 
plundered  their  own  baggage  :  the  wind  blew  the 
d  ud  and  fmoke  in  their  faces  :  thePruffian  infantry 
was  rallied,  and  led  to  the  charge  by  the  king  in 
penon:  the  daughter  now  became  more  terrible  than 
ever;  the  Ruffians  were  crammed  up  in  a  narrow 
fpace  ;  while  the  Pruffians  with  regular  fires,  every 
fliot  having  its  full  eded,  continued  the  combat  till 
feven  o’clock  at  night :  yet  dill  (which  is  almod 
incredible)  the  Ruffians  kept  their  ground.  Night 
came  on,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  Ruffians 
retreated  under  favour  of  the  darknefs.  They  loft, 
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according  to  their  own  account,  21,529  men* 
s  hey  were  purfued  into  Poland,  and  thereby  pre- 
vented  from  undertaking  anything  farther  againft 
the  king  of  Pruffia  in  Brandenburgh.  The  lofs  of 
the  P ruffians  was  near  4000  men.  In  the  mean 
time  count  Daun,  in  conjundtion  with  the  army 
of  the  empire,  now  commanded  by  the  prince  of 
Deux  Fonts,  penetrated  into  Saxony,  and  took  the 
fortrefs  of  Sonneftein.  He  aimed  at  wreiting  Sax¬ 
ony  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Pruffians  :  and 
for  this  purpofe  he  nearly  furrounded  prince  Henry 
or  Pruffia’ s  army,  which  confifted  only  of  20,000 
men,  poked  fo  as  to  cover  Drefden.  But'  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  who  was  informed  of  his  brother’s  cri¬ 
tical  fituation,  haftened  to  his  relief,  before  Daun, 
who  was  remarkably  flow  in  the  concerting  of  mea- 
fures,  could  execute  his  projedb  The  king  joined 
his  brother,  and  Daun  fell  back  as  far  as  Zittau. 
But  the  king  foon  after  feparated  from  his  brother, 
and  fhewed  a  defign  of  cutting  off  Daun’s  com¬ 
munication  with  Bohemia,  and  Daun  on  the  contrary, 
fhewed  a  defign  of  cutting  off  his  with  SiJefia.  In 
this  cafe  a  battle  feemed  inevitable  *,  and  Daun  re- 
lolved  to  bring  it  on  the  firft  advantageous  opportu¬ 
nity,  left  the  time  for  addon  lliould  be  loft,  and  he 
obliged  to  entirely  abandon  Saxony,  and  thereby  give 
up  the  fruits  of  the  campaign.  At  this  time  the  king 
of  Pruffia  v/ as  encamped  at  Hohkirchen,  a  village  in 
Lufatia.  Daun,  in  the  dead  of  a  dark  night  Odt. 
14)  favoured  by  a  thick  for?,  filently  marched  to 
the  Pruffian  camp  ;  and  at  five  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  he  attacked  the  Pruffians  in  the  mod  intrepid 
manner,  and  with  the  greateft  regularity,  They 
were  entirely  furprized;  they  run  to  their  arms, 
Tome  half  naked.  Marfhai  Keith  mounted  his  horfe, 

*  Oi  two  regiments,  which  nfore  the  battle  confilted  of 
4<;95  eiTedive  men,  tlieie  were  only  1475  left. 
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and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  corps  on  the 
right  wing,  where  the  heat  of  the  adion  lay,  made 
a  very  gallant  refiftance,  which  afforded  the  kino- 
of  Pruflla  an  opportunity  to  form  the  left  win<° 
before  it  fhould  be  dilordered  by  any  iudden  efforts 
of  the  enemy.  Keith  maintained  a  bloody  and 
defperate  conllid  three  hours  amidllall  the  horrors 
of  darknefs,  contufion,  carnage  anddefpair,  againfl 
fuperior  numbers,  who  were  continually  fupported 
by  frefh  troops  :  three  times  was  the  village  loll  and 
won:  he  rallied  the  broken  regiments,  and  every 
time  charged  with  the  utmoft  ardour  -,  but  all  that 
he  could  do  could  not  prevent  a  defeat.  About 
nine  o’clock  he  was  (hot  through  the  heart;  he  in- 
ftantiy  fell  on  the  held,  and  his  body  was  left  to  the 
Auftrian  irregulars,  who  ftripped  it.  At  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  adion  a  cannon  ball  took  oft'  the 
head  of  prince  Francis  of  Brunfwick,  as  he  was 
mounting  his  horfe.  Thus  fell  two  gallant  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  officers.  Prince  Maurice  of  Anhalt  was 
wounded  and  taken  prifoner.  When  Keith  was 
flain,  the  right  wing  was  loon  defeated.  The  king 
then  gave  up  all  hopes  of  recovering  the  ground 
He  ordered  a  retreat,  which  he  effeded  intolera¬ 
ble  older,  by  the  good  countenance  of  his  cavalry 
and  the  heavy  fire  of  his  artillery.  He  loft  at  lead 
7000  men,  with  all  his  tents,  great  part  of  his  bag¬ 
gage,  and  fome  cannon  -,  but  the  death  of  rmrfhal 
Keith  was  his  greateft  misfortune;  the  reft  he  could 
repair.  1  he  lois  of  the  Auftrians,  according  to 
their  own  account,  amounted  to  5000  men.  Mar¬ 
fhal  Daun,  however,  did  not  derive  the  advantages 
from  this  ftratagem  which  he  expeded.  It  is  true 
he  foiled  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  that  monarch  filt¬ 
ered  in  his  reputation  by  it;  but  this  added  nothing 
to  the  caufe.  He  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  take 
fome  towns  in  Silefia;  and  with  this  view  he  previ- 
oufly  fent  detachments  into  that  country,  one  of 
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which  had  laid  fiege  to  Neifs,  and  another  formed 
a  blockade  round  CofTel.  His  aim  now  was  to 
cover  thofe  attempts.  .[  he  king  foon  recovered  of 
Lis  uifafter,  and  drew  reinforcements  from  his  bro- 
thei  in  Saxony.  l  ie  by  feveral  mafterly  movements 
and  rapid  marches  opened  his  paffage  into  Silefia, 
and  thus  cruftied  in  a  moment  ail  Daun’s  boafted 
advantages  of  the  battle  of  Hohkirchen.  General 
Laudon  was  detached  after  him;  but  the  king  con¬ 
tinued  his  march  :  he  relieved  Neifs  and  Cofiel. 
When  Daun  found  he  could  not  hinder  the  king 
from  entering  Silefia,  lie  bent  his  thoughts  toward! 
Saxony:  he  relolved  to  take  Drel'den,  and  ap- 
pi oached  the  iuburbs  with  an  army  of  6o,ooomen. 
The  garrifon,  commanded  by  count  Schmettau, 
amounted  to  about  12,000.  The  city  being  buc 
poorly  fortified,  and  the  governor,  who  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  hold  the  place  to  the  lait  extremity,  con- 
fidering  that  if  the  enemy  gained  pofieffion  of  the 
Iuburbs,  they  might  eafily  command  the  city,  refolv- 
ed  to  let  fire  to  them;  which  was  accordingly  done 
in  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  November,  and  a- 
bout  250  houses  were  confirmed,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  nearly  loft  their  all,  and  fome  their  lives. 
This  fire,  which  in  part  laid  wafte  the  capital  of 
Saxony,  rendered  manual  Daun’s  projeft  of  a  coup 
de  'main  impracticable,  and  regular  approaches  de¬ 
manded  more  time  than  he  could  now  fpare  ;  for 
the  king  of  Pruffia  was  in  full  march  to  relieve  Sax¬ 
ony,  where  he  arrived  on  the  20th  of  November, 
which  obliged  marfnal  Daun  to  retire  into  Bohe¬ 
mia,  and  there  rake  up  his  winter-quarters.  The 
army  of  the  empire  had  entered  another  part  of 
Saxony,  and  formed  fome  attempts  on  Torgau  and 
Leipfic  1  but  they  were  fru:  crated  about  the  fame 
time,  and  obliged  to  retire.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Swedes,  who  had  Deen  drawn  into  the  confederacy 
againft  the  king  of  Pruffia  by  the  influence  of  the 

Ruffians, 
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Ruffians,1  and  hitherto  had  ached  but  a  trifling  part 
niade  Ionic  ineffectual  efforts  to  gain  fome  towns 
in  Pomerania ;  tor  awhile  they  were  luccelsfi.il,  but 
afterwaids  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  all,  and 
retire.  Not  the  lead  lpark  now  appeared  of  that 
Hiilitary  genius,  tor  which  the  Swedes  have  been 
formerly  renowned.  Thus  did  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
by  his  confummate  (kill  and  vigilance,  baffle  all 
the  efforts  ot  his  numerous  enemies,  and  oblige 
them  to  fet  down  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  with 
the  lofs  of  many  thou  land  men,  and  without  ha- 
^  gamed  one  inch  of  ground.  Jt  will  amaze 
pofterity  when  they  read,  that  this  prince,  with 
only  the  affiftance  of  a  fubfidy  which  he  drew  from 
England,  lo  bravely  withstood  lo  many  armies, 

and  fru  ft  rated  the  defigns  of  fuch  a  powerful  con¬ 
federacy. 

To  every  part  of  the  world  Mr.  Pitt  extended  his 
attention,  and  fent  detachments  of  the  Britifh  arms. 
Even  Africa,  a  quarter  to  which  our  mimfters  lel- 
dom  adventure,  faw  fpecimcns  of  the  Britiffl  power, 
and  the  minifter’s  vigour  and  refolution.  A  fmall 
armament  was  fent  in  the  month  of  March,  under 
the  command  of  commodore  Marffl,  and  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  marines,  commanded  by  major  Mafon,  to 
attack  the  French  fettlements  at  Senegal.  The 
pioject  had  been  originally  conceived  by  one  Mr. 
Cumming,  a  fenfible  quaker,  who  had  been  a  fac¬ 
tor  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  by  which  he  had  con¬ 
tracted  fome  acquaintance  with  the  Moonlit  king  of 
that  part  of  South  Barbary,  called  by  us  the  Gum- 
coaft,  or  the  fandy  defart  of  Zara  who  being  well 
dffpofed  towards  the  Englifh,  and  bearing  an  utter 
enmity  to  the  French,  declared  he  fhould  never  be 
caiy,  till  they  were  entirely  driven  from  the  river  of 
Senega  .  And  he  told  Mr.  Gumming,  that  if  the 

.But  called  by  the  natives  Lcgibclli. 
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king  of  England  would  fend  a  force  fufficient  to 
defeat  the  French,  he  would  grant  an  exclufive  trade 
to  his  fubje&s.  At  the  fame  time  he  favoured  Mr. 
Gumming  with  the  grant  of  an  exclufive  trade  by  a 
charter  written  in  the  Arabic  language.  Mr.  Gum¬ 
ming,  during  his  flay  in  Africa,  made  the  mod  mi¬ 
nute  enquiry  concerning  the  ftrength  and  fituation 
of  the  French.  At  his  return  to  England  he  com- 
municated  his  intelligence  to  the  board  of  trade,  and 
with  it  a  plan  for  attacking  the  French  fettlements 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  miniftry  adopted  the 
fchfcme *  *,  and  Mr.  Gumming,  being  the  framer  of 
it,  was  appointed  principal  director  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  failed  with  it,  charged  with  a  letter  of 
credence  to  the  Moorifn  king*.  The  fleet  arrived 

on 


*  He  had  told  Mr.  Pitt  a  great  deal  about  his  intereit  with 
the  Moorifh  king,  from  whom,  he  Paid,  he  could  procure  a 
powerful  affiftance,  and  without  which,  he  fuggelted,  Senegal 
could  not  be  taken;  therefore,  in  confideration  of  this  aid,  to 
be  obtained  entirely  through  his  intereji ,  Mr.  Pitt  wrote  him  the 
following-  letter : 

o 

‘  Good  and  Worthy  Friend , 

*  I  write  this  letter  to  you  merely  to  repeat  to  you  upon  paper, 

*  what  I  have  laid  with  great  fincerity  to  you  in  conversation, 

*  namely,  that  I  have  fo  good  an  opinion  of  your  integrity, 

4  and  think  the  fervice  you  are  going  upon  to  Africa  fo  likely 
4  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  public,  that  ir  cafe  fuccefs  attends 
4  your  endeavours,  I  promife  you  myb  ft  abidance  in  obtain- 

*  mg  an  exclufive  charter  in  your  favour  for  a  limited  term  of 
4  years  with  regard  to  that  vein  of  tra  e,  which  your  induftry 
4  and  rifque  (had  have  opened  to  your  country.  Averfe  as  [ 
4  always  fhall  be  to  exclufive  charters  in  general,  I  think  your 
«  cafe  a  juft  exception  ;  fo  wifhing  cordially  the  favour  cf  Pro- 
‘  vidence  on  your  undertaking,  I  remain  with  much  efteem 
4  your  fincere  and  faithful  friend,, 

‘  W.  PITT.’ 

But  in  the  fequel  it  was  found,  that  Mr.  Cumming’s  intereft 
did  not  amount  to  what  he  had  pretended.  In  his  paiTage  to 
Senegal,  he  touched  at  Portenderic  (the  place  he  had  formerly 
been  at)  where  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Moors  had  any  parti¬ 
cular  regard  for  him  ;  for  they  would  not  grant  him  any  affif- 
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on  the  coaftof  Africa  in  April ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  obilruclion  of  a  very  dangerous  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Senegal,  the  marines  were  land¬ 
ed  (May  1)  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Upon 
which,  the  French  governor  of  fort  Louis  furren- 
dered  direftly  *,  and  next  day  the  corporation  and 
burghers  of  the  town  of  Senegal  fubmitted,  and 
fwore  allegiance  to  the  king  of  England.  This 
was  the  firit  fuccefsful  expedition  which  the  mi- 
niftry  had  equipped  during  the  war,  and  failed 
not  to  be  greatly  inftrumental  in  diffipating  thole 
fears  and  deipondencies,  which  Mr.  Pitt  found  to 
brood  over  the  land  when  he  came  into  the  admi- 
niftration.  The  conqueft  of  Senegal  added  greatly  to 
the  commercial  interests  of  Britain,  and  poured  frcfli 
wealth  into  the  hands  of  her  traders  :  the  commo¬ 
dities  imported  from  this  lettlement  are  that  va¬ 
luable  article  gum  fenega,  hides,  bees-wax,  ele¬ 
phants  teeth,  cotton,  gold  dull,  negro  (laves, 
oftrich  feathers,  ambergris,  indigo  and  civet.  Hi¬ 
therto  we  had  been  obliged  to  buy  our  gum  fenega 
of  the  Dutch,  who  purchafed  it  of  the  French,  and 
then  let  what  price  they  pleafed  on  it  for  us.  After 
the  furrender  of  Senegal,  the  fleet  vifited  the  idand 


tance,  not  even  a  pilot.  Upon  which  it  began  to  be  contem¬ 
plated,  whether  the  defign  of  the  enterprise  lhould  not  belaid 
afide ;  but  bolder  councils  prevailed,  and  Senegal  was  taken. 
This  being  the  cafe ;  and  it  having  been  found,  that  Mr.  Cuin- 
ming  had  not  the  interell  he  pretended  ;  that  he  did  not  pro¬ 
cure  the  fupply,  without  which  he  had  urged  Senegal  could  not 
be  taken  ;  and  that  he  was  no  way  materially  initrumental  in 
the  making  of  this  acquisition  ;  will  not  any  candid  man  fay, 
that  Mr.  Pitt  inftantly  became  difeharged  from  the  ties  of  any 
promife  of  giving  his  ajfijlance  towards  obtaining  an  exciuiive 
trade?  yet  fuch  was  Mr.  Pitt’s  high  confideration  of  honour, 
and  opinion  of  fome  merit  in  Mr.  Gumming,  that  he  obtained 
for  him  a  penfion  of  900I.  a  year  on  the  Irilh  ellablilhment,  as 
a  reward  for  his  fagacity  and  zeal  in  pointing  out  the  objed, 
forming  the  plan,  and  attending  on  the  execution. 

of 
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oi  Goree,  another  French  fettlement  on  the  coaft 
ot  Africa  ;  but  found  it  too  ftrong  to  be  attempted 
by  tneir  fmall  force.  The  miniftry  finding  the 
iucceis  of  the  firft  enterprize,  difpatched  commo- 
aore  Keppel  with  a  imall  fquadron,  and  fome  land 
forces  commanded  by  colonel  Worge,  to  attack 
the  ifland  of  Goree.  The  commodore  arrived 
Ijciore  it  on  the  29th  of  December,  and  havino- 
■anged  his  fleet  oppofite  the  forts,  began  a  fu° 
ious cannonade,  which  in  a  little  time  drove  the 
darrifon  from  their  quarters,  and  necefiitated  the 
governor  to  furrender  at  difcretion.  A  garrifon 
byU.g  put  in  the  foit,  and  that  at  Senegal  being 
reinforced,  the  commodore  returned  to  England^ 
where  likewife  had  arrived  admiral  Ofborn  from 
the  Mediterianean  ;  aho  admiral  Bolcawen  from 
America-,  and  general  Abercrombie  from  the  fame 
pLice,  whole  condudt,  like  that  of  his  predecefiors, 
bad  fallen  under  difapprobationi  he  was  fucceeded 
in  his  command  by  general  Amherft. 

vVhen  Mr.  Pitt  came  into  the  adminiftration, 
he  difpatched  commodore  Steevens,  with  a  fqua¬ 
dron  and  fome  troops,  to  reinforce  his  majefty’s 
fleet  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  which  might  aft  there 
in  the  moft  timely  and  effectual  manner.  Admiral 
Wation  and  colonel  Ciive  having  gained  many  ad¬ 
vantages  over  the  enemy,  it  was  not  only  Mr. 
Pitt’s  immediate  aim  to  purfue  thofe  advantages, 
while  the  heat  and  third  of  conqueft  prevailed  | 
but  likewife  to  prevent  the  French  deriving  any 
material  fervices  in  any  part  of  India  from  a  fleet, 
which  they  at  the  fame  time  fent,  commanded  by  M. 
d’Ache,  and  8000  troops,  v,  hich  were  put  on  board, 
and  commanded  by  general  I, ally.  Commodore 
Steevens  joined  admiral  Pococke,  who  had  fucceed¬ 
ed  to  the  chief  command  on  the  death  of  admiral 
Watfon.  M.  d’Ache  arrived  at  Pondicherry,  where 
general  Lally  with  the  troops  were  landed.  The 
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fcene  of  aflion  was  now  to  begin.  M.  Lally  had 
boafted  before  he  left  Europe,  that  he  would 
drive  the  Englifh  totally  off  the  coafl  of  Coro¬ 
mandel.  He  was  warm  and  fool-hardy;  and 

being  full  of  the  idea  when  he  took  the  field, 

he  vaunted  of  the  great  a<5ts  he  would  perform’ 

and  the  cruelties  he  refolved  to  inflidt  on  the 


Englifh  ;  but,  like  a  true  barbarian  whole  paf- 
fion  exceeds  his  reafon,  or  one  bereft  of  pru- 
oence,  he  precipitately  entered  the  campaign 
before  he  had  provided  the  means  of  fupport 
for  his  army,  which  had  been  confiderably  aug¬ 
mented  by  feveral  reinforcements.  He  marched 
diredtly  againft  fort  St.  David,  while  the  French 
fleet  failed  away  to  cover  the  fiege.  Admi¬ 
ral  Pococke  having  intelligence  of  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings,  failed  likewife  to  fort  St.  David,  and 
engaged  the  French  fleet,  which  being  fuperior1 
in  number,  and  three  of  the  Britifli  captains  be¬ 
having  in  a  cowardly  manner,  he  gained  no  mate¬ 
rial  advantage,  though  he  continued  the  fight  with 
great  inequality  till  night,  when  the  two  fleets  fe- 
perated :  the  French  returned  to  Pondicherry,  and 
the  Englifh  to  Madrafs  ;  both  to  repair  their  da¬ 
mages.  Both  fquadrons  having  quitted  the  ftation 
off  fort  St.  David,  Lally  pufhed  the  fiege  of  that 
place  with  vigour ;  which  being  in  want  of  water 
and  ammunition,  major  Polier,  who  commanded 
the  troops,  furrendered  in  twelve  days  (June  2, 
I75^0  f  he  conqueror  blew  up  the  fortifications, 
and  reduced  the  place  to  a  heap  of  rubbifh ;  and  be- 
fides  plundering  the  inhabitants,  as  well  of  fort  St. 
David  as  of  all  the  villas  round  about,  he  wantonly 
fet  fire  to  their  habitations,  and  endeavoured  to  de¬ 
ft’’0)''  the  face  of  the  whole  country.  But  the  ill  liar 
of  France,  which  in  no  place  let  well  on  their  affairs, 
began  now  to  influence  them  here.  Lally  found, 
that  by  making  a  uefart  of  the  country  he  was  un¬ 
able 
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able  to  fubfift  his  army  ;  and,  to  his  misfortune, 
the  finances  of  France  were  fo  extremely  low,  by 
the  large  iubfidies  which  the  French  were  obliged 
to  pay  leveral  of  the  European  powers,  to  form 
and  preferve  the  continental  fyftem  of  Europe  a- 
gainft  Pruffia  and  Hanover,  that  their  miniftry 
could  not  afford  to  fend  him  any  money  •,  lo  that 
now  he  could  neither  buy  nor  plunder.  In  this  di¬ 
lemma  he  refolvtd  to  extort  a  confiderable  fum 
from  the  king  of  Tanjore,  a  prince  of  the  country  ^ 
but  that  chief  refufing  to  comply  with  his  requeft, 
he  in  a  rage  marched  his  army  and  laid  fiege  to  his 
capital.  T  he  fkiil  and  courage  of  fome  Englifii 
engineers  bravely  defended  the  place:  in  a  Abort 
time  Lally’s  ammunition  began  to  run  low,  and  his 
provifions  were  entirely  exhaufted.  The  people  of 
the  country,  who  had  either  heard  of  or  fufferedby 
his  cruelties,  cut  off  all  the  fupplies  to  his  army  in 
return  lor  his  barbarities,  which  reduced  him  al- 
moft  to  a  ftate  of  famine.  At  length,  unable  to 
flay  any  longer,  he,  tortured  with  all  the  pangs  of 
chagrin  and  difappointment,  raifed  the  fiege  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation,  and  left  his  cannon  be¬ 
hind.  He  returned  to  Pondicherry,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  which  the  troops  were  refrefhed.  In 
the  month  of  October  he  marched  into  Arcot,  and 
began  to  make  preparations  for  the  fiege  of  Madrafs. 
Lally’s  army  at  this  time  was  fo  numerous,  that 
the  Fnglifh  forces  on  the  coaftof  Coromandel  were 
infufficient  to  oppoie  him  in  the  field.  Soon  after 
the  furrender  of  fort  St.  David,  admiral  Pococke 
again  failed  in  quell  of  the  French  fleet,  which  he 
found  off  Pondichery-,  but  they  no  iooner  faw  him 
than  they  put  to  fea  in  the  utmoft  hafte:  he  gave 
chace,  and  on  the  third  day  came  up  with  them  *, 
but  the  French  would  not  Hand  a  fair  engagement  *, 
thev  made  a  lort  of  running  fight  in  an  irregular 
line  till  night,  when,  under  favour  of  the  darknefs, 
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they  efcaped  back  to  Pondicherry.  However,  they 
were  fo  much  damaged  by  this  engagement,  that 
after  a  fhort  ftay  there,  d’Ache  was  obliged  to 
fail  to  the  ifland  of  Bourbon  to  refit,  leaving  the 
fovereignty  of  the  Indian  feas  to  admiral  Pococke 
and  commodore  Steevens,  whole  fleet  was  much 
inferior  to  his  in  number  offhips,  men,  and  weight 
of  metal.  When  Lally  formed  his  refolution  of 
laying  fiegeto  Madrafs,  he  lent  orders  to  Golconda 
for  M.  de  Bufiy  and  M.  Morcain  to  join  him  with 
part  of  their  forces,  and  leave  the  command  of  the 
remainder  at  MafiTulipatum  to  the  marquis  de  Con- 
flans* *.  Soon  after  M.  de  Bufiy  was  departed,  the 

country 


*  To  fhcw  the  dcfpair  and  the  diftreffed  condition  of  the 
French,  it  will  not  be  ami fs  to  infert  the  following  tranll  ition 
of  an  intercepted  letter,  going  from  Ponuicheiry  to  Maffuli- 
patam. 

4  You  defire  an  account  of  the  taking  cf  fort  St.  David’s. 
4  A  particular  detail  of  it  might  then  have  been  entertaining, 
4  but  at  prefent  it  is  too  old,  and  the  recital  which  you  mull 

*  have  heard  from  many  different  people,  would  now  be  irk- 
4  fome. 

4  Shall  I  mention  to  you  an  unfortunate  expedition  to  Tan- 
4  jore  ?  Bad  news  is  interciting,  but  painful  to  the  writer.  We 
‘  laid  fiege  to  Tanjore,  and  made  a  breach,  but  were  obliged 
4  to  retire  for  want  of  provifions  and  ammunition,  leaving  bc- 
4  hind  us  nine  pieces  of  cannon,  eight  uf  which  w ere  24 
4  pounders,  The  army  has  differed  greatly  from  hunger, 
4  third,  watching  and  fatigue  We  ha\eloft  near  200  men, 
4  as  well  by  defertion  as  by  death.  This  check  is  very  detri- 
4  mental  to  us,  as  well  with  regard  to  our  reputation  as  the 
4  real  lofs  we  differed.  A  id  to  this  the  departure  of  our  licet, 

4  which  failed  yefferday  to  the  illands  to  relit,  having  been 
4  roughly  handled  in  a  fecond  engagement  on  the  third  ofAu- 
4  guft,  in  which  we  loft  350  men 

4  4  Poor  French,  what  a  lituation  are  wc  in  !  uhat  projetts  we 

4  thought  ouriclvcs  capable  ol  executing,  and  how  greatly  arc 
4  we  difappointed  in  the  hopes  we  conceived  upon  taking  fort 
4  St  David’s.  1  pity  our  general:  he  muft  be  extremely  em- 
4  barraffed,  notwithftanding  his  exteniive  genius,  without  either 
4  money  or  fleet:  his  troops  were  difeontented j  his  reputation 

M  4  declining 
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country  powers  refolved  to  throw  off  the  French 
yoke;  and  entered  one  of  the  towns  which  the 
French  poffeffed,  and  tore  down  the  colours.  Up¬ 
on  which  Conflans  refolved  to  check  their  infolence, 
and  marched  his  forces  againft  them.  In  this  dif- 
trefs  the  chief  applied  to  colonel  Clive  at  Calcutta 
for  affiftance  ;  who,  al  ter  deliberating  on  the  nature 
and  confequence  of  the  enterprize,  detached  co¬ 
lonel  Forde  with  a  body  of  Europeans.  This  of¬ 
ficer  attacked  M.  de  Conflans  in  the  month  of  De¬ 
cember,  and  gained  a  complete  victory  over  him. 
Maflulipatam  fell  in  confequence  :  the  Englifh  gain¬ 
ed  poffeflion  of  an  extenlive  fea  coaft,  and  other 
confiderable  advantages,  befides  being  paid  for 
their  affiftance;  and  likewife  concluded  a  treaty 


with  another  chief,  in  which  it  was  enafted,  that 
the  French  ihould  be  totally  extirpated  the  country. 

Such  was  the  glorious  1758;  an  sera,  that  is  re- 
fplendent  in  our  annals  with  the  moft  glorious  and 
unparallelled  conquefts  ;  which  will  be  ever  memo¬ 
rable  of  the  Britifh  power  exerted  by  a  bold  mini- 
fter  and  a  brave  people,  by  whom  Britain  faw  her- 
felf  placed  on  a  pinnacle  of  glory,  higher  than  it 
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declining ;  and  the  bad  feafon  approaching,  which  will  ob¬ 
lige  us  to  fubfift  at  our  own  expence,  being  unable  to  form 
any  enterprize  for  procuring  us  other  funds  What  will  be¬ 
come  of  us  ?  I  am  not  apprehenfive  for  myfelf,  but  I  am 
forry  to  fee  we  do  not  fhine. 

,  They  fay  M.  BufTy  is  coming  :  let  him  make  ha  lie  ;  let 
aim  brin^  men,  and  efpecially  money,  without  which  he  will 
anly  increafe  our  mifery.  '1  he  country  being  ruined,  fcarce 
affords  us  any  provisions.  The  quantities  confumed  by  the 
fleet  and  army,  and  the  defertion  of  the  inhabitants,  has 
3-reatly  raifed  the  price  of  all  forts  of  commodities. 

‘  i  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  above  twenty  officers  of  different 
corps  have  gone  on  board  the  fleet ;  ano  that  ji  hs*  k.d  1)  had 
given  permiliion  to  depart  to  whoever  delired  it,  the  greateil 
part  of  them  would  have  embarked,  fo  greatly  are  thole  gen- 
Lit  men  difgufled  with  the  fervice. 
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was  once  thought  fhe  could  poffible  arrive  at,  and 
lurrounded  by  unanimity,  confidence  and  zeal*. 

Cn  the  23d  of  November  the  parliament  met. 
As  no  change  of  meafures  feemed  likely  to  happen, 
the  fate  of  the  campaign  not  having  difpofed  any  of 
the  bellrgerants  to  pacific  fentiments,  it  was  appa¬ 
rent,  that  the  only  way  to  procure  a  lading  peace 
was  to  continue  the  war  with  the  fame  vigour*,  up¬ 
on  which  the  commons,  with  the  greateft  cheartul- 
nefs  and  unanimity,  voted  the  fupplies,  which  a 
mounted  to  12,761,310].  It  is  an  illuftrious  and 
everlafting  monument  to  the  minifter’s  honour,  that 
this  fum,  which  exceeded  any  that  had  ever  been 
granted  in  that  houfe  before,  was  given  with  plea- 
fure  and  harmony:  fuch  was  the  unparallelled  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  reprefentativesand  of  the  whole  people 
in  me  man,  whofe  integrity  and  zeal  for  his  counr 
try’s  welfare  they  did  not  doubt  *,  and  of  whofe 
fpiritand  abilities  for  humbling  the  enemy  they  had 
already  feen  fuch  examples,  that  they  could  not 


*  The  Dutch  having  for  fome  time  carried  on  an  illicit  trad 
for  the  French  under  colour  of  their  own  neutrality,  fevcral  of 
their  flips  were  this  year  taken  bv  the  Engl i fh  cruziers  and  pri¬ 
vateers  ;  they  then  had  recourfc  to  falfe  bills  of  lading,  and 
other  arts,  to  prevent  future  difeoveries ;  but  their  flips  were 
fill  taken,  and,  alter  proper  examinations,  condemned  in  great 
numbers  in  both  America  and  Europe.  The  Dutch  thus,  in  a 
great  meafure,  deprived  of  the  advantages  they  hoped  to  derive 
from  this  fyand  illegal  method  of  carrying  on  the  french  trade, 
railed  loud  clameurs  a ;  1  over  Holland  againlt  the  rigour  of  the 
Englifi  minifry,  who  warmly  expefuiated  with  the  Dutch  de¬ 
puties  on  the  lubjedb  The  Hollanders  finding  that  the  court  of 
Cdreat  Britain  was  not  to  be  intimidated  ;  that  no  remonf  ranees 
could  regain  their  contraband  commodities ;  that  there  was  a 
fpirit  in  the  principal  fervant  of  the  crown,  which  they  per¬ 
ceived  it  would  be  dangerous  to  provoke  too  far;  and  that  the 
power  of  Great  Britain,  under  his  direction,  u'as  become  fo  ref- 
pectable,  Uiey  could  have  no  hopes  to  cope  with  it ;  at  length 
gave  up  the  point,  and  fet  down  with  their  lofes  ;  and  though 
they  afterwards  continued  to  carry  lor  the  French,  yet  they  did 
it  but  fparingly. 

but 
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but  rely  on  his  known  honeftyand  watchful  eye  to 
the  Eritifh  power  and  interefl.  This  was  not  the 
conduit  of  fait  ion  ;  it  was  that  of  the  whole  people, 
who  were  rouzed  by  his  intrepidity  and  vigilance 
to  revenge  their  wrongs  on  a  perfidious  enemy.  After 
taking  notice  of  this  harmony,  fo  advantageous  to  the 
nation,  it  whl  naturally  follow,  that  we  fhould  like- 
wife  take  notice  of  the  thanks  of  the  commons  tothofe 
brave  commanders,  who  fo  boldly  and  happily 
achieved  futh  laurels,  as  will  for  ever  fhine  in  the 
annals  of  Britain.  Thefpeech  of  the  then  fpeaker, 
the  right  Hon.  Arthur  Onflow,  to  the  late  admi¬ 
ral  Bofcawen,  a  member  of  the  houfe,  is  worthy  of 
being  engraved  in  letters  of  gold;  it  is  llrongly 
characteriilic  of  the  fpeaker’s  noble  fpirit  and  (tile  ; 
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vnoever  had  the  honour  of  knowing  him  in 
that  houfe,  muft  conceive  a  real  pleafure  in  fancy¬ 
ing  how  he  fpoke  it,  with  that  becoming  air  of 
awful  dignity,  fo  fuitable,  and  which  he  foilluftri- 
oufly  added  to  his  ftation.  He  addrefled  himfelf  to 
admiral  Bofcawen,  and  gave  him  the  thanks  or  the 
houfe,  as  he  flood  in  his  place,  in  thefe  words. 

4  Admiral  Bofcawen  ! 

6  The  houfe  have  unanimoufly  refolved,  that 
c  their  thanks  fhould  be  given  to  you  for  the  fer- 
4  vices  you  have  done  to  your  king  and  country 
4  in  North  America;  and  it  is  my  duty  to  convey 
c  their  thanks  to  you.  I  wifh  1  could  do  it  in  a 
4  manner  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  and  as  they  ought 
4  to  be  given  to  you,  now  {landing  in  your  place,  as 
4  a  member  of  this  houfe.  But  were  I  able  to  enu- 
c  merate  and  fet  forth,  in  the  beft  manner,  the 
4  great  and  extenfive  advantages  accruing  to  this 
4  nation  from  the  conqueil  of  Houifbourg,  with 
c  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John,  I  could 
c  only  exibit  a  repetition  of  what  has  already  been, 
4  and  is,  the  genuine  and  uniform  fenfe  and 
c  language  of  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  Their 
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*  joy  too  has  been  equal  to  their  fentiments 
c  upon  this  interefting  event :  and  in  their  ien- 
c  timents  and  joy  they  have  carried  their  grati- 
c  tude  alfo  to  you,  Sir,  as  a  principal  inftru- 
4  ment  in  thefe  molt  important  acquisitions.  You 
c  are  now  therefore  receiving  the  acknowledgments 
4  of  the  people,  only  in  a  more  folemn  way — by 
4  the  voice,  the  general  voice,  of  their  reprefenta- 
4  tives  in  parliament — The  moft  honourable  fame 
4  that  any  man  can  arrive  at,  in  this,  or  any  other 
4  country.  It  is,  on  thefe  occafions,  a  national 
4  honour,  from  a  free  people  *,  ever  cautioudy  to  be 
4  conferred,  in  order  to  be  the  more  efteemed — to 
4  be  the  greater  reward ;  and  which  ought  to  be 
4  referved  for  the  moft  fignal  fervices  to  the  ftate, 

4  and  the  moft  approved  merit  in  them  ;  fuch  as 
4  this  houie  has  ulually,  and  very  lately,  made 
4  their  objefts  of  public  thanks.  The  ufe,  I  am 
4  perfuaded,  you  will  make  of  this  juft  teftimony, 

4  and  high  rewards  of  your  fervices  and  merit,  will 
4  be  the  preferving  in  your  own  mind  a  lading 
4  imprefhon  of  what  the  commons  of  Great  Bri- 
4  tain  are  now  tendering  to  you,  and  in  a  conftant 
4  continuance  of  the  zeal  and  ardour  for  the  glory 
4  of  your  king  and  country,  which  have  made  you 
4  to  deferve  it.  In  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
4  the  houfe  I  do,  with  great  pleafure  to  myfelf, 

4  give  you  the  thanks  of  the  houfe,  for  the  fer- 
4  vices  you  have  done  to  your  king  and  country 
4  in  North  America/ 

To  which  admiral  Bofcawcn  anfwered. 

4  Mr.  Speaker, 

4  I  am  happy  in  having  been  able  to  do  my 
4  duty:  but  have  not  words  to  exprefs  my  fenfe 
4  of  the  diftinguifhing  reward  that  has  been  con- 
4  ferred  upon  me  by  this  houfe*,  nor  can  I  enough 
4  thank  you,  Sir,  for  the  polite  and  elegant  man- 

4  ner 
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iKi  in  which  you  have  Been  plealed  to  convey 
to  nie  the  refolution  of  the  houfe.’ 

I  hen  tne  ipeaker  acquainted  the  houfe,  that,  in 
obedience  to  their  commands,  he  had  fignified  to 

ad  mil  ai  Oioom  their  thanks,  and  had  receivred  the 
following  anfwer : 

c  Sir,  I  want  words  to  exprefs  my  fenfe  of  the 
‘  honour  the  houfe  of  commons  has  been  pleafcd 
to  confer  upon  me,  and  only  hope  that  you,  Sir, 
4  will  be  as  gracious  to  me' in  reprefenting  my 
gratitude  to  that  auguft  afiembly,  as  you  have 
been  in  acquainting  me  with  their  favourable  ac¬ 
ceptance  cl  my  fervices.  I  have  done  no  more 
c  than  my  duty.  I  have  only  been  the  humble, 
though  happy,  inftrument  of  executing  the  wife 
c  meafures  directed  by  his  majefty.  I  have  no 
c  title,  Sir,  to  any  glory,  but  what  is  common  to 
e  me  as  a  feaman,  and  as  an  Englilhman  zealous 
for  the  fervice  of  my  country,  which  is  pleafed 
4  to  reward  me  with  this  inftance  of  their  appro- 
4  bation.  From  the  fituation  of  my  health.  Sir, 
4  I  can  flatter  myfelf  with  having  but  few  oppor- 
4  tunities  of  employing  the  remainder  of  my  life, 
4  in  grateful  exertion  of  my  abilities  for  the  honour 
4  andintereftof  my  country.  But  as  the  houfe  of  com- 
4  mons  is  lo  glonoufly  watchful  to  encourage  the 
4  greateft  merit,  by  rewarding  the  lead,  England  can 
4  never  want  good  officers  *,  and  however  I  am  ho- 
4  nourea  by  this  diftindtion,  may  my  fervices  be  the 
*  nioft  inconiiderable,  that  fhall  be  thus  acknow- 
4  leged.  I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpedt, 

4  S  I  R, 


4  Your  moft  obedient,  and 
Dec.  8  4  Moft  humble  fervant, 

1 758.  4  HENRY  OSBORN.’ 

No  other  material  bufinefs  happened  during  the 
feffion,  which  was  doled  on  the  2d  of  June,  iysg. 
~Thefe  were  times  of  glory  and  a  true  fpirit  of 
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patriotifm ;  fuch  as  no  Englifhman  can  reflebt  upon 
without  glowing  with  emulation  ;  fuch  as  Britain 
never  before  beheld,  and  perhaps  will  never  again 
lee. 

As  the  enemy’s  power  in  America  had  received  a 
confiderable  blow  by  the  reduction  of  Louilbourg, 
great  expebtations  were  formed  from  a  continuance 
of  the  war  in  that  quarter.  An  expedition  was 
planned  againft  the  capital  of  Canada,  and  the 
command  of  the  land  forces  was  given  to  an  Eng- 
lifhman,  whole  genius  was  modelled  by  nature  for 
ardour  and  cnterprize;  whofe  active  fpirit  and 
enterprizing  foul  promifed  advantage  to  the  public. 
The  late  fuccefs  in  America  had  been  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  well  timing  ot  the  operations, 
in  being  early  in  making  attempts  on  the  enemy 
before  they  could  poffibly  receive  any  afliftance 
from  Europe.  The  fame  lteps  were  again  purfued. 
In  the  month  of  February  a  fleet  was  difpatched 
from  England  commanded  by  the  Admirals  Saun¬ 
ders  and  Holmes.  It  was  concerted,  that  while 
this  fleet,  with  a  number  of  troops  on  board,  com¬ 
manded  by  general  Wolfe,  who  was  appointed  to 
that  eminence  by  the  minilder,  fhould  proceed  up 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  general  Amherft,  with 
anotherconfiderable  body,  fhould  proceed  over  land, 
in  America,  and  join  general  Wolfe,  in  order  to 
jointly  attack  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada;  and 
that  while  thefe  operations  were  performing,  a 
third  body  of  troops,  commanded  by  the  generals 
Prideaux  and  Johnlon,  fhould  advance  by  Niagara 
to  Montreal,  the  fecond  principal  place  in  Canada. 
Such  was  the  plan  for  reducing  that  great  province. 
The  fleet  arrived  at  Halifax,  where  having  taken 
on  board  the  troops,  in  number  about  8000,  defti- 
ned  for  the  expedition,  failed  up  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  and  in  the  month  ot  June  general  Wolfe 
landed  011  the  ifle  of  Orleans  ( not  fo  high  up  as 

Quebec) 
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Quebec)  of  which  he  took  pofleffion,  and  alfo  of 
a  point  of  the  continent,  which  lay  oppofite,  call¬ 
ed  Point  Levi.  Quebec  at  this  time  was  tolerably 
well  fortified,  the  garrifon  reinforced,  and  the 
town  covered  by  an  army  of  10,000  men,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  marquis  de  Montcalm.  As  the 
defence  of  Quebec  was  thus  fo  well  provided  for, 
the  general  did  not  hope  to  reduce  it,  therefore  lie 
refolved  to  attack  (ome  intrenchments  which  the 
enemy  had  thrown  up  at  Montmorenci.  For  this 
purpofe  the  grenadiers  were  landed  on  the  beach, 
with  orders  to  form  upon  it,  and  wait  till  they  were 
reinforced;  but  inch  was  their  ardour,  that  as  foon 
as  they  were  landed  they,  unfupported,  rufhed  on  the 
enemy,  who  being  greatly  fuperior  they  were  re- 
pulfed  and  thrown  into  diforder.*  The  lols  was 

confiderable ; 


*  In  this  attack  captain  Otcherlony  and  lieutenant  Peyton, 
(both  of  general  Monckton’s  regiment)  were  wounded,  and 
fell  before  the  enemy’s  break -work -—The  former,  mortally, 
being  fhot  through  .he  body;  the  latter  was  wounded  only  in  his 
knee — Two  favages  pufhed  down  upon  them  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation,  armed  with  their  diabolical  knives.  The  firlt 
leized  on  captain  Otcherlony,  when  Mr.  Peyton,  who  lay 
reclining  on  his  fufee,  difeharged  it,  and  the  favage  dropt  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  body  of  his  intended  prey.  The  other  lavage 
advanced  with  much  eagernefs  to  Mr.  Peyton,  who  had  no 
more  than  time  to  difengage  his  bayonet,  and  conceal  its 
difpofition.  With  one  arm  he  warded  off  the  purpofed  blow, 
and  with  the  other  dun?-  him  to  the  heart:  neverthelefs,  the 
favage,  though  fallen,  renewed  his  attempts,  infomuch  that 
Mr.  Peyton  was  obliged  to  repeat  his  blows,  and  dab  him 
through  and  through  the  body.  A  draggling  grenadier,  who 
had  happily  efcaped  the  daughter  of  his  companions,  Humbled 
upon  captain  Otcherlony,  and  readily  offered  him  his  fervices. 
The  captain,  with  the  fpirit  a  d  bravery  of  a  Briton,  replied, 

‘  Friend,  I  thank  you  ! — but  with  refpeft  to  me,  the  muiquet, 

•  or  fealping  knife,  will  be  only  a  more  ipeedy  deliverance 

*  from  pain.  I  have  but  a  few  minutes  to  live.  Go — make 
<  haile- — and  tender  your  fervice,  where  there  is  a  poffibility  it 
«  may  be  uleful.’  At  the  fame  time  he  pointed  to  Mr.  Peyton, 

who 
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considerable  •  but  to  prevent  its  being  greater,  the 
general  ordered  them  to  retreat.  This  mifcarriage 
was  a  very  difcouraging  circumftance.  There  ap¬ 
peared  on  every  fide  luch  a  number  of  difficulties 
to  be  furmounted,  that  the  general's  only  hope 
feemed  to  be  in  the  fuccefs  of  this  attempt.  The 
failure  made  a  great  impreffion  on  his  mind.  His  ag¬ 
gravation  threw  him  into  a  dangerous  illnefs ;  his 
mind  was  too  great  to  brook  with  any  misfortune 
that  might  expofe  him  to  reproach  or  cenfure. 
In  the  tranfports  ot  his  chagrin  and  affliction  he  was 
heard  to  fay,  he  would  never  return  unlefs  he  was 
victorious.  The  hope,  however,  of  (till  being 
able,  through  fome  refource,  to  execute  his  orders 
revived  his  lpirits,  and  he  began  to  recover  j  upon 
which  he  tranfmitted  an  account  of  his  operations 
to  the  minifter*.  Then  he  ordered  fome  of  the 

N  fhips 


who  was  then  endeavouring  to  crawl  away  on  the  fano.  The 
grenadier  took  Mr.  Peyton  on  his  back,  and  conveyed  him  to 
the  boat  through  a  lcvere  fire,  in  which  Mr.  Peyton  was  wounded 
in  the  back,  and  his  refeuer  near  the  fhoulder. 

*  His  account  of  them,  is  his  belt  culogiutr.  ;  the  reader, 
therefore,  will  pardon  us,  if  we  infert  his  long  letter  ;  the  more 
elpccially  as  it  is  the  dronged  pidurc  that  can  be  drawn  of  the 
difficulties,  which  oppofed  themfelves  to  the  Bri tilli  arms ;  as 
well  as  of  the  activity  and  patience  of  the  gcncial  who  fuf- 
mounted  them.  It  is  no  lefs  valuable,  as  one  of  the  cleared  and 
mod  elegant  accounts  of  a  feries  of  military  operations,  which 
has,  perhaps,  ever  been  publifhed. 

‘  Head-quarters  at  Mentmorenci *  in  the  River  St,  Laurence , 

Sept .  2,  1759. 

‘SIR, 

*  I  wifh  I  could,  upon  this  occafion,  have  the  honour  cf 
1  tranfmitting  to  you  a  more  favourable  account  of  the  progress 
‘  of  his  majedy’s  arms ;  but  the  obdacles  we  have  met  with  in 
1  the  operations  ot  the  campaign,  are  much  greater  than  we 
‘  had  reafon  to  expert,  or  could  forefee  ;  not  fo  much  from  the 
1  number  of  the  enemy  (tho’  luperior  to  us)  as  from  the  na- 

‘  tuial 
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jhips  up  the  river,  being  determined  to  make  hk 
efforts  on  that  fide  the  town :  Admiral  Holmes, 

who 


taral  ftrength  of  the  country,  which  the  marquis  de  Montcalm 

*  teems  wifely  to  depend  upon. 

hen  I  learned  that  fuccours  of  all  kinds  had  been  thrown 
into  Quebec ;  mat  live  battalions  of  regular  troops,  com- 
pleateu  irom  the  bell  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  fome 
of  the  troops  of  the  colony,  and  every  Canadian  that  was  able 
to  beai  prms,  belides  feveral  nations  of  lavages,  had  taken 
the  held  in  a  very  advantageous  fituation,  I  could  not  flatter 

*  myfelf  that  I  fhould  be  able  to  reduce  the  place.  1  fought, 

*  however,  an  occafioir  To  .attack  their  army,  knowing  well 
that  with  thefe  troops  I  was  able  to  fight,  and  hoping^that  a 

*  viflory  might  difperfe  them. 

4  We  found  them  encamped  along  the  fhore  of  Beaufort, 
4  from  the  river  St.  Charles  to  the  fall  of  Montmorenci,  and 
4  intrenched  in  every  acceflible  part.  On  the  27th  of  June  we 

*  landed  upon  the  ifle  of  Orleans ;  but  receiving  a  meftage  from 
4  the  admiral,  that  there  was  reafon  to  think  the  enemy  had  ar- 
4  tillery,  and  a  force  upon  the  point  of  the  Levi,  I  detached 

*  brigadier  Monckton  with  four  battalions  to  drive  them  from 

*  thence.  Re  paffed  the  river  the  29th  at  night,  and  marched 
4  the  next  day  to  the  point ;  he  obliged  the  enemy's  irregulars 
4  to  retire,  and  pofTefted  himfelf  of  that  poll:  the  advanced 

*  parties  upon  this  occafion  had  two  or  three  fkirmifhes  with 
4  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  with  little  Jofs  on  either  fide. 

4  Colonel  Carleton  marched  with  a  detachment  to  the  wetter* 

*  molt  point  of  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  from  whence  our  opera- 
4  lions  were  likely  to  begin. 

4  It  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  pofiefs  thefe  two  points,  and 
4  fortify  them ;  becaufe  from  either  the  one  or  the  other,  the 
4  enemy  might  make  it  impoflible  for  any  fliip  to  lie  in  the  ba- 
4  fon  of  Quebec,  or  even  within  two  miles  of  it. 

4  Batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  were  ere  fled  with  great 
4  difpatch  on  the  point  of  Levi,  to  bombard  the  town  and 
4  magazines,  and  to  injure  the  works  and  batteries:  the  enemy 

*  perceiving  thefe  works  in  fome  forwardnefs,  patted  the  river 
4  with  1 600  men  to  attack  and  deftroy  them.  Unluckily  they 
4  fell  into  confufion,  fired  upon  one  another,  and  went  back 
4  again  ;  by  which  we  loft  an  opportunity  of  defeating  this 
4  large  detachment.  The  efteft  of  this  artillery  has  been  fa 
4  great  (tho’  acrofs  the  river)  that  the  upper  town  is  confiderably 
4  damaged,  and  the  lower  town  entirely  deftroyed. 


4  The 
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who  commanded  thefefhips,  on  board  of  which  was 
general  Wolfe  with  about  5000  troops,  was  ordered 

N  2  to 


‘  The  works,  for  the  fecurity  of  our  hofpitals  and  (lores  on 
1  the  id e  of  Orleans,  being  finifhed,  on  the  9th  of  July,  at 

*  night,  we  palfed  the  North  Channel,  and  encamped  near  the 
‘  enemy’s  lett,  the  river  Montmorenci  between  us.  The  next 

*  morning  captain  Danks’s  company  of  rangers,  pofted  in  a 

*  wood  to  cover  fome  workmen,  were  attacked  and  defeated  by 

<  a  body  of  Indians,  and  had  fo  many  killed  and  wounded,  as 

*  to  be  almoft  disabled  for  the  red  of  the  campaign  :  the  enemy 

*  alfo  fuffered  in  this  affair,  and  were  in  their  turn  driven  off 
‘  from  the  neareil  troops. 

‘  The  ground,  to  the  eaftward  of  the  falls,  feemed  to  be  (as 
‘  it  really  is)  higher  than  that  on  the  enemy's  fide,  and  to 
‘  command  it  in  a  manner  which  might  be  made  ufeful  to  us. 

O 

*  There  is  befides  a  ford  below  the  falls,  which  may  be  padld 
4  for  fome  hours  in  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  and  beginning 
‘  of  the  flood  tide  ;  and  I  had  hopes,  that  poifible  means  might 
‘  be  fo1  ad  of  paffing  the  river  above,  fo  as  to  fight  the  mar- 
‘  quis  de  Montcalm  upon  terms  of  lefs  dil'advantage  than  di* 

‘  really  attacking  his  intrenchment.  In  reconnoitering  the 

*  river  Montmorenci,  we  found  it  fordable  at  a  place  about 

<  three  miles  up ;  but  the  oppefite  bank  was  intrenched,  and 
e  fo  deep  and  woody,  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  attempt  a 

*  paffage  there.  The  efcort  was  twice  attacked  by  the  Indians, 

4  who  were  as  often  repulfed  ;  but  in  thefe  rencounters  we  had 

*  forty  (officers  and  men)  killed  and  wounded. 

‘  The  1 8th  of  July,  two  men  of  war,  two  armed  (loops, 
c  and  two  tranfports  with  fome  troops  on  board,  paffied  by  the 

*  town  without  any  lofs,  and  got  into  the  upper  river.  T  his 
c  enabled  me  to  reconnoitre  the  country  above,  where  I  found 
‘  the  fame  attention  on  the  enemy’s  fide,  and  great  difficulties 
‘  on  ours,  arifing  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  ob- 

dacles  to  our  communication  with  the  fleet.  But  what  I 
‘  feared  mod  was,  that  if  we  fhould  land  between  the  town 
and  the  river  Cap  Rouge,  the  body  frit  landed  could  not  be 
c  reinforced  before  they  were  attacked  by  the  enemy’s  whole 
‘  army. 

‘  Notvvithdanding  thefe  difficulties,  I  thought  once  of  at- 
•c  tempting  it  at  St.  Michael’s,  about  three  miles  above  the 
c  town  :  but  perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  jealous  of  the 

*  defign,  were  preparing  againft  it,  and  had  actually  brought 

*  artillery  and  a  mortar  (which,  being  fo  near  to  Quebec,  they 

*  could  increafe  as  they  pleafed)  to  play  upon  the  (hipping  : 
c  And,  as  it  mud  have  been  many  hours  before  we  could  at- 
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to  go  further  up  than  the  place  he  intended  to  land 
at,  in  order  to  draw  the  enerpy’s  attention  that 

i  *  way ; 


taclc  them  (even  fuppofing  a  favourable  night  for  the  boats 
iO  pais  by  the  town  unhurt)  it  feemed  fo  hazardous,  that  I 
‘  thought  it  bed  to  defift. 

o 

However ,  to  divide  the  enemy’s  force,  and  to  draw  their 
1  attention  as  hign  up  the  river  as  pofiibie,  and  to  procure  fome 
intelligence,  I  lent  a  detachment,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Carleton,  to  land  at  the  Point  de  Frempe,  to  attach 
6  whatever  he  might  find  there,  bring  off  fome  prifoners,  and 
all  the  ufeful  papers  be  could  get.  I  /had  been  informed  that 
‘  a  number  of  the  i n hr: b  tints  of  Quebec  had  re  ared  to  that 
*■  place,  and  that  probably  we  ihould  find  a  magazine  of  pro- 
4i  Villons  there. 

*  -1  he  colonel  was  fired  upon  bv  a  body  of  Indians  the  mo- 
€  pent  they  landed,  but  they  were  foon  difperfed  and  driven 
4  into  the  woods  :  he  fearched  for  magazines,  but  to  no  pur- 

*  pofe,  brought  off  fome  prifoners,  and  returned  with  little  lofs. 

£  After  this  bulinels,  I  came  back  10  Montrnorenci,  where  I 
4  found  that  brigadier  Townihend  had,  by  a  fuperior  fire,  pre- 

*  vented  the  French  from  ere  ding  a  battery  on  the  bank  of 
(  the  river,  from  whence  they  intended  to  cannonade  our 

*  camp.  I  now  refolved  to  take  the  fir  ft  opportunity  which 
‘  prefented  itfelf,  of  attacking  the  enemy,  though  polled  to 
4  great  advantage,  and  every  where  prepared  to  receive  us. 

<  As  the  man  of  war  cannot  (for  want  of  fufficient  depth 
‘  of  water,  come  near  enough  to  the  enemy’s  intrenchments, 

4  to  annoy  them  in  the  lead,  the  admiral  had  prepared  two 
4  tranfports  (drawing  but  little  water)  which  upon  occafion 
4  could  be  run  a  ground,  to  favour  a  defeent.  With  the  help 
4  of  thefe  veffels,  which  I  underltood  would  be  carried  by  the 
4  tide  clofe  in  fhore,  1  propofed  to  make  myfelf  mailer  of  a 
4  detached  redoubt  near  to  the  water’s  edge,  and  whole  litua- 
4  tion  appeared  to  be  out  of  mufipuet  Ih  ,t  of  the  intrenchment 
4  upon  the  hill :  if  t’ue  enemy  lupported  this  detached  piece, 
4  it  would  ncceliarily  bring  on  an  engagement,  what  we  mod 
4  wished  for:  and  it  not,  i  Ihould  have  it  in  my  power  to  ex- 
4  amine  their  fituation,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  determine  where  we 
4  could  bed  attack  them. 

4  Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  an  engagement. 
4  The  3  i  id  of  July  in  the  forenoon,  the  boats  of  the  fleet  were 
4  filled  with  grenadiers,  and  a  pait  ot  brigadier  Monckton’s 
4  brigade  from  the  point  of  Levi:  the  two  brigades  under  the 

*  brigadiers  Townihend  and  Murray,  were  ordered  to  be  in 

4  readinefs 
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way;  and  fo  far  it  anfwered,  that  Montcalm  fent 
1500  men  to  watch  this  fleet :  while  admiral  Saun¬ 
ders 


t  readiaefs  to  pafs  the  Ford,  when  it  lfiould  be  thought  ne- 
•*  ceffary.  To  facilitate  the  paffage  of  this  corps,  the  admiral 
4  had  placed  the  Centurion  in  the  channel,  fo  that  the  might 
4  check  the  fire  of  the  lower  battery  which  commanded  the 
4  Ford  :  this  fhip  was  of  great  ule,  as  her  fire  was  very  judici- 

*  oully  directed.  A  great  quantity  of  artillery  was  placed  upon 
4  the  eminence,  fo  as  as  to  batter  and  infilaae  the  left  of  their 
4  intrenchments. 

4  From  the  vefiel  which  run  a-ground,  nearefl:  in,  I  ob- 
4  ferved  that  the  redoubt  was  too  much  commanded  to  be  kept 
4  without  very  great  lois ;  and  the  more,  as  the  two  armed 
4  Ihips  could  not  be  brought  near  enough  to  cover  both  with 
4  their  artillery  and  mufquetry,  which  1  at  firlt  conceived  they 
4  might.  But  as  the  enemy  leemed  in  fome  confufion,  and  we 
4  were  prepared  for  an  action,  J  thought  it  a  proper  time  to 
4  make  an  attempt  upon  their  intrenchment.  Orders  were  fent 
4  to  the  brigadiers  general  to  be  ready  with  the  corps  under 

*  their  command.  Brigadier  Monckton  to  land,  and  the  bri- 
‘  gadiers  1  ownfhend  and  Murray  to  pafs  the  Ford. 

‘  At  a  proper  time  of  che  tide,  the  fignal  was  made,  but 

*  in  rowing  towards  the  fhore,  many  of  the  boats  grounded 
4  upon  a  ledge  that  runs  off  a  conliderable  diltance  This  ac- 
4  cidenr  put  us  in  fome  diforder,  loll  a  great  deal  of  time, 
4  and  obliged  me  to  lend  an  officer  to  Hop  brigadier  Townf- 

*  fiend’s  march,  whom  I  then  obferved  to  be  in  motion. 

*  While  the  feamen  were  geting  the  boats  off,  the  enemy 
‘  fired  a  number  of  Ihells  and  Ihot,  but  did  no  confiderable 
4  damage.  As  loon  as  this  diforder  could  be  fet  a  little  to 

rights,  and  the  boats  were  ranged  in  a  proper  manner,  lome 
4  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  went  in  with  me,  to  find  a  better 
4  place  to  land  :  we  took  one  fiat-bottom  boat  with  us  to  make 
4  the  experiment,  and  as  foon  as  we  had  found  a  fit  part  of 
4  the  lhore  the  troops  were  ordered  to  difembark,  thinking  it 
4  yet  not  too  late  for  the  attempt. 

4  The  thirteen  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  two  hundred 
4  of  the  fecond  royal  American  battalion,  got  firit  on  lhore. 
4  1  he  grenadiers  were  ordered  to  form  themfeives  into  four 
4  diftinCt  bodies,  and  to  begin  the  attack,  fupported  by  briga- 
4  dier  Monckton's  corps,  as  foon  as  the  troops  had  palled  the 
4  ford,  and  were  at  had  to  afiift.  But  whether  from  the  noife 
4  and  hurry  at  landing,  or  for  fome  other  caufe,  the  grena- 
4  diers,  inftead  of  forming  themfeives  as  they  were  directed. 
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titiS  nvalc  a  feint,  as  if  he  intended  to  attack  the 

enemy's  intrenchments  beiow  the  town.  On  the 

13th 


4  ran  0n  impetuouily  towards  the  enemy’s  intrenchments,  in 
4  the  utmoft  disorder  and  confufion,  without  waiting  for  the 
4  corps  which  were  to  Main  them,  and  join  in  the  attack. 

*  Brigadier  Monckton  was  not  landed,  and  brigadier  Townfl 
4  hend  was  dill  at  a  confiderable  didance,  though  upon  his 
4  march  to  join  us,  in  very  good  order.  The  grenadiers  were 
4  checked  by  the  enemy’s  fird  fire,  and  obliged  to  ffielter 
4  themfelves  in  or  about  the  redoubt,  which  the  French  aban- 

*  don  id  upon  their  approach.  In  this  fituation  they  continued 
4  for  iome  time,  unable  to  form  under  fo  hot  a  fire,  and  hav- 
4  mg  many  gallant  officers  ,  wounded,  who,  carelefs  of  their 
4  ptrtons,  had  been  folely  intent  upon  their  duty.  I  faw  the 
4  absolute  neceility  of  calling  them  off,  that  they  might  form 
4  themfelves  behind  brigadier  Monckton’s  corps,  which  was 
4  n°w  landed,  and  drawn  up  on  the  beach,  in  extreme  good 

4.  this  new  accident,  and  this  fecond  delay,  it  was  near 

4  night,  afudden  dorm  came  on,  and  the  tide  began  to  make; 
4  fo  that  I  thought  it  mod;  advifeable  not  to  perfevere  in  fo 
d.ffLult  an  attack,  led,  in  cafe  of  a  repul/e,  the  retreat  of 
c  brigadier  Townffiend’s  corps  might  be  hazardous  and  un- 
1  certain. 

4  ^ur  artillery  had  a  great  effe&  upon  the  enemy’s  left, 

*  where  brigadiers  Townfhend  and  Murray  were  to  have  at- 
4  tacked  ;  and,  it  is  probable,  that  if  thole  accidents  I  have 

fpoken  of  had  not  happened,  we  ihould  have  penetrated 

*  there,  whild  our  left  and  center  (more  remote  from  our  ar- 
4  tillery)  mud  have  bore  all  the  violence  of  their  mufquetry. 

4  The  French  did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  our  march.  Some 

*  of  their  favages  came  down  to  murder  fuch  wounded  as 
4  could  not  be  brought  off,  and  to  fcalp  their  dead,  as  the 

*  cudom  is. 

4  The  place  where  the  attack  was  intended,  has  thefe  ad- 
4  vantages  over  all  others  hereabout.  Our  artillery  could  be 
4  brought  into  ufe :  the  greated  part,  or  even  the  whole  of 
4  the  troops,  might  ad  at  once  :  and  a  retreat  (in  cafe  of  a  re- 
4  pulfe)  was  fecure,  at  lead  for  a  certain  time  of  the  tide. 

4  Neither  one  or  other  of  thefe  advantages  can  any  where  elfe 
4  be  found.  The  enemy  were  indeed  polled  upon  a  command- 

*  ing  eminence.  The  beach  upon  which  the  troops  were 
4  drawn  up  was  of  deep  mud,  with  holes,  and  cut  by  feveral 

*  gullies.  The  hill  to  be  afeended  very  deep,  and  not  every 

*  where  practicable.  The  enemy  numerous  in  their  intrench* 

‘  inents, 
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1 3th  of  September,  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning 
the  troops  were  put  into  the  boats,  and  under 

cover 


*  meats,  and  their  fire  hot.  If  the  attack  had  fucceeded,  our 
‘  loft  mult  cercainly  have  been  great,  and  their’s  inconfider- 

*  able,  from  the  lhelter  which  the  neighbouring  woods  af* 
c  forded  them.  1  he  river  St.  Charles  ltiil  remained  to  be 

palled  before  the  town  was  invefied.  All  thefe  circumstances 

*  Iconfidered  ;  but  the  defire  toad  in  conformity  to  the  king’s 

*  intentions,  induced  me  to  make  this  trial,  perfuaded  that  a 

*  victorious  army  finds  no  difficulties. 

4  The  enemy  have  been  fortifying  ever  fince  with  care,  fo  as 
4  to  make  a  fecond  attempt  Hill  more  dangerous. 

‘  Immediately  after  this  check,  I  lent  brigadier  Murray  above 

*  the  town  with  1200  men,  direding  him  to  a  ill  ft  rear-admiral 
4  Holmes  in  the  deitru&ion  of  die  French  fhips  (if  they  could 
4  be  got  at)  in  order  to  open  a  communication  with  general 
4  Amherft.  I  he  brigadier  was  to  leek  every  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  of  fighting  fomeof  the  enemy’s  detachments,  pro- 

4  vided  he  could  do  it  upon  tolerable  terms,  and  to  ufe  all  the 
4  means  in  his  power  to  provoke  them  to  attack  him.  He 
made  two  different  attempts  to  land  upon  the  north  Ihore 
without  fuccels ;  but  in  a  third  was  more  fortunate.  He 
4  landed  unexpededly  at  De  Chambaud,  and  burnt  a  maga¬ 
zine  there,  in  which  were  lome  provilions,  lome  ammunition, 
and  all  the  lpare  itores,  cloathmg,  arms,  and  baggage  of  their 
4  army. 

Finding  that  their  fhips  were  not  to  be  got  at,  and  little 
profpeCt  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  a  battle,  he  reported  his 
4  iituation  to  me,  and  I  ordered  him  to  join  the  army. 

I  he  pnfoners  he  took  informed  him  of  the  lurrender  of 
the  fort  of  Niagara  ;  and  we  difeovered,  by  intercepted  let- 
teis,  tnat  the  enemy  had  abandoned  Carillon  and  Crown 
Point,  weie  letired  to  the  iile  Aux  Noix  ;  and  that  general 
Amheilt  was  making  preparations  to  crofs  the  lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  to  fall  upon  M.  de  Boulemarquc’s  corps,  which  confifls 
cf  three  battalions  of  foot,  and  as  many  Canadians  as  make 
4  the  whole  amount  to  3000  men. 

I  he  admiral  s  dilpatches  and  mine  would  have  gone  eight 
or  ten  days  fooner,  if  1  had  not  been  prevented  trom  writ- 
4  ing  by  a  fever.  I  found  myfelf  fo  ill,  and  am  Hill  fo  weak, 
that  I  begged  the  general  officers  to  confult  together  for  the 
public  utility.  Fhcy  are  ail  of  opinion,  that  (as  more  lhips 

4  and 
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cover  of  the  fhips  glided  foftly  down  the  ftream  t6 
the  place  of  landing  j  where  with  admirable 

courage. 


*  and  provifions  have  now  got  above  the  town)  they  ffiould 

*  try,  by  conveying  up  a  corps  of  4  or  5000  men  (which  is 

*  nearly  the  whole  drength  of  the  army,  after  the  points  of 

*  Levi  and  Orleans  are  left  in  a  proper  date  of  defence)  to  draw 
c  the  enemy  from  their  prefent  fituation,  and  bring  them  to  an 
4  a&ion.  1  have  acquieiced  in  their  propofal,  and  we  are  pre- 
4  paring  to  put  it  in  execution. 

4  The  admiral  and  I  have  examined  the  town,  with  a  view  to 

*  a  general  affault;  but  after  confulting  with  the  chief  en- 

*  gineer,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  interior  parts  of 
4  it,  and,  after  viewing  it  with  the  utmod  attention,  we  found 
‘  that  though  the  batteries  of  the  Lower  Town  might  be  eafily 
4  filenced  by  the  men  of  war,  yet  the  bufmefs  of  an  affault 
4  would  be  little  advanced  by  that,  iince  the  few  paffages  that 

*  lead  from  the  Lower  to  the  Upper  Town,  are  carefully  in- 
4  trenched  ;  and  the  upper  batteries  cannot  be  affe&ed  by  the 
4  fhips,  which  mud  receive  confiderable  damage  from  them  and 

*  from  the  mortars.  The  admiral  would  readily  join  in  this* 
4  or  in  any  other  meafure,  for  the  public  fervice  ;  but  I  could 
4  not  propofe  to  him  an  undertaking  of  fo  dangerous  a  nature, 

*  and  promifmg  fo  little  fuccefs. 

4  To  the  uncommon  drength  of  the  country,  the  enemy 
4  have  added,  for  the  defence  of  the  river,  a  great  number  of 
4  floating  batteries  and  boats.  By  the  vigilance  of  thefe,  and 

*  the  Indians  round  our  different  pods,  it  has  been  impofiible 
4  to  execute  any  thing  by  furprize.  We  have  had  almod  daily 
4  fkirmifhes  with  thefe  iavages,  in  which  they  are  generally  de- 
4  feated,  but  not  without  lof's  on  our  fide. 

4  By  the  lid  of  difabled  officers,  many  of  whom  are  of  rank, 

*  you  may  perceive,  fir,  that  the  army  is  much  weakened.  By 
4  the  nature  of  the  river,  the  mod  formidable  part  of  this  arma- 
4  ment  is  deprived  of  the  power  of  a&ing,  yet  we  have  almod 
4  the  whole  force  of  Canada  to  oppofe.  In  this  fituation,  there 
4  is  fuch  a  choice  of  difficulties,  that  I  own  myfelf  at  a  lofs 
4  how  to  determine.  The  affairs  of  Great  Britain,  I  know, 
4  require  the  mod  vigorous  meafures  ;  but  then  the  courage  ot 
4  a  handful  of  brave  men  fliould  be  exerted  only  where  there  is 
4  fome  hope  of  a  favourable  event.  However,  you  may  be 
4  allured,  fir,  that  the  fmall  part  of  the  campaign  which  re- 

4  mains,  fliall  be  employed,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  for  the  ho- 

4  nour 
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courage,  but  great  difficulty,  they  landed,  and  a f- 
cended,  after  the  example  of  the  general,  one  by 
one,  the  woody  precipices  ;  and  at  length  gained 
the  fummit,  which  is  called  the  Heights  of 
Abraham.  Here  they  were  formed,  and  drawn  up 
in  regular  order  before  day-light.  This  fituation 
commanded  the  town.  Montcalm  now  faw  that  he 
mull  hazard  a  battle:  he  inftantly  put  his  troops 
in  motion,  and  advanced  up  to  the  Englifh.  Ge¬ 
neral  Wolfe  placed  himfelf  in  the  front  line  of  the 
center,  in  order  to  animate  the  troops  by  his  exam¬ 
ple.  T  he  right  and  left  wings  were  commanded  by 
the  generals  Monckton,  Murray,  and  Townfhend. 
He  ordered  his  jnen  to  referve  their  fire,  till  the 
enemy  were  very  clofe  ;  which  being  done,  was 
then  difeharged,  and  it  made  terrible  havock  among 
them  :  the  bayonet  was  immediately  made  ufc  of, 
which  greatly  increafed  the  (laughter.  The  Eng¬ 
lifh  had  only  fired  twice,  when  the  enemy  began 


nour  of  his  majeliy,  and  the  interefl  of  the  nation,  in  which 
£  I  am  fure  of  being  well  feconded  by  the  admiral  and  by  the 
‘  generals.  Happy  if  our  efforts  here  can  contribute  to  the  fuc? 
‘  ceis  of  his  majelty’s  arms  in  any  other  pans  of  America. 

‘  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

‘  With  the  greateil  refpeeff, 

‘  Sir, 

‘  Your  mod  obedient, 

‘  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

To  Mr.  fecretary  Pitt.  ‘JAMES  WOLF  E.’ 

I  his  letter,  which  though  for  elegance  and  accuracy  might 
have  done  honour  to  the  pen  of  Ciefar,  could  not  fail  calling  a 
gloom  oyer  the  fpirit?  of  the  people  :  yet  fuch  was  their  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  miniller,  that  notwithstanding  the  importance 
of  the  object,  the  expcnce  of  the  expedition,  and  the  high  ex¬ 
pectations  conceived  from  it,  not  a  murmur  enfued  !  The  na¬ 
tion  was  firm ;  they  were  fatisfied  that  every  thing  poflible  had 
been,  and  would  be  done;  and  they  waited  with  a  truly  Roman 
fortitude  the  llrokc  of  fortune  !  A  fimilar  circumltance  is  not  to 
be  found  in  all  the  annals  of  Britain  ! 

o 


to 
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to  fall  into  diforder  and  give  ground.  At  this  cri¬ 
tical  minute  general  Wolfe  was  killed  by  a  (hot  in 
the  b  re  art  *.  I  he  k  rench  general  was  (lain  likewife, 

upon 

*  The  circumftances  attending  the  death  of  this  young  hero 
are  too  afteding  to  be  palled  over.  lie  firft  received  a  wound 
in  the  wrift  ;  but  that  he  might  not  difcourage  his  troops,  he 
wrapped  it  up  in  his  handkerchief,  and  ordered  his  men  to 
advance;  foon  after  he  received  another  ball  in  his  belly:  this 
a  1  ho  he  diffembled,  and  exerted  himfelf  as  before,  till  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  third  in  his  breaft,  under  which  he  at  laft  funk.-—— 
Crowned  with  conquefl,  he  fmiled  in  death. — His  principal  care 
was,  that  he  fhould  not  be  feen  to  fall  :  c  fupport  me/  faid 
he,  to  fuch  as  were  near  him,  ‘  let  not  my  brave  fold iers  fee 
4  me  crop: — the  day  is  ours:  oh!  keep  it.’  He  was  imme¬ 
diately  carried  behind  the  ranks.  As  he  lay  llruggiing  with  the 
anguiili  and  vveaknefs  of  three  grievous  wounds,  he  was  only 
lolicitous  about  the  certainty  of  "the  victory .  He  begged  one 
who  attended  him  to  fupport  him  to  view  the  field  ;  but  as  he 
found  that  the  approach  of  death  had  dimmed  and  confufed  his 
fight,  he  defired  an  officer  who  was  by  him  to  give  him  an  ac¬ 
count  of  what  he  law.  The  officer  anfwered,  that  the  enemy 
were  broken  :  he  repeated  his  queition  a  few  minutes  after  with 
much,  anxiety;  when  he  was  told,  that  the  enemy  were  to¬ 
tally  routed,  and  that  they  fled  in  all  parts.  ‘  Then  I  am 
*  fatisfied/  laid  he,  and  immediately  expired.  His  death 
was  univerfally  lamented  by  his  country,  and  envied  by  all  who 
had  a  true  relifh  for  military  glory.  Unindebted  to  family,  or 
connexions,  unfupported  by  intrigue  or  fa&ion,  he  had  ac- 
complifhed  the  whole  bufinefs  of  life,  at  a  time  when  others 
are  only  beginning  to  appear;  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-five, 
without  feeling  the  weaknefs  of  age,  or  the  viciffitude  of  for¬ 
tune,  having  fatisfied  his  honeft  ambition,  having  compleat«d 
his  character,  having  fulfilled  the  expectations  of  his  country, 
he  fell  at  the  head  of  his  conquering  troops,  and  expired  in  the 
arms  of  vi&ory,  covered  with  laurels,  green  in  age,  but  ripe  in 
glory.  When  the  news  of  the  vi&ory  arrived  in  England,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  death  of  the  general,  there  was  fuch  a  mixture  of 
grief  and  pity  in  the  public  congratulations,  as  was  very  fin- 
gular  and  very  aiTedting.  One  little  circumltance  deferves  to 
be  noticed.  The  mother  of  general  Wolfe  was  an  objeCt  marked 
out  for  pity  by  great  and  peculiar  diflrefs  :  fhe  had  experienced 
the  dutiful  ion  and  the  amiable  donieftic  character,  whilll  the 
world  admired  the  accomplifhed  officer.  But  a  few  months  be¬ 
fore 
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upon  which  the  enemy  fell  into  utter  confufion,  and 
abandoned  the  field  of  battle.  The  Englilh  loft 

O  2  about 
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fore  fhe  had  lod  her  hufband  ;  and  now  (lie  loll  this  fdn>  her 
only  child.  The  inhabitants  of  the  village  where  ihe  lived, 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  admit  no  illuminations  or  firings,  or  any 
kind  of  rejoicings,  near  her  houfe,  led  they  fhould  feem  by  an 
ill-timed  triumph  to  infult  her  grief.  Tliis  was  a  juftnefs  of 
fen  time  nt  rarely  to  be  found,  even  amongd  perfons  of  rank* 
His  death  was  no  lefs  affecting  to  another  lady,  to  whom  he 
was  to  have  been  efpoufed  at  his  return.  On  this  occafjon  the 
minider  himfelf  condefcended  to  write  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Wolfe, 
couclied  in  fuch  terms  as  to  afford  confolation  for  the  lols  of 
him,  whole  blood  had  been  fpilt  in  the  fervice  of  his  country. 
And  fuch  was  Mr.  Pitt’s  gratitude  and  delire  to  dojudice  to  the 
memory  of  tliis  brave  executor  of  his  plan,  that  when  the 
parliament  met,  he,  with  that  energy  of  eloquence  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  expatiated  on  the  tranfeendent  merit  of  the  general, 
his  conduct  during  all  the  operations,  his  furmounting  by  abi¬ 
lities  and  valour  all  obftacles  of  art  and  nature,  his  refolution 
in  landing,  his  courage  in  the  field,  his  lofs  to  the  public,  the 
importance  of  the  conqued,  the  blow  given  to  the  enemy,  and 
the  glory  to  Britain  :  and  then  he  made  a  motion  for  a  refolu¬ 
tion  to  prefent  an  addrefs,  defiring  his  majefty  would  order  a 
monument  to  be  eredled  in  Weftminftcr-abbey  to  the  memory 
of  the  deceafed  general.  In  this  motion  he  was  feconded  bv  a 
gentleman,  whom  he  had  the  happinefs  to  number  among  his 
friends ;  who  remarked,  that  in  the  appointment  of  general 
Wolfe  to  that  expedition,  there  had  been  no  parliamentary  intc- 
reds,  no  family  connexions,  no  aridocratical  views  :  that  the 
general  and  the  minider  feemed  to  have  been  made  for  each 
other,  and  that  there  were  fome  circumdances  almod  fimilar  be¬ 
tween  them  ;  Wolfe  lod  his  life,  and  the  miniiler  had  hazarded 
his  head  for  his  country,  &c.  I  he  refolution  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  $  but  the  monument  has  not  been  yet  eredled.  Among 
the  other  tributes  paid  to  his  memory,  it  will  not  be  improper 
to  add  the  following.  When  the  (hip,  in  which  his  corpic  was 
brought  to  huropc,  arrived  at  Portfmouth  (Nov.  17)  fl.e  fired 
two  guns  for  the  removal  of  his  remains.  The  body  was  low¬ 
ered  out  ol  the  diip  into  a  twelve  oar’d  barge,  towed  by  two 
twelve  oar’d  barges,  and  attended  by  twelve  twelve-oar’d  barges 
to  the  bottom  of  the  point,  in  a  train  of  gloomy  filent  pomp 
fuitable  to  the  melancholy  occafion,  grief  ihutting  up  the  lips 
ot  the  fourteen  barges  crews.  Minute  guns  were  fixed  from 
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about  500  men,  and  the  French  about  1500;  but 
the  death  of  general  Wolfe  was  to  the  Englifh  the 
greateft  misfortune:  it  was  an  event  particularly 
grievous  to  his  country,  though  to  himfelf  the  hap- 
pieft  that  can  be  imagined.  Officers  may  be  formed 
by  experience ;  but  the  lofs  of  a  genius  in  war,  a 
foul  like  his,  can  never  be  repaired.  Five  days  after 
the  battle,  the  city  of  Quebec  furrendered  to  general 
Townfliend,  on  whom  the  command  had  devolved. 
It  is  particularly  worthy  obfervation,  that  the  con- 
queft  of  Canada  was  owing  to  the  fingular  ardour 
and  intrepidity  of  general  Wolfe:  it  was  he,  and 
he  only ,  which  formed  that  defperate  refolution 
of  landing,  and  climbing  the  Heights  of  Abraham. 
This  brought  on  the  battle  •,  and  thus  was  Quebec 
conquered.  Had  a  commander  of  an  ordinary  ca¬ 
pacity  been  employed  in  this  enterprize  (fuch  as 
Britain  has  frequently  feen  entrenching  themfelves  in 
excufes  and  pun£filios)hewouldhave  beenftaggered 
by  the  difficulties,  difcouraged  by  the  repulfe  at 


the  /hips  at  SpitheacI,  from  the  time  of  the  body’s  leaving  the 
hnp  to  its  being  landed  at  the  point  at  Portfmouth,  which  was 
one  hour.  1  he  regiment  of  invalids  was  ordered  under  arms, 
and  being  joined  by  a  company  of  the  train  in  the  garrilon  at 
.Portfmouth,  marched  from  the  parade  there,  to  the  bottom  of 
the  point,  to  receive  the  remains.  The  body  was  landed,  and 
put  into  a  travelling  hearfe,  attended  by  a  mourning  coach  (both 
fent  from  London]  and  proceeded  through  the  garrifon.  The 
colours  on  the  fort  were  lfruck  half  flag  flaff;  the  bells  were 
muffled  and  rung  in  folemn  concert  with  the  march  ,  minute 
guns  were  fired  from  the  platform  from  the  entrance  of  the  corple 
to  the  end  of  the  proceflion  ;  the  company  of  the  train  led  the 
van  with  their  arms  reverfed.  I  he  cot  pie  followed;  and  the 
invalid  regiment  followed  the  hearfe,  their  arms  reverfed.  They 
conduced  the  boay  to  the  Landport  gates,  where  the  train 
opened  to  the  right  and  left,  and  the  hearfe  proceeded  through 
them  on  its  way  to  London.  On  this  occaiion  nothing  was  to 
be  heard  but  murmuring  broken  accents  in  praife  of  the  dead 
hero. — On  the  2cth,  at  night,  his  body  was  depofited  in  the 
burying  place  belonging  to  his  family  at  Greenwich. 
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Montmorcnci,  and  judged  the  lending  impractica¬ 
ble.  Thus  would  the  great  fcheme  have  been  de¬ 
feated,  a  whole  feafon  loll,  and  the  national  trea- 
fure  thrown,  away  in  fending  a  fruitlefs  expedition. 
What  praifes,  what  honours,  what  rewards,  there¬ 
fore  are  due  to  him,  who  by  his  fin gle  opinion  prevent¬ 
ed  all  this,  and  added  to  the  British  crown  one  of  the 
brighteft  gems  it  ever  wore  ?  In  the  mean  time  ge- 
general  Amherft  advanced  to  Crown  Point,  which, 
as  well  as  Ticonderoga,  the  enemy  abandoned  on 
his  approach  :  then  he  prepared  to  crois  lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  and  diflodgo^a  numerous  body  of  French 
troops,  which  lay  intrenched  at  the  bottom  oh  tire 
lake,  in  order  to  open  a  communication  with  ge- 
naral  Wolfe  :  but  by  the  time  he  had  made  his  pre¬ 
parations,  the  ftormy  feafon  was  let  in  ;  and  when 
he  embarked,  hoping  to  effeft  his  defigns,  the  wea¬ 
ther  was  fo  cold  and  tempeftuous,  he  was  obliged 
to  turn  back,  and  poftpone  the  remainder  of  his 
operations  till  the  next  campaign.  Thus  the  great 
end  of  aflifting  general  Wolfe  was  not  accom- 
plifhed  ;  and  that  general  was,  as  we  have  feen, 
left  to  the  exertion  of  his  fingle  ftrength.  The 
third  part  of  the  plan  was  more  fuccefsful.  General 
Prideaux  advanced  to  fort  Niagara,  which  by  its 
excellent  fituation  commands  that  extenfive  terri¬ 
tory  inhabited  by  the  Iroquois  Indians  :  he  laid 
fiege  to  it ;  but  while  the  operations  were  carrying 
on,  he  was  killed  before  the  place  by  the  bu riling 
of  a  cohorn;  upon  which  the  command  devolved 
upon  general  Johnfon.  T  he  French,  well  knowing 
the  importance  of  the  fort,  colletted,  notwithftanding 
their  dillreffed  and  diltrafted  condition,  a  body 
of  troops  and  Indians,  and  advanced  to  its  relief ; 
but  general  Johnfon,  who  is  extremely  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  ail  the  Indian  methods  of  making 
war,  and  taking  advantages  of  the  ground,  bullies, 
&c.  gave  them  a  warm  reception,  and  in  lefs 

than 
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than  an  hour  totally  defeated  them  :  then  he 
liunmoried  tne  fort,  and  obliged  the  garrifbn, 
amounting  to  600  men,  to  furrender  prifoners  of 
war  that  evening.  Such  was  the  fecond  campaign 
in  America,  by  which  the  Englifli  gained  poffei- 
fion  of  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Eanada  ;  drove  the 
French  from  their  ftrong  hold  at  Crown  Point  and 
Ticonderoga ;  and  took  fort  Niagara,  which  open¬ 
ed  the  road  to  Montreal,  the  fecond  principal  place 
m  Canada,  and  the  only  one  which  the  P  rench  now 
held  in  that  great  province.  ';rl 

Mr.  Pitt’s  plans  for  reducing  the  French  in 
America  were  not  confined  to  the  continent  only: 
the  iflands  were  objefts  equally  great  in  his  views! 
He  fent  a  fleet  of  ten  fhips  of  'the  line  from  Eng¬ 
land,  commanded  by  commodore  Moore,  and  fix 
regiments  of  infantry,  under  the  direction  of  gene¬ 
ral  Hopfon,  to  attack  Martinico,  the  conqueft  of 
which  had  been  reprelented  to  him  as  extremely 
practicable.  But  when  the  fhips  appeared  before 
the  iiland,  which  was  in  the  month  of  January, 
and  nad  landed  the  troops  upon  it,  the  forts  were 

found  to  be  much  ftronger  than  had  been  fuppofed : 
at  which  time  a  difference  arofe  between  the  two 
commanders  concerning  the  conveyance  of  the 
cannon  ;  upon  which  the  troops  were  re-embarked. 
It  was  then  judged  proper  to  fail  away  for  Guada- 
loupe,  in  hopes  of  better  fortune.  On  the  23d  of 
January  they  appeared  before  Baffe-terre,  which 
was  cannonaded  and  bombarded  by  the  fleet,  till  it 
was  in  many  places  fet  on  fire  :  the  flames  continu¬ 
ing  to  confume  the  town  all  that  and  the  following 
day,  the  inhabitants  and  troops  at  length  quitted  it, 
and  fled  into  the  mountainous  part  of  the  country  : 
the  Englifli  troops  then  were  landed  ;  but  the 
climate  being  extreamly  unhealthy,  great  numbers 
were  carried  off  by  fleknefs  and  fevers  ;  among 
whom  were  general  Hopfon.  The  command  de¬ 
volved 
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volved  upon  general  Barrington ;  who  having  ta¬ 
ken  poffeffion  of  feveral  places,  embarked  the 
troops,  and  failed  round  the  ifland  to  other  parts, 
where  he  reduced  all  the  principal  towns  •,  and  or* 
the  firft  day  of  May  obliged  the  two  iflands,  which 
together  are  called  Guadaloupe,  to  furrender.  This 
valuable  conqueft  was  but  juft  made,  when  a  French 
fquadron  appeared  off  to  its  relief  j  but  the  com¬ 
mander  finding  he  was  too  late,  failed  away  without 
attempting  any  thing-,  though  had  he  came  but  a 
day  fooner,  he  had  probably  laved  the  iflands.  Be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  month  the  ifland  of  Marigalante 
furrendered.  The  news  of  fuch  a  ferics  of  fuc- 
ceffes,  fo  advantageous  to  England,  and  deftruftive 
of  the  power  of  the  enemy,  were  received  with  rap¬ 
tures  of  joy  and  the  people  turned  to  the  minifter 
as  to  a  divinity,  who  had  wrought  miracles  in  their 
favour.  * 

In  the  Eaft  Indies  the  Englifh  were  as  fucceisful 
as  the  warmed  friend  could  wifh.  Confidering  the 
enemy’s  luperiority,  it  was  impoflible  to  prevent 
Laily’s  laying  fiege  to  Madrafs  :  for  which  we  left 
him  laft  year  making  preparations.  The  French 
army  advanced  to  the  place,  but  one  of  their  regi¬ 
ments  was  roughly  handled  by  colonel  Draper,  who 
fallied  out  of  the  town  to  impede  their  approach  : 
he  fought  bravely,*  but  the  enemy’s  frefh  reinforce¬ 
ments 


*  In  this  attack  major  Pollier,  who  had  commanded  at  fort  St. 
David,  was  mortally  wounded.  He  had  been  tried  by  a  court- 
martial  concerning  his  iurrender  of  that  place  :  his  perfonal 
behaviour  was  much  commended  ;  but  the  court  thought  he 
a<fted  injudicioufiy  in  defending  fome  out-polls,  when  he  ought 
to  have  collected  his  little  force  within  the  fort  ;  and  they  laid 
he  might  have  held  out  longer.  To  wipe  off  this  difgrace  he 
was  fighting  on  every  future  occafion,  whether  proper  or 
not.  In  this  affair  he  was  a  volunteer.  He  was  certainly  a 
brave  man,  but  too  hally  and  pafiionate,  which  fometimes  oc- 
cafioned  much  uneafineis  to  himfelf  and  thofc  about  him.  He 

had 
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menus  at  length  obliged  him  to  retire.  The  garri- 
ion  of  Macuafswas  at  this  time  commanded  by  co¬ 
lonel  Lawrence,  and  the  town  by  governor  Pigott, 
\v  ho  both  provided  every  thitig  in  their  power  to 
defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity.  On  the 
6th  of  January,  1 759*>  Lally  opened  the  trenches 
again  ft  it.  Fie  maintained  a  heavy  fire  for  fome 
time,  and  advanced  very  near  the  glacis  ;  he  pour¬ 
ed  his  bombs  into  the  town  in  order  to  fet  fire  to 
the  houfes,  and  intimidate  the  inhabitants,  but  the 
vigilance  and  bravery  of  the  Englifh  officers  dif- 
appointed  his  expectations  ;  and  the  fire  of  the 
garnfon  was  fo  warm  as  to  oblige  him  to  abandon 
^  batteries.  In  the  mean  time  major 
Caiuaud,  with  a  few  Europeans,  and  a  body  of  the 
country  forces,  hovered  on  the  fkirts  of  Lally’s 
ciim\,  and  gieatly  embarrafted  him,  as  well  as  re- 
tardeu  tnc  operations  of  the  liege  :  he  cut  off  Lally’s 
iupplies,  repulfed  feveral  of  his  detachments,  and 
kept  him  in  continual  alarm.  At  length  Lally  was 
fo  provoked  by  this  Hying  camp,  which  he  faidwas 
like  the  flies,  no  fooner  beat  oft  from  one  part  than 
tney  came  to  another,  that  he  refolved  to  fend  out 
men  a  large  force  as  would  crufh  them  effectually  : 
but  he  was  disappointed,  for  the  Englifh  made  fo 
brave  a  ftand  that  his  troops  gained  no  material  ad¬ 
vantage.  Chagrined  by  this  event;  by  the  ob- 
ftinate  defence  and  the  fuperior  fire  of  the  garrifon, 
which  obliged  him  gradually  to  decreafe  his  own  ; 
by  the  villainous  arts  of  the  commiftaries  and  con¬ 
tractors,  wlio  had  engaged  to  fupply  his  army  ;  he, 
in  tne  wild  tranlports  of  rage  and  defpair,  refolved 
to  raiie  the  fiege  and  reiign  his  command  of  the 


had  ferved  the  Eaft-Jndia  company  on  many  occafions  with  re¬ 
putation  ;  and  it  is  thought  that  the  ill  opinion  which  he  enter¬ 
tained  oi  the  garrifon  wa«  the  principal  caufe  of  his  delivering 


army. 


(  1 r3  )  1759 

army.  This  was  on  the  14th  of  February;  when  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  M.  de  Leyrit,  governor  of  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  containing  his  reflations  :  but  his  mef- 
fenger  who  was  carrying  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
major  Caillaud* *,  who  lent  it  into  Madrafs,  and  there¬ 
upon 


*  This  letter  is  curious,  becaufe  it  is  truly  pidturefque  of  the 
chagrin  and  mortification  of  the  writer ;  therefore  we  Hull  in* 
fert  a  corred  tranilation  of  it : 

From  the  camp  before  Madrafs,  the  \.\lbcf  February ,  1799. 

4  A  good  blow  might  be  ilruck  here  ;  there  is  a  fhip  in  the 
4  road,  of  20  guns,  laden  with  a.l  the  riches  of  Madrafs,  which 
4  it  is  faid  will  remain  there  till  the  20th.  Tne  exp  dition  is  juft 
4  arrived,  but  M.  Gorlin  is  not  a  man  to  attack  her  ;  for  lhe 
4  has  made  him  run  away  once  before.  The  Briito!,  on  the 
4  other  hand,  did  but  juft  make  her  appearance  before  St. 

*  Thom  as,  and  on  the  vague  report  of  i 3  fiiips  coming  from 
4  Porto  Novo,  flie  t  ok  iright;  a.<d  after  landing  the  provi- 
4  fions  with  which  lhc  was  laden,  file  would  not  ilay  long  enough 
4  even  to  take  on  board  12  of  her  own  guns,  which  Hie  had 
4  lent  us  for  the  fiege. 

4  If  I  was  to  judge  of  the  point  of  honour  of  the  company’s 

*  officers,  I  would  break  them  like  glais,  as  well  as  fome  others 

*  of  them. 

4  The  Fidelle,  or  the  Harlem,  or  even  the  aforefaid  Briftol, 

*  with  her  1  2  guns  rellored  to  her,  wt  uld  be  fufficient  to  make 
4  themfelves  makers  of  the  Englifh  fiiip,  if  they  cou’d  manage 
4  fo  „s  to  get  to  windward  of  her  in  the  night.  Maugendre 
4  and  Tremillier  are  faid  to  be  good  men  ;  and  were  they  eni- 
4  ployed  only  to  tranfport  2  0  wounded  men,  that  we  have 
4  here,  their  fervice  wou'd  be  of  importance. 

4  We  remain  itili  in  the  lame  pofition  :  the  breach  made 
4  theft*  15  days;  all  he  lime  wi  hin  1  9  toifesof  the  wall  of  the 
4  plate,  and  never  holding  up  o  ,r  heads  to  look  at  it. 

4  I  reckon  we  lhaii,  at  our  arrival  at  Pondicherry,  endeavour 
4  to  learn  fome  other  trade;  for  this  01  war  requires  too  much 
4  patience. 

4  Of  ^ooCipaies  which  attended  our  army,  I  reckon  near 
4  800  are  employed  up  m  tne  road  to  Pondicherry,  laden  with 
4  fugar,  pepper,  and  other  goo  is;  and  as  for  the  Coulis,  they 
4  are  all  employed  for  tiie  lame  purpofe,  from  the  firil  day  we 
4  came  here 

4  1  am  taking  my  meafures  from  this  day,  to  fet  fire  to  the 
€  Black  town,  and  to  blow  up  the  powder  mills. 

P 


4  You 
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uPon  nearer  in  order  to  harrafs  the  enemy, 
Lally  had  not  time  to  burn  the  Black  Town,  as  he  in¬ 
tended,  for  a  man  of  war  and  a  company’s  fhip  ar- 
i  iving  in  the  road  on  the  1 6th  with  fuccours,  he  pre¬ 
cipitately  retreated  in  the  utmoft  hafte,  and  left  his 
ai  tilleiy  behind  him.  I  hus  was  Madrais  faved  after 
a  fiege  Oi  nine  weeks.  A  part  of  the  garnfon, 
commanded  by  major  Brereton,  Tallied  out  after 
him,  but  were  for  feme  time  too  weak  to 
undertake  any  thing  of  importance.  At  length, 
in  the  month  of  September,  they  refolved  to 

You  vvih  nevei  imagine,  that  J7 reach  deierters,  and  ioo 
1  Swifs,  are  actually  flopping  the  progrels  of  2  00  men  of  the 

*  king’s  and  company’s  troops,  which  are  Hill  here  exifling, 
notwithftanding  die  exaggerated  accounts  that  every  one 

*'  makes  here,  according  to  his  own  fancy,  of  the  daughter 

*  that  has  been  made  of  them ;  and  you  will  be  ftill  more  fur- 
prized,  it  I  tell  you  that,  were  it  not  for  the  two  coinbats 

*  anb  *our  battles  we  fuflained,  and  for  the  batteries  which 
‘  failed,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  which  were  unlkilfully 

made,  we  mould  not  have  lofl  50  men,  from  the  commence- 

*  nient  of  the  fiege  to  this  day. 

‘  I  have  wrote  to  M.  de  Larche,  that  if  he  perfifls  in  not 

*  coming  here,  let  who  will  rail  •/  money  upon  the  Paleagersfor 
me,  I  will  not  do  it ;  and  I  renounce  (as  I  informed  you  a 

‘  month  ago  I  would  do)  meddling,  diredt  y  r  indireflly, 'with 
any  thing  wnatever,  that  may  have  relation  to  your  admini- 
flration,  whether  civil  or  military.  For  I  had  rattier  go  and 
command  the  Cadres  of  Midagafcar,  than  remain  in  this  So- 
4  bom  ;  which  it  is  impoffib  e  but  the  lire  of  the  E  iglilh  mull 

deftroy,  fooner  or  later,  even  though  that  from  heaven  ihould 

4  not. 

1  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec.  & c 

4  LALLY.’ 

4  P.  5.  I  think  it  neceflary  to  apprise  you,  that,  as  M.  de 
4  Soupire  lias  refilled  to  take  upon  him  t^e  command  ot  this 
4  army,  which  1  have  offered  to  him,  and  which  he  is  imp  w- 
4  ered  to  accept,  by  having  received  from  the  court  a  duplicate 
4  of  my  com  million,  you  mult  of  necelnty,  together  wiih  the 
4  council,  take  it  upon  you.  For  my  part,  i  undertake  only 
4  to  bring  it  back,  either  to  Arcotte  or  Sadrafle.  Send  there¬ 
fore  your  orders ;  or  come  younelvcs  to  command  it ;  lor  I 
4  flia.l  ipit  it  upon  my  arrival  there.5 
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attack  him  in  his  ltrong  camp  at  Wandewafh, 
but  they  met  with  a  fevere  repulie,  and  were  obliged 
to  retire  in  confufion,a  Captain  Maitland,  who 
commanded  an  expedition  to  Bombay,  had  better 
luccefs.  He  difperfed  the  French  troops,  took  the 
town  of  Surat  by  aflault,  and  obliged  the  caftle 
to  furrender.  In  the  mean  time  admiral  Po- 
cocke  and  M.  d’Ache  difputed  the  luperionty  of 
the  lea.  On  the  loth  of  September  they  came  to 
an  engagement  off  Pondicherry,  which  raged  with 
great  fury  for  the  fpaceof  two  hours;  when  d’Ache 
finding  himfelf  unable  to  fuftain  Pococke’s  heavy 
and  deftru&ive  fire,  fled  in  the  belt  manner  he 
could  The  Fnglifh  fleet  however  were  too  much 
damaged  to  purlue  ;  but  foon  after,  being  refitted, 
they  went  again  in  queft  of  the  French,  who  de¬ 
crying  their  approach  off  Pondicherry,  flipped  out 
to  lea,  and  avoided  another  engagement.  Mr.  Pitt, 
apprehenfive  that  the  enemy’s  additional  force  in  the 
Ealt  Indies  might  leize  fome  of  the  Englifh  fettle- 
ments,  diipatched  a  fleet  from  Europe,  as  loon  as 
he  heard  of  Lally’s  defign  to  attack  Madrafs,  under 
the  command  of  commodore  Cornifli,  who  about 
this  time  joined  admiral  Pococke,  and  gave  l'uch 
a  fuperiority  to  the  Britifh  power  in  the  eaft,  as  in 
a  little  time  arter  totally  destroyed  the  French  force 
on  the  coafl  of  Coromandel.  Commodore  Cornifli 
brought  with  him  a  reinforcement  of  troops,  com¬ 
manded  by  colonel  Coote,  who  took  the  command 
of  the  whole  army,  and  prepared  to  make  head 
againft  general  Lally.  He  reduced  Wandewafh, 
and  feme  other  places  of  lefs  importance,  before 
the  end  of  the  year  *. 

The 


At  this  time  a  new  enemy  to  t  :e  Englifh  ftarted  up  in  the 
Eaft-Inoies.  4  I  lie  great  extension  of  the  Britilh  trace  in  this 
quarter  of  the  globe  excited  the  jealouiy  and  envy  cf  the 

2  ‘  Dutch 
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The  navy  of  Great  Britain  was  every  where 
triu rnpn ant.  Admiral  Boicawen,  who  fucceeded 
admiral  Ofborne  in  his  command  of  the  fquadron 
in  the  Mediterranean,  attacked  the  Toulon  fleet, 

commanded 


‘  Dutch,  who  fecretly  formed  a  fcheme  for  extirpating  the 
‘  Englifh  out  of  Bengal ;  they  tampered  with  the  nabob, ^who 
‘  connived  at  their  intentions.  Their  frit  aim  was  m  ei^rofs 
1  tiie  whole  lalt-petre^  trade  ;  a  part  of  which  they  enjo  ed 
4  hy  tlieir  factory  «.<t  Clnnlurra,  where  they  had  a  itrong  fort 
c  on  the  river  Bengal,  higher  up  than  Calcutta  i  he  overnor 
f  T1  Batavi  ,  having  charged  hnnielf  with  the  execution  or  this 
‘  action,  chole  t  e  oppon unity  while  the  Britilh  Iquadron  were 
4  able nt ;  and  havi:  g  equipped  leveu  lhips,  and  put  on  board 
(  them  12,000  troops,  ou  pretence  of  leimorcmg  the  Dutch 
‘  garrifons  in  Bengal,  they  iaiiea  for  the  river  o t  Bengal,  and 
4  in  Odober  three  of  them  arrived  there.  Colonel  Clive, 
‘  who  relided  at  Calcutta,  having  notice  ol  their  deli  n,  fent 

*  word  to  the  Dutch  commodore,  that  he  could  not  allow'  them 
1  to  land  their  forces  a  u  march  to  Chinlurra,  but  no  iooner 
‘  were  the  re  it  ot  tue  t.  oops  arrived,  than  the  troops  were 
‘  landed,  and  began  their  march  ror  chinlurra.  idle  Dutch 
c  commodore,  by  way  ot  retaliating  the  affront  he  pretended 

*  to  have  received,  in  being  denied  a  p adage  to  Chiniuira,  took 
‘  fevera.  Englilh  veneis  on  the  river;  and  one  of  the  Indiamen 

*  coming  down  at  that  time,  he  told  the  captain,  that  if  he 
4  prelumed  to  pais  he  would  fink  him  ;  upon  which  the  veliel 
4  returned  to  Calcutta,  where  colonel  Clive  ordered  three 
4  Indiamen  that  were  there  to  go  down  and  fight  the  Dutch; 
4  and  the)  obeyed  this  order  with  fo  much  vivacity  and  courage, 
4  that  they  compelled  three  of  the  Dutch  fhips,  with  the 
4  commodore,  tofurrender;  two  ran  away,  and  they  drove  the 
4  lafl  ailiore.  In  the  m  an  time  the  Dutch  troops  w'ere  not 
4  more  fortunate  than  their  lhips :  colonel  Clive  detached 

*  colonel  Forde,  with  500  men,  to  oppofe  their  progids;  on 
4  the  25th  of  Ncveu  her  he  met  wit.  them,  ana  gave  them 
4  battle  with  great  refoiudon ;  in  a  Ihort  time  they  gave  way, 
4  and  were  totally  defeated  :  during  this  action,  the  nabob, 
4  with  a  considerable  army  looking  on,  obferved  a  fmpicious 
4  neutrality,  and  in  ail  probability  would  have  declared  for  the 
4  Dutch,  had  they  proved  victorious ;  but  no  Iooner  had  the 
4  Englifh  gained  the  victory,  than  he  offered  them  his  fervice. 
4  The  Dutch  finding  their  whole  fcheme  defeated,  began  to 
4  think  ol  accommodating  matters  ;  a  treaty  was  concluded, 
c  by  which  the  lhips  were  reltored ;  and  the  prifoners  w  ere  re- 

4  leafed 
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commanded  by  de  la  Clue,  as  it  was  attempting  to 
pafs  the  Streights  •,  and  after  a  furious  engagement 
(Aug.  17)  he  took  two  fbips,  and  burned  another 
on  the  coail  of  Portugal  •,  which  in  lbme  meafure 
violated  the  neutrality  of  chat  power,  but  it  was  in 
no  condition  to  refen t  it.  De  la  Clue  efcaped  a- 
fhore,  and  his  fhip  was  deftroyed  by  the  victors. 
At  this  time  the  French  m.niltxy  were  projecting  a 
triple  embarkation  for  •  he  in  anon  o!  G  eat  Britain: 
a  final  1  fquad.on  wa;  equipped  at  Dunki  k,  and 
the  command  given  to  M.  Fhurot.  he  grand 
fl  et  was  at  Breft,  under  the  command  of  M.  Con- 
flans:  and  1  he  troops  which  it  was  to  take  on  board 
lay  ar  Vannes,  under  the  command  of  the  duke 
d’  v iguillon.  A  few  fhips,  with  a  number  of  fat- 
bottomed  boa;s  t  >  carry  troops,  were  prepared  at 
Havre.  In  the  luccefs  of  an  invafion  all  the  hopes 
of  the  French  now  lay:  it  was  their  dernier  reiort. 
Driven  from  their  colonies  abroad,  beaten  by  fca 
and  land,  they  relolved  on  r his  defperaie  enterprize 
to  retrieve  the  ruined  Rate  ot  their  affairs,  by  car¬ 
rying  the  war  in  o  tome  part  of  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  and  thereby  obliging  us  to  accept  of  a 
peace.  But  Mr.  1  it t,  the  careful  father  and  pro¬ 
tector  of  his  c  >untry’$  interefts,  was  as  early  in  his 
refolutions  to  fruitrate  every  part  of  the  d  :fign,  as 
they  wrre  t  )  let  about  it.  As  io  >n  as  their  prepara¬ 
tions  began,  he  i  nt  out  fleets  to  block  up  their  har¬ 
bours.  Commodore  Boys  was  Rationed  off  Dun¬ 
kirk-,  adm.ral  Fl  uvke  olTBrelt  •,  and  admiral  Rodney 
was  lent  toi  lav  re  todeftroy  he  flat-bottomed  boats, 
which  was  performed  by  a  bombardment  with  tole¬ 
rable  luccels.  Thurot,  however,  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  Boys,  and  efcaped  into  the  nonh  fca.  Admiral 


*  leaied  as  loon  as  Lite  iJutca  Ectory  at  Chinturra  had  given  fe 
<■  curity  to  indemnity  the  Englifh  lor  the  damage  they  had  i ul 

*  tained.  See  the  Review  of  the  Reign  of  George  11. 
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Flawke,  who  had  feveral  times  infulted  the  Breft 

;ecC  b7  ;'is  cruiZrrsi  was  at  length  driven  off  his 
r"'ll'n  tJov.  1 4,  by  a  violent  ftorm  :  upon  which 
.  onLans^who  had  never  ventured  to  come  out  and 
face  the  Fnglifii  admiral,  lcized  that  opportunity 
and  put  to  lea,  directing  his  courie  to  Vunnes.  As 
loon  as  admiral  Hawke  was  informed  of  it  he  in- 
ftantly  put  to  fea  in  quell  of  him  •,  and  judging  from 
the  defign  oi  the  invafion  that  Confians  had  lleered 
for  Vannes,  came  up  with  him  (Nov.  20,  offBelle- 
it  blew  a  tc;  ribie  ftorm  ;  the  waves  ran  moun¬ 
tains^  high  ;  the  pi 'ots  were  ignorant  of  the  coaft, 
which  was  eveiy  where  filled  with  rocks,  finds  and 
f<ijal>;  yet  the  biave  Fnglifh  admiral  reiolved  to 
he  knew  tne  importance  of  fuch  a  victory  *,  he 
was  fenfible  that  the  war  was  put  to  the  iffue  of  this 
event ;  and  amid  ail  the  horrors  of  two  enraged 
elements  lie  began  a  furious  engagement.  Two 
French  fhips  were  funk,  and  every  foul  perilhed ; 
a  third  was  taken.  1  he  enemy  made  but  a  fhort 
re  fid  an  ce ;  they  prefently  fled  on  all  Tides,  and  night 
faved  them  from  utier  deftrudlion  ;  leven  fliips,  by- 
throwing  their  guns  overboard,  efcaped  up  the  river 
\  iilaine ;  great  part  of  the  reft  got  out  to  fea  •,  but 
Confians,  with  a  few  others,  which  in  the  time  of 
contuhon  anu  uproar  knew  not  where  to  run,  caff 
2nchor  among  the  Englilh  fleet.  The  night  was 
the  mad  terrible  that  can  be  conceived  ;  the  wind 
blew  a  violent  ftorm  ;  it  was  pitchy  darknefs,  and  a 
dangerous  coau  on  every  fide.  Diitrels  guns  were 
fired  all  night,  but  nobody  could  tel!  whether  they 
came  from  friend  or  enemy  ;  and  the  dangers  made 
the  hearers  unable  to  give  affiftance.  In  die  morn¬ 
ing  they  found  one  of  the  Englilh  fhips  wrecked  ; 
at  the  fame  time  the  French  "admiral  difeovered 
where  he  was,  and  ran  his  fhip  a-fhore,  where  flic 
was  burned  by  the  victors.  Thus  was  defeated  that 
boalled  project  of  an  invafion  ;  and  the  French 
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naval  power  fo  broken  and  difpirited,  as  never  -o 
attempt  any  thing  more  during  the  adminiftration 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  Thurot  for  a  little  time  had  better 
fortune  than  Conflans.  After  he  had  efcaped  out  of 
Dunkirk,  he  took  refuge  in  Norway  from  the  tem- 
pettuous  weather  •  which  at  length  being  over,  he 
put  to  lea  again,  and  landed  in  Scotland*,  where  he 
met  with  a  very  cordial  reception,  and  being  in  great 
need  of  refrefhments,  was  furmfhed  with  the  belt 
tnat  tne  country  afforded.  He  then  proceeded  to 
Ireland,  and  landed  near  Carrickfergus  :  the  garri- 
fon  of  which  he  obliged  to  furrender*;  but  hearing 
that  a  body  of  troops  were  marching  again!!  him, 
he  inftantly  reimbarked  and  put  to  lea.  Captain 
Elliot,  who  was  at  Kinfale  with  three  frigates,  being 
informed  of  his  operations  diredtly  failed  in  queft 
of  him.  Thele  commanders,  who  were  nearly  of 
equal  force,  came  to  an  engagement  (Feb.  21, 
1760)  off  the  Ifle  of  Man;  in  which  Thurot  was 
killed  and  his  three  fhips  taken. 

We  will  now  turn  to  the  affairs  of  Germany. 
The  king  of  Pruffia,  notwithstanding  his  numerous 
Ioffes,  was  (bill  powerful.  He  prepared  to  make 
head  again!!  his  enemies  on  all  tides.  He  pol!ed 

This  defcent  indantly  fpread  an  alarm  along  the  north- welt 
coaft  of  England,  1  he  large  nd  opulent  town  of  Liverpool, 
in  particular,  had  reafon  to  dread  a  lurprize  ;  which  is  extremely 
practicable  by  either  land  or  lea,  the  harbour  and  town  being- 
entirely  defe ncelefs.  The  mercantile  inhabitants,  of  which 
the  town  chiefly  confifts,  at  their  own  expence,  with  a  foirit 
truly  laudable  and  patriotic,  directly  armed  and  formed  them- 
ieives  into  bodies  for  its  prote&ion  ;  and  they  mounted  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  heavy  cannon  in  different  batteries,  fo  dif- 
polea  as  to  defend  the  harbour  from  the  entrance  of  an  enemy 
In  fhort  they  took  every  precau don,  which  prudence  could 
lugged  ;  and  they  were  vigilant  and  indefatigable  in  all  heir 
preparations  of  defence  and  manoevres  cf  dilcipline.  Such  con- 
du^  and  zeal  were  truly  commendable  ;  they  were  examples  of 
courage  and  ardour  worthy  of  being  imitated  ;■  and  Inch  as 
would  have  done  real  honour  to  the  barrier  towns  of  the  Roman 
empire,  in  tne  molt  virtuous  and  heroic  times  of  that  republic. 
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prince  Henry  in  Saxony  to  find  work  for  the  army 
of  the  empire.  He  took  cognizance  of  marfhaf 
Daun  himfelf ;  and  in  Silefia  he  had  a  body  of 
troops  to  oppofe  the  Ruffians.  In  the  month  of 
February  this  corps  entered  Poland,  and  deftroyed 
the  Ruffian  magazines  there.  In  April  prince 
Henry  Tallied  out  of  Saxony,  and  drove  the  army 
of  the  empire  into  Voightland,  which  fpread  an 
alarm  even  to  the  French  camp;  he  gained  other 
advantages  and  raifed  contributions.  The  king  of 
Pruffia  and  marfhal  Daun  watched  each  other  with 
thegreateft  eagernefs,  to  feize  the  critical  moment 
of  advantage.  The  emprefs-queen  finding  her  arms 
not  likely  to  overbalance  her  antagonift,  and  im¬ 
patient  for  his  deftruction,  repeatedly  urged  the 
affiftance  of  the  Ruffians  by  her  minifter  at  Peterf- 
burgh.  Notwithftanding  the  Ruffian  magazines 
had  been  deftroyed  ;  yet  that  power  being  replete 
with  refources,  loon  repaired  the  lofs ;  and  its  nu¬ 
merous  lavage  army,  now  commanded  by  count 
Sokikoff,  entered  the  Pruffian  territories.  Count 
Dohna,  who  commanded  the  Pruffian  troops  op- 
pofed  to  them,  contented  himfelf  with  harraffing 
and  impeding  their  motions.  The  king  of  Pruffia, 
who  was  impatient  for  adtion,  dilapproved  of  this 
condudt;  upon  which  the  count  refigned  ;  and  ge¬ 
neral  Wedel,  who  took  the  command  of  the  army, 
was  ordered  to  fight  the  Ruffians  at  all  events.  Pie 
obeyed  this  order,  and  with  30,000  men  attacked 
70,000  on  the  23d  of  July,  at  Zullichau,  near 
Crofien.  The  inferior  number,  after  maintaining 
a  defperate  conflict  feveral  hours  under  many  diffi¬ 
culties,  were  at  length  defeated  with  the  lofs  of 
8000  men.  This  mifearriage  exafperated  the  king 
of  Pruffia:  he  refolved  to  fight  the  kuffians  him¬ 
felf  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  he  feperated  from  his 
army  a  confiderable  corps,  with  which  he  marched 
to  join  WedePs  troops,  leaving  the  reft  with  his 

brother. 
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brother,  whom  he  called  out  of  Saxony  to  watch 
marihal  Daun  ;  but  that  general  perceiving  the 
king’s  intentions,  detached  general  Laudohn  witli 
12,000  horfe  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Ruffians,  and 
he  happily  affeded  his  jundion  with  their  army. 
The  king  of  Pruffia,  however,  refolved  upon 
fighting,  and  with  50,000  men,  the  mod  he  could 
conveniently  affemble,  on  the  12th  of  Auguft  he 
attacked  the  Ruffian  camp,  at  Cunnerfdorft  near 
Pranckfort.  During  the  firft  fix  hours  of  this  fu¬ 
rious  combat  he  made  a  conliderable  impreifion, 
and  the  enemy  ieemed  to  retreat.  At  this  minute 
he  fent  a  billet  to  his  queen,  containing  thefe  words : 

Madam,  we  have  beat  the  Rulfians  from  their 
4  entrenchments.  In  two  hours  expect  to  hear  of 
6  a  glorious  vidory.’  But  he  was  miftaken  ;  the 
Ruffians  had  onlv  retreated  to  more  advantageous 
ground.  He  relolved  to  force  them  entirely.  His 
generals  remonftrated  againft  it,  as  a  Rep  that  would 
be  deftrudive  of  his  troops ;  but  he  difdained  a 
vidory  in  imperfedion.  It  is  perhaps  his  greateft* 
foible  to  be  obftinate,  and  fometimes  fool-hardy. 
Here  both  were  manifeft.  He  made  leveral  def- 
perate  attacks  with  his  infantry,  which  before  had 
been  nearly  exhaufted,  and  every  one  of  them 
were  unluccefsful.  His  troops  were  fpent.  He  then 
tried  his  cavalry  :  they  did  all  that  men  could  do  *, 
but  their  efforts  could  not  dillodge  the  enemy  : 
they  lell  into  dilorder  •,  and  in  this  critical  moment 
the  Auftrian  cavalry,  which  had  been  hitherto  in- 
adive,  fell  among  them  and  compleated  their  dc- 
ftrudion/I  his  ft  ruck  a  terror  throughoutthe  remains 
of  the  Pruffian  army,  which  then  inftantly  fled  from 
the  field,  leaving  all  their  baggage,  cannon,  and  every 
utenfil  to  the  enemy.  T  his  was  the  moil  bloody 
battle  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  ever  feen :  at  lead 
19,000  of  his  beft  troops  were  flain,  befides  a 

confiderable 


i?59  (  122  ) 

contiderable  number  wounded  and  made  prifoners. 
When  he  quitted  this  horrid  fcene,  be  lent  another 
billet  to  his  queen  thus  expreffed:  ‘  Remove  from 
‘  Berlin  with  the  royal  family.  Let  the  archives 
*  be  carried  to  Poifdam.  i  he  town  may  make 
c  conditions  v/i.h  the  enemy.’  It  is  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive  the  confternation  this  produced  at  Berlin, 
am  id  ft  the  rejoicings  occafioned  by  the  firft  mef- 
fenger.  The  Ruffians  ioft  between  n  and  12,000 
men.  Next  day  the  king  of  Pruffia  retreated  over 
the  Oder,  and  collected  his  fugitives  :  he  drew  a 
train  of  artillery  from  Berlin,  and  loon  recovered 
from  his  diforder.  He  faw  with  joy  and  aftonifh- 
ment  the  Ruffian  general  forbearing  to  improve  his 
victory.  He  inltead  of  doing  that,  contented 
himfelf  with  joining  count  Daun  in  Lufatia,  and 
holding  confutations  with  that  general  •,  from  which 
it  has  been  ftrongly  apprehended,  that  the  fafety  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia  was  owing  to  jealouiy,  which 
is  at  this  time  fuppofed  to  have  arofe  between  them-, 
the  Auflrians  not  being  willing  the  Ruffians  fhould 
get  pofieOlon  of  Brandenburgh,  left  they  ffiould 
have"  more  territory  in  the  empire  than  was  con¬ 
fident  with  the  intereft  of  the  emprefs-queen.  In 
the  mean  time  the  army  of  the  empire  penetrated 
into  Saxony,  and  reduced  the  towns  of  Hall, 
Leipfic,  Torgua  and  Drefden.  The  king  of  Pruf¬ 
fia  fufpefting  the  Ruffians,  at  length,  intended  to 
take  Great  Glogau,  took  poft  in  inch  a  manner  as 
covered  the  town  •,  while  count  Daun  apprehending 
prince  Henry  deflgned  to  retake  Drefden,  made  a 
forced  march  in  order  to  five  that  capi  tal.  The 
Au  ft  nans  and  Ruffians  having  thus  separated,  the 
latter  began  to  retire.  The  king  of  Pruffia  being 
reler.fed  of  all  his  anxieties  on  that  fide,  and  hav¬ 
ing  recruited  his  army,  he  in  the  month  of  November 
detached  general  isincx,  witn  20,000  men,  to  cut 

off  count  Dauo’s  retreat,  into  Bohemia,  d  he  Aul- 
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trian  general  was  aware  of  the  defign,  and  he  fe- 
cretly  furrounded  Finch;  who,  upon  difeovering 
the  fnare  he  had  i alien  into,  made  the  moll  vigorous 
efforts  for  a  whole  dav  to  dilengao-e  himlelf ;  but 
at  length  finding  it  was  impofiible,  the  enemy 
having  fecured  every  avenue  in  the  (iron ge ft  man¬ 
ner,  and  on  every  fide  prefented  a  wall  ot  bayonets, 
through  which  it  was  madnefs  to  think  of  pene¬ 
trating,  he  on  the  fucceeding  day  was  obliged  to 
fu  rrender,  with  his  whole  army,  prilbners  of  war. 
While  the  Pruffian  power  was  daggering  under  this 
blow,  it  felt  another  a  few  days  after.  A  body  of 
Pruffians  were  poked  on  the  Elbe  near  MeifTen, 
which  were  vigorously  attacked  by  the  Aukrians, 
who  made  prifoners  between  3  and  4000.  In  this 
critical  lunation  tie  king  of  Prulfa  was  obliged  to 
folicit  affikance  ;  upon  which  the  hereditary  prince 
of  Bruniwic  was  detached  with  12,000  men  from 
the  allied  army.  This  prevented  M.  Daun  drawing 
any  advantages  from  the  diitn  fed  fituation  of  his 
enemy;  he  therefore  entrenched  himfelf  in  the 
krong  camp  at  Pirna  in  Saxony.  The  Pruffians 
then  went  into  winter-quarters,  and  the  hereditary 
prince  returned  to  the  allies. 

The  hopes  of  the  great  advantage,  which  had 
been  expected  from  the  allies  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign,  were  ruined  by  one  unfortunate  kroke* 
It  had  been  concerted  that  they  fhould  drive  the 
French  troops  from  Francfort,  which  they  had  ille¬ 
gally  feized,  and  by  which  they pofiefied  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  rivers  Made  and  Rhine,  whence  they 
drew  fupplies  and  reficfhmcnts.  For  this  purpole 
prince  Ferdinand  put  himfelf  at  the  head  ofabodyof 
troops,  and  advanced  to  execute  the  defign  ;  but 
the  duke  de  Broglio  poked  himfelf  in  a  very  krong 
manner  at  Bergen,  between  Francfort  and  Hanau. 
Prince  Ferdinand  finding  it  neceffary  no  force  that 
general  before  he  could  penetrate  to  Francfort,  or- 
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dered  the  prince  of  Yfenbourg  to  attack  him  ;  but 
•the enemy’s  intrenchments  were  impregnable;  the 
prince  was  (lain  in  the  third  attempt,  and  near 
2000  menwereloft:  upon  which  prince  Ferdinand 
ordered  the  troops  to  draw  off,  and  he  immediately 
joined  the  army.  Being  foiled  in  this  attempt,  he 
a<9:ed  upon  the  defenfive  :  while  the  French  army 
being  greatly  reinforced,  obliged  him  to  retreat : 
they  feized  feveral  towns  and  over- ran  the  whole 
country  :  they  looked  upon  the  conqueft  of  Ha¬ 
nover  now  as  an  abfolute  certainty.  During  this 
train  of  fuccefs  the  duke  de  Belleifie,  the  French  mi- 
pifter,  wrote  to  the  marfnal  de  Contades,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  army,  on  the  lubjedt  of  fecuring  their 
conqueft,  and  preventing  another  expu'fion  from 
Hanover;  and  for  this  end  propofed  the  molt  cruel 
and  unwarrantable  expedients.  Contades  refolved 
to  drive  the  allies  from  their  pofteiTion  of  the  courfe 
of  the  Wefer.  Prince  Ferdinand  law  his  defign, 
and  he  refolved  to  prevent  it.  The  French,  how¬ 
ever,  took  Minden  ;  by  which  they  in  fome  meafure 
gained  their  point;  but  a  llrong  body  of  the  allies 
Tying  entrenched  at  but  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
town,  and  clofe  to  the  river;  and  prince  Ferdinand, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  army,  being  very  near  to 
that  poft,  they  found  their  bunneis  not  effedtually 
done ;  nor  could  they  take  up  their  winter-quarters 
in  Hanover,  as  they  defigned,  unlefs  they  forced  that 
poft,  and  defeated  prince  Ferdinand.  To  accomplifh 
thefe  ends  Contades  refolved  on  giving  battle.  He 
ordered  the  duke  de  Broglio  to  attack  the  entrenched 
poll;  on  the  [ft  of  Auguft,  at  tout  ocDcu.  in  tnc 
morning;  which  he  accordingly  did,  but  found  it 
fo  ftrong  he  could  not  force  it.  Mean  while  Con¬ 
tades  advanced  with  the  main  army  to  attack  prince 
Ferdinand  in  front,  who  met  him  in  the  plains  of 
Minden.  The  allies  were  not  quite  prepared  for 
aftion;  they  were  partly  furprized.  Six  Bruilh 

and  two  Hanoverian  regiments  were  the  fir  ft  in  the 

field. 
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field.  Thefe  alone  maintained  an  unequal  and 
defperate  fight  with  the  whole  French  army ;  and 
with  the  affiitanceof  the  Britifii  artillery,  repulfed 
the  enemy  in  every  attack,  and  at  length  obliged 
them  to  quit  the  field  in  dilorder.  During  this  con¬ 
flict  orders  were  fent  to  lord  George  Sackville,  who 
commanded  the  Britilh  troops,  and  at  this  time  the 
cavalry  of  the  right  wing,  which  was  placed  behind 
a  wood  and  out  of  fight  of  the  action,  to  lupport 
that  little  corps  of  infantry*,  but  from  a  mifunder- 
itandingof  the  orders,  and  an  inconfiftency,  which, 
to  him ,  feemed  to  appear  in  them,  he  helitated  in 
the  execution;  by  which  the  cavalry  did  not  arrive 
time  enough  to  give  any  affiftance,  fuppofing  they 
had  been  wantedf .  Happily,  however,  this  was 
not  the  cafe.  The  French  retreated  with  great  pre¬ 
cipitation.  They  were  difpirited  by  the  check  they 
had  received.  They  abandoned  all  the  territory 
they  had  conquered.  Prince  Ferdinand  purfued 
them  and  laid  liege  to  Muniter,  with  the  reduction 
of  which  the  campaign  ended,  and  both  armies  fat 
down  juft  where  they  had  begun.  Thus  did  the 
fingle  exploit  of  but  a  handful  of  Britifii  foldiers 
deftroy  all  the  hopes  of  the  French  court  in  making 
a  conqueft  of  Hanover,  and  with  it  purchafing  the 
places  they  had  loft  in  Alia,  Africa  and  America; 
render  a  whole  campaign  fruitlefs,  by  which  a 
great  expence  and  many  lives  were  thrown  away  ; 
and  fix  an  indelible  ltain  of  difhonour  on  the  French 
arms.* 

During 


f  For  this  di (obedience  of  orders  he  was  tried  by  a  court- 
martial  in  I  ondon,  and  adjudged  unfit  for  future  fervice. 

*  The  Ioffes  which  the  French  had  fuftained  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  reduced  them  to  the  ncceflityof  Hopping  payment 
of  the  following  public  debts,  viz.  i.  I  he  three  kinds  of 
rents  created  on  the  pods  2.  Thofe  conftituted  upon  the  chelt 
•f  redemptions.  3.  The  coupons  of  bills  on  toe  fame  cheft. 

4. 
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During  the  winter  the  kings  cf  Great  Britain 

and  I  ruflia  made  oilers  towards  a  pacification  *.  but 
they  had  no  effect'.  i  lie  emprefs-queen  flili  hoped 
to  recover  Silefia  ;  and  France  fancied  ihe  had  prof- 
pedls  (though  but  vifionary  ones)  of  retaking  iome 
of  her  fettlements.f  In  the  month  of  November 
the  parliament  met.  As  the  enemies  had  rejected 
the  offers  of  peace,  it  became  juitly  necefiary  to 
pi  execute  the  war  with  vigour.  1  he  forces  amounted 
to  73,000  feamen  and  57,000  foldiers :  the  fupplics 
for  their  fupporr,  ana  all  other  neceffaries,  amounted 
to  fifteen  millions.  J  Such  was  the  aftonilhing  credit 
of  Great  Britain,  that  ihe  could  raile  this  immenfe 
lum  without  in  the  lead:  hazarding  her  reputation; 
ana  fuch  was  the  entire  confidence  of  the  people  in 
the  minifter,  that  they  freely  opened  their  purfes 
without  a  murmur;  certain  that  their  money  would 
be  appropriated  to  good  purpofes,  as  far  as  he 
could  dire  ft.  They  were  finished  in  the  highest 
degree  :  the  trade  of  the  kingdom  flourifhed  ;  com¬ 
merce  increaied  ;  riches  poured  in  from  every  quar¬ 
ter,  and  joy  and  gladnefs  fat  on  every  countenance: 


4.  Thofe  of  the  two  royal  lotteries.  5.  The  reimburfement  of 
bills  drawn  to  bear  on  the  fame  cheft.  6.  The  b  lb  of  the  two 
royal  lotteries.  7.  0  he  rents  created  or  the  two  ids  per  pound 
ol  the  tent  1  penny.  8.  The  reimburfement  of  the  capitals  of 
rents.  g.  1  he  payments  ofr  bills  difchargeable  in  nine  years, 
known  under  the  name  of  annuities.  io.  Thofe  of  the  new 
a&ions  on  the  benefits  of  the  farms.  1  1.  All  the  bills  drawn 
by  the  colonies  upon  the  government,  amounting  to  1,233,000k 
f  Tn  the  month  of  Auguft  the  king  of  Spain  died.  Tie  was 
fucceeded  by  his  brother  Don  Carlos,  king  of  Naples  ;  a  prince 
of  whom  the  world  had  formed  forne  good  opinions  ;  but  they 
afterwards  proved  miitaken  notions.  His  weaknefs  particu¬ 
larly  appeared  in  a  too  great  reliance  on  his  Italian  miniittr, 
who  is  a favourite*  and  has  been  wheedled  by  French  artifice. 

X  Mr.  Pitt  made  a  motion  in  the  houfe  of  commons  to  re¬ 
turn  thanks  to  the  iarviving  conquerors  of  Quebec;  which  bc- 
ing  agreed  to,  was  accordingly  done. 


there 
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there  was  peace  and  harmony  at  home,  and  an  un¬ 
parallelled  fuccefs  abroad. 

In  the  Fall  Indies  the  power  of  the  French  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel  was  totally  annihilated. 
Colonel  Coote  defeated  general  Lally  in  the  field, 
and  obliged  him  to  feek  refuge  in  Pondicherry. 
He  afterwards  laid  fiege  to  that  capital  *,  and,  with 
the  afliftance  of  the  fleet,  at  length  reduced  it,  ob¬ 
liging  general  Lally  with  the  garrifon  to  lurrender 
prifoners  of  war. 

In  America  the  entire  reduftion  of  Canada  was 
atchieved.  It  is  true,  indeed,  the  French  force 
which  remained  at  Montreal,  under  the  command 
of  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  the  governor,  made 
fome  efforts  to  regain  Quebec.  They,  early  in  the 
feafon,  while  the  river  St.  Lawrence  was  unnaviga- 
ble  by  the  ice,  marched  to  attack  Quebec  ;  and 
general  Murray,  who  was  appointed  governor  ot 
that  city,  marched  out  and  gave  them  battle  :  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  defeated,  and  the  French 
began  to  befiege  the  city ;  but  lord  Colville,  who, 
by  the  prudence  of  the  minifter,  was  ftationed  at 
Halifax  with  a  fquadron,  in  order  to  act  as  exi¬ 
gencies  might  require,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  thefe 
tranfadtions,  forced  his  way  up  the  river  St.  Law¬ 
rence  ;  upon  which  the  French  inftantly  abandone  d 
their  enterprize,  and  fled  to  Montreal  with  the 
greateft  precipitation.  General  Amherft,  who  con¬ 
ducted  his  operations  over  land,  advanced  to  Mon¬ 
treal  in  the  month  of  September.  M.  Vaudreuil 
having  no  refource,  nor  any  hope  of  afliftance,  in¬ 
ftantly  furrendered  to  him  the  whole  province  of 
Canada. 

The  naval  tranfaftions  during  this  year  were:  in 
the  Weft  Indies  commodore  Holmes,  who  was  on 
the  Jamaica  ftation,  took  two  French  frigates  and 
deftroyed  three  others,  which  were  deftined  to  con¬ 
voy  a  fleet  of  merchant  fhips  to  Old  France.  In  Eu¬ 
rope, 
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U)Pe>  fact  ftntioned  on  the  coafl  of  France 
blocked  up  all  the  French  ports,  and  thereby  put 
an  almoii  entire  flop  to  their  commerce.  Some  of 
oni  flaps  took  the  little  ifland  of  Dumet,  which 
proved  01  confiderable  fervice  to  the  fleet,  by  fur- 
nifhing  a  fupply  of  water,  which  had  been  hitherto 
font  by  t ran Iports  from  England,  at  a  great  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  nation. 

b '■*  Germany  affairs  ft  ill  continued  to  wear  the 
marks  of  rancour  and  inveteracy.  The  emprefs- 
queen  determined  to  exert  her  forces,  in  order  to 
recover  Silefia.  General  Laudohn,  with  50,000 
men,  opened  the  campaign  with  the  fiege  of  Glatz  ; 
but  finding  his  operations  expofed  to  much  annoy¬ 
ance  from  23,000  Pruflians,  who  were  at  Land- 
fhut,  under  the  command  of  general  Fouquet,  he 
railed  the  fiege,  and  attacked  the  Pruflians  in  their 
entrenchments  on  the  23d  of  June.  After  a  very 
warm  difpute  of  five  hours,  in  which  both  (ides  loft 
a  great  number  of  men,  he  at  length  forced  them, 
and,  except  about  4000  of  the  Pruflians  who  es¬ 
caped,  the  vanquifhed,  together  with  their  com¬ 
mander,  were  all  made  prifoners.  The  conqueror 
then  reduced  Giatz.  He  next  marched  to  Breflau, 
the  fiege  of  which  he  undertook  ;  but  prince  Henry 
of  Pruflia  advancing  di redly  to  its  relief,  obliged 
him  to  abandon  his  defign.  The  king  of  Pruflia, 
who  was  all  this  while  in  Saxony  watching  count 
Daun,  finding  that  the  enemy’s  great  pufh  was  in 
Silefia,  and  that  the  Ruffians  were  advancing  to 
join'  Laudhon,  in  order  to  reduce  it,  quitted 
Saxony,  and  marched  for  that  duchy  himfclf. 
Daun  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this  movement, 
than  he  followed  him  with  fuch  expedition,  that  in 
a  fliort  time  he  gained  two  days  march  on  him. 
The  king  perceiving  his  defign  fruftrated,  fuddenly 
returned  into  Saxony,  and  immediately  laid  fiege 
to  Drefden.  Daun  finding  himfelf  duped  by  this 
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ftratagem,  returned  likewife,  and  obliged  the  king 
of  Pruffia  to  raife  the  fiege.  The  affairs  <  r  Silefia 
now  becoming  critical,  the  Ruffians  being  en  the 
point  of  joining  Laudohn,  the  king  refolvcd  to 
march  into  that  duchy  at  all  events.  Daun  again 
followed  him  ;  but  the  king  gained  pofleffion  of  a 
ftrong  camp  atLignitz  •,  which  prevented  the  enemy 
gaining  any  material  advantage  over  him  at  that 
inftant.  However,  he  had  not  remained  long 
there,  before  he  found  himfelf  in  danger  of  being 

^  D  O 

lurrounded,  and  confequently  expofed  to  afurprize  : 
but  he  drew  his  enemies  into  the  fnare.  It  was  con¬ 
certed  to  furprize  his  camp,  in  like  manner  as  had 
been  done  at  Hokirchcn.  He  was  aware  of  it, 
and  therefore  flcretly  quitted  his  camp:  and  when 
general  Laudohn  advanced  to  the  attack,  lie  fell 
upon  him  unexpectedly  at  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and,  after  a  conflict  of  three  hours,  to¬ 
tally  defeated  him  with  the  iofs  of  8000  men.  The 
fcheme  being  thus  fruflrated,  Daun  turned  his  at¬ 
tention  another  way:  he  marched  to  Schweidnitz, 
and  laid  fiege  to  that  place.  The  king  followed 
him,  and  obliged  him  to  raife  the  fiege.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Ruffians,  who  could  not,  on  account 
of  Laudohn’s  defeat,  effeCt  their  junction  with  the 
Auftrians  in  Silefia,  entered  Brandenburgh,  and 
penetrated  even  to  Berlin,  where  they  levied  heavy 
contributions,  and  committed  the  moft  cruel  and 
horrid  ravages.  Notwithstanding  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty  had  gained  a  great  victory,  he  was  {till  en- 
compaffed  by  very  numerous  adverfaries  *,  the  army 
of  the  empire  was  in  pofleffion  of  Saxony  •,  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  were  on  one  fide  of  him,  and  count  Daun  on 
another*.  He  knew  not  which  way  to  turn,  till 

R  at 


*  In  tliis  uncomf  rtable  fituation  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
marquis  d’Argens  (author  ol  the  Jewifh  Spy)  a  native  of 
f  ranco  who  redded  at  l’erlin  under  his  protection,  in  which  is 
his  remarkable  pafiage,  confirming  the  opinion  of  the  candid 

and 
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at  length  hearing  that  the  Ruffians  were  in  pofief- 
iion  of  Berlin,  he  inftantly  marched  to  its  affif- 
tance.  But  the  Ruffians  retired  on  his  approach, 
and  marched  into  Silefia,  where  they  for  fome  time 
threatened  to  lay  fiege  toBreflau;  but  at  length 
they  retired  into  their  own  country,  after  having 
unfuccefsfully  attempted  the  reduction  of  Colberg. 
Count  Daun  had  followed  the  king  of  Fruffia  out 
of  Silefia.  The  king  having  reinforced  his  army 
with  the  troops  which  had  defended  Saxony  and 
Brandenburgh,  began  to  meditate  fome  important 
blow.  Daun  was  at  this  time  encamped  near 
Torgau.  The  king  refolved  to  put  the  event  of 
the  campaign  to  the  hazard.  He  attacked  Daun 
on  the  3d  of  November,  and,  after  four  vigorous 
aflaults,  forced  his  camp,  and  obliged  his  troops  to 
retreat  in  utter  confufion.  The  Pruffians  loft  about 
3000  men,  and  the  Auftrians  about  twice  that 
number.  This  defeat  obliged  count  Daun  to  call 


general  Laudohq  out  of  Silefia,  as  he  flood  in  need 
of  reinforcement,  to  prevent  being  drove  into  Bo¬ 
hemia.  Silefia  thus  reverted  into  the  hands  of  the 
Pruffians.  Both  armies  then  took  up  their  winter- 
quarters  in  Saxony,  and  matters  were  thus  put  nearly 
on  the  fame  footing  as  at  the  opening  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  The  noble  efforts  made  by  the  king  of 
Fruffia  had  foiled  all  the  attemptsof  his  adverfaries. 

The  French  grand  army  was  this  year  command¬ 
ed  by  the  duke  de  Broglio,  who  had  fucceeded 
to  that  poft  on  the  difgrace  of  M.  de  Contades. 


and  impartial  world,  that  the  French  by  attending  to  their 
German  engagements  loll  their  fettlements  in  the  diilant  parts 
of  the  world  :  ‘  Well,  my  dear  marquis,  what  is  become  of  the 
J  peace  with  France Your  nation,  you  fee,  is  more  blind  than 

*  you  imagined.  Thefe  fools  Irfe  Canada  and  Pondicherry ,  to 

*  fleaje  the  queen  and  the  czarina.  Heaven  grant  that  prince 
4  Ferdinand  may  well  reward  them  for  their  zeal.  The  officers, 
4  innocent  of  thefe  evils,  and  thefoldiers,  will  be  made  victims, 
4  and  the  illuftricus  offenders  will  fuller  nothing.’ 
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Befides  this  army  the  French  aflembled  another  of 
30,000  men,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to 
the  count  dc  St.  Germain.  -broglio,  intending  to 
penetrate  through  Heffe  into  Hanover,  made  feme 
motions  as  it  he  would  join  St.  Germain  for  that 
purpofe .  upon  which  prince  Ferdinand  refolved 
to  prevent  the  junction,  and  ordered  the  heredi¬ 
tary  prince,  with  the  advanced  guard  of  the  army, 
to  attack  the  enemy,  which  he  did  at  Cor  bach" 
and  met  with  a  fevere  repulfe,  however  he  toon 
after  retrieved  his  reputation  by  attacking  a  party 
of  the  enemy  at  Exdorf,  which  had  advanced  on 
the  left  of  the  allies;  Elliot’s  Englifh  light  horfe 
bravely  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  this  encounter. 
This  corps  of  the  enemy  were  routed  ;  but  Broglio 
did  not  feem  to  mind  thefe  addons  :  he  effetted'his 
jundtion  with  St.  Germain.  Flowever  that  officer 
conceived  a  difguft  to  him,  and  refigned  his  com¬ 
mand ;  which  was  given  to  the  Chevalier  de  Muy. 
Broglio  diredted  him  to  cut  olf  the  communication 
of  the  allies  with  Weftphalia,  while  he  entered 
Heffe.  De  Muy  took  poftncar  Warbourg,  where 
Prince  Feidinand  attacked  him  in  both  flank  and 
rear,  and  obliged  him  to  fly  in  the  utmoft  preci¬ 
pitation,  after  lie  had  loft  1500  men,  and  fonie 
cannon.  The  Marquis  of  Granby,  who  had  fuc- 
'Ceeded  to  the  command  of  the  Bntifli  troops  on  the 
refignation  of  lord  George  Sackville,  greatly  difbn- 
guifhed  himfelf  in  this  attack.  While  prince 
herdinand’s  attention  was  employed  here,  the  duke 
de  Broglio,  without  any  difficulty,  entered  Heffe 
and  took  Caffel.  To  make  amends  for  this,  the 
hereditary  prince  undertook  an  expedition  to  the 
Lower  Rhine,  where  he  fcoured  the  country  and 
took  Cleves .  he  next  mvefted  Wefel,  and  would 
have  taken  that  place  had  not  his  operations  been 
retarded  by  heavy  rains.  When  Broglio  heard  of 
this  adventure  he  detached  M.  de  Caftries  with  a 
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large  body  of  troops  to  drive  the  hereditary  Prince 
out  of  the  country.  Thefe  officers  came  to  an 
adtion  near  Campen,  when  the  French,  by  the 
advantage  of  the  ground  and  fuperiority  in  numbers, 
defeated  the  ailies,  who  loft  1600  men,  chiefly 
Britifh,  among  whom  was  lord  Downe.  The  here¬ 
ditary  prince  then  repaffed  the  Rhine  and  joined  the 
grand  army  *,  icon  after  which,  both  armies  went 
into  winter  quarters.  All  the  advantage  which  the 
French  could  be  faid  to  have  gained  by  their  two  ar¬ 
mies  this  campaign,  was  only  the  pofleffionof  Hefie. 

At  home  a  grand  expedition  was  fet  on  foot. 
Great  part  of  the  fummer  was  employed  in  making 
preparations  for  it.  A  confiderable  fleet  was  equip¬ 
ped  and  a  body  of  forces  affembled  to  be  put  on 
board  *,  but  unfortunately,  when  this  armament 
was  ready  to  fail,  his  majefty  George  II.  died  *,  an 
event,  which  inftantly  occafioned  the  failing  orders 
to  be  countermanded,  and  at  length  was  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  whole  defign  being  laid  afide. 

The  new  reign,  which  commenced  Oftober  25, 
produced  new  fervants.  H  he  earl  of  Holdernefle 
was  di Unified  from  his  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  the  northern  department,  and  fucceeded  therein 
by  the  earl  of  Bure,  who  was  previoufly  made  a 
privy  counfellor.  It  is  neither  prudent  nor  fafe  to 
proceed  from  this  remarkable  aera  to  the  end  of  Mr. 
Pitt’s  adminiftration,  with  that  truth,  candour  and 
honefty  which  ought  to  diftinguifh  a  review  of  the 
times.  But  future  writers,  if  they  are  Englifhmen, 
and  poffefs  that  open  freenefs  of  lentiment,  which 
is  the  honourable  charafteriftic  of  their  countrymen, 
having  Ids  to  fear,  will,  it  is  not  doubted,  give  to 
pofterity  an  impartial  account  of  their  predeceflfors, 

as  they  flourifhed  under  the  aufpices  of - ;  in  a 

period  which  the  prefen  t  race  of  men  have  gazed  on 
with  wonder  and  aftonifhment.  Mr.  Legge  was  next 
di Unified  (for  he  would  not  refign)  from  his  office 

of 
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of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  •,  he  difdained  to  pay 
lervile  court  to  the  inferior  abilities  of  a  prond,  ar¬ 
rogant,  infulting  Scot .  A  number  of  new  peers 
were  created,  which  the  people  did  not  behold 
without  apprehenfions  •,  becaufe  it  had  been  long  con- 
fidered  that  the  ariftocratical  part  of  government 
was  at  leaft  full  heavy  in  the  fcale  of  balance.  Pacific 
fentiments  being  nourifhed,  the  fpirit  of  the  war 
abated  ;  and  oppofition  to  a  wife  and  vigilant  admi- 
niftration  began  to  appear.  A  certain  fpeciesof  Scot- 
tijh  low  cunning  hypocrify,  tyranny  and  under¬ 
mining  craft,  flyly  ftole  into  many  places. 

The  allies  opened  the  campaign  in  February  1761. 
The  hereditary  prince  took  Fritzlar,  and  prince 
Ferdinand  pufhed  forward  in  a  rapid  manner  to 
retake  Caffe  1  before  the  French  army  fhould  be  re¬ 
inforced  ;  but  he  found  it  impoffible.  The  garri- 
fon  was  numerous,  and  held  out  vigoroufly.  The 
French  army,  commanded  by  the  duke  de  Broglio, 
approached;  upon  which  he  was  obliged  to  raiie 
the  fiege  and  retire.  A  fecond  French  army  was 
affembled  on  the  Lower  Rhine  under  the  prince  de 
Soubize.  Detachments  of  the  allies  for  fome  time 
haraffed  borh  thefe  armies,  and  did  them  confidera- 
ble  damage  :  upon  which  their  commanders  joined 
their  armies  and  refolved  to  give  battle  to  prince 
Ferdinand.  Accordingly,  early  in  th  morning  on 
the  1 6th  of  July,  while  he  was  encamped  at  Hoen- 
hover,  they  attacked  his  camp  but  he,  having 
information  of  tlum  defign,  gave  them  fo  warm  a 
reception,  in  all  their  attempts  to  force  his  poll,  as 
at  length  obliged  them  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  4000 
men  ;  the  Allies  loft  about  1200  men.  This  battle, 
which  the  French  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Fel- 
linghaufen,  feperated  their  two  armies.  It  was  a 
misfortune  to  the  French,  during  the  fevcral  cam¬ 
paigns  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  adminiftration,  that  their  ge¬ 
nerals  could  never  agree.  There  was  a  pique  be¬ 
tween 


tne  cattle  prince  Ferdinand  was  not  able  to  look 


Brogiio’s  great  army  alone  in  the  face  That 
general,  by  dint  of  his  prodigious  fuperiority,  and 
being  ftiinulated  to  letneve  his  late  diigrace,  took 
fomt  places,  penetrated  into  Hanove:-,  and  gained 
feveral  little  advantages  ;  but  prince  Ferdinand  by 
a  forced  march  approached  Call'd,  which  obliged 
Broglio  to  draw  off  in  order  to  protect  that  place. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  afted  upon  the  defenfive 
duiing  the  whole  campaign.  He  attempted  nothin^ 
himfelf,  nor  did  his  adverlaries  do  any  thing  worth 
mentioning.  The  Auftrians indeed  formed  afcheme 
for  furprizing  Schweidnitz,  which  they  e hefted  with 
very  inconfiderable  lofs.  This  was  called  a  furprize 
in  the  public  accounts  ;  but  private  ones,  which 
are  often  more  true,  affert  it  was  taken  by  trea¬ 
chery ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  it.  The  Ruf¬ 
fians  invefted  Colberg,  and  at  length  reduced  it ; 
but  they  did  nothing  elfe.  This  inactivity  in  Ger¬ 
many  is  accounted  for,  when  we  remember  that  a 
congrefs  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Augfburgh ; 

’""'a  negociation  was  let  on  foot  between  England 
and  France. 

Ha  ry  would  •  have  been  if  there  had  been  no 
other  Caufe  for  Britifh  "ftures  being  impeded. 
The  great  n  Miter,  who  hat  duced  the  power  of 
France,  law  his  :  fttience  in  the  ftate  declining  fait 
every  day.*  The  enemies  to  his  bold  meafures  envied 


his 


*  As  a  proof  of  the  oppofition  which  was  now  made  to  his 


meafures,  and  as  an  inflance  of  their  being  over  ruled,  it  is 
proper  to  inform  the  reader,  that  about  a  fortnight  before  he 
refigned,  he  urged,  and  even  infilled  on,  the  neceliity  there  was 
offending  four  ihips  of  the  line  to  Newfoundland  immediately. 


It 
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his  glory.  They  were  determined  upon  feizing 
the  reins  of  the  (late,  and  making  a  peace  upon 
any  terms :  no  matter  whether  for  the  interefl  of 
their  country,  for  that  was  a  thing  they  concerned 
themfelves  very  little  about.  Power  and  the  means 
of  plundering  their  country,  in  order  to  enrich  them¬ 
felves,  were  all  ttfey  aimed  at.  It  is  true  a  large 
armament  was  buffered  to  be  equipped;  but  fo much 
attention  was  bellowed  upon  the  oftentation  of  the 
year,  the  forming  of  bottoms,  procuring  parties, 
making  connexions,  buftlingfor  places,  &c.  that 
the  expedition  was  retarded  till  it  became,  at  length, 
too  late  to  fend  it  to  the  place  it  was  originally  in¬ 
tended  againll ;  upon  which  it  was  difpatched  to 
the  ifle  of  Belleilfe  on  the  coaft  of  France.  The 
fhips  were  commanded  by  commodore  Keppel,  and 
the  troops  by  general  Hodgfon.  A  landing-f  was 
effeXed  after  fome  oppofition,  and  the  troops  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  town  of  Palais,  which  is  the  capital. 
This  place  was  immediately  befieged,  and,  notwith- 
franding  a  very  flout  refiftance,  at  length  reduced. 

In  America  the  ifland  of  Dominique  was  reduced 
by  lord  Rollo,  who  was  conveyed  thither  in  the 
month  of  June  from  Guadaloupe  by  Sir  James 
Douglas.  Some  difturbances  happened  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians  in  North  America,  but  the  Britifh 
power  had  been  rendered  fo  formidable  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  they  were  foon  compelled  to  fue  for 

It  is  well  known  that  thofe  fhips  did  not  fail  ;  and  it  is  well 
known,  that  under  another  adminillration,  Newfoundland  being 
then  almolt  defencelefs,  was  taken,  and  our  merchants  fuliained 
a  lofs  which  fome  years  will  not  repair.  —  Whether  does  this  Jin - 
gle  ci  rc  u  in  fiance  refled  more  honour  on  Mr.  Pitt’s  forefight  and 
vigilance,  or  on  the  prudence  and  hone  fly  of  thofe  whooppolcd  him. 

f  To  the  honour  of  commodore  Keppel,  it  mull  be  obferved, 
that,  in  order  to  give  great  fpirit  to  the  failors  in  landing  the 
troop  ,  he  left  his  fliip,  and  went  in  his  barge  among  the  flat 
bottom  boats,  where  he  was  expofed  to  a  fevere  fire  of  the 
enemy. 


peace* 
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peace.— Let  it  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  laid 
uown  tne  plan  tor  taking  Martinico,  and  it  was 
begun  to  be  executed  when  he  refigned. 

Such  were  the  warlike  operations  and  glories  of 
Mi.  I  lit  s  adminillration.  Never  fince  the  days  of 
the  ellablilhment  of  monarchy  in  England,  has  fuch 
a  iuccelstul  wai  been  carried  on,  nor  fuch  a  power 
and  fpirit  exerted.  The  firft  great  merit  of  his  ad¬ 
minillration  lay  in  his  roufing  the  fpirit  of  the 
people,  in  banilhing  dejeftion  and  defpondency, 
and  iubftituting  joy  and  hope:  his  next  chief  praife 
is  in  reftoring  harmony  and  unanimity,  not  only  in 
the  king’s  council  but  in  parliament,  and  through¬ 
out  the  whole  nation:  and  his  laft  moll  important 
fervices  are. 

In  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  total  extirpation  of  the 
French  arms  and  influence  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
Bengal,  the  conqueft  of  all  their  fettlements  on  the 
coaft  ot  Coromandel,  and  every  other  part  of  the 
continent  in  Alia;  confequently  increafing  our  great 
trade  to  thatdiftant  quarter,  and  cauling  new  riches 
to  flow,  as  it  were,  from  new  worlds.  In  Africa 
the  reduction  of  Senegal  and  Goree,  putting  us 
into  entire  polTdnon  of  the  gum,  and  greatly  aug¬ 
menting  our  Have  trade.  In  North  America  the 
conquells  of  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St. 
John’s,  which  put  us  into  entire  pofiefiion  of  the 
filheries,  and  rellored  tranquility  to  Nova  Scotia; 
of  that  vail  and  extenfive  province  called  Canada, 
with  al!  its  exterior  forts  and  remote  boundaries’ 
which  have  not  only  put  us  into  entire  pofleffion  of 
the  fur  trade,  but  fecured  quiet  and  peace  to  all  our 
fettlements  in  that  part,  and  given  us  an  empire 
which,  for  extent  and  power,  may  be  improved 
beyond  conception  ;  it  likewife  commands  all  the 
interior  favage  countries,  lakes,  and  line  lands, 
which  good  policy  and  good  government  may  fo 

order 


(  1 37  )  i/6i 

order  and  manage,  that  they  may  bring  us  great 
additional  wealth  and  weight.  In  the  Weft  Indies 
the  reduction  of  Guadaloupe,  with  the  lefTer  iflands 
contiguous  to  it,  furnifhing  fuch  a  fund  of  wealth 
to  our  merchants  as  the  moft  exuberant  fancy  can 
fcarce  conceive,  and  yet  no  more  than  half  culti¬ 
vated.  T  he  conqueft  of  Martinico,  though  not 
made  during  his  adminiftration,  was  in  conlequence 
of  his  preparations  and  plan,  which  were  lo  un¬ 
erringly  laid,  that  it  was  almoft  impoffible  to  fail  of 
luccefs.*  The  navy  of  France  was  deftroyed  by 
repeated  victories ;  her  ports  were  continually 
blocked  up,  which,  together  with  the  conquefts  of 
her  iflands  and  fettlements,  ruined  her  trade.  Her 
coafts  were  feveral  times  infulted,  contributions 
levied  on  them,  her  fhips  burned,  one  of  her  har¬ 
bours  deftroyed  •,  and  thereby  the  terrors  of  an  in- 
vafion,  which  fine  had  fo  often  fent  over  to  Eng¬ 
land,  reverted  in  reality  upon  herfelf.  Belleifle, 
her  principal  and  largeft  European  ifland,  taken. 
In  Germany  all  her  efforts  baffled  and  fruftrated  ; 
notwithftanding  her  lending  there  every  year  great 
armies,  and  annually  paying  large  fums  to  feveral 
powers,  to  keep  them  in  alliance  againft  the  houfes 
of  Flanover  and  Brandenburgh. 

AVhen  all  thele  things  were  done,  and  France  was 
reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb  of  adverfuy,  flic  let  on 
foot  a  negociation  for  peace:  Ihe  began  by  refufmg 
the  payment  of  her  lubfidies  to  her  needy  allies  *, 
particularly  to  Sweden,  to  whom  it  was  told  that  the 
exhaufted  condition  of  France,  which  could  be  no 
longer  concealed,  made  her  unable  to  adhere  to  the 

S  letter 

*~  ■  *■ 

The  fuccecding  miniftry  would  fain  have  derived  great 
^erit  from  this  conejueit ;  but  the  candid  and  impartial  inllanrly 
cfpifed  thofc  pitiful  and  difhonell  efforts  of  extorting  praife  ; 
a5^d  though  they  readily  allowed  Mr.  Pitt’s  fuccefb>r  all  the  merit 
f  permitting  a  fleet  to  fail,  which  had  been  defined  and  prepa- 
rcd  before;  yet  they  would  not  buffer  the  unhallowed  hands  of 
iatlion  to  tear  the  laurels  from  his  brow. 
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letter  of  her  engagements ;  and  that,  therefore, 
ihe  de fired  peace  in  earned.  The  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Peterfburgh  then  agreed  with  France,  to  offer 
piopofals  to  renew  the  fnort  negociation  for  peace, 
which  had  abruptly  broke  off  lait  year.  Under  the 
mediation  of  Spain,  they  delivered  their  memorials  • 
in  London  on  the  lad  day  of  March.  Their  pro- 
polals  being  accepted  both  by  England  and  Pruffia, 
a  congrefs  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Augfbourg. 
But  the  difputes  between  England  and  France  being 
of  a  different  nature  to  thole  among  the  German 
powers,  it  was  agreed  that  they  fhould  be  previoudy 
fettled  by  a  feparate  negociation.  Accordingly 
minifters  were  fent  from  each  kingdom.  Mr. 
Stanley  went  to  France,  and  M.  Buffy  came  to 
England.*  But  France  did  not  trull  to  this  negoci¬ 
ation  : 


*  For  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  reader  we  ihall  give  the  heads 
of  this  negociation.  4  On  the  29th  of  July  Mr.  Stanley  de- 
4  livered  to  the  French  miniitry  the  ultimatum. ,  or  final  propo- 
4  fals,  of  England  ;  the  fubftanceof  which  is  as  follows. 

4  1 .  France  ihall  cede  Canada,  Cape  Breton,  and  the  itlands 
c  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  with  the  right  of  fiftiing-  on  the 
4  coalls. 

» 

4  2.  Whatever  does  not  belong  to  Canada,  Ihall  not  be  con- 
4  fidered  as  appertaining  to  Louifiana. 

4  3.  Senegal  and  Goree  ihall  be  yielded  to  England. 

4  4.  Dunkirk  ihall  be  put  in  the  condition  it  ought  to  be  in 
4  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and  on  this  cccafion  France  ihall 
4  be  reitored  to  the  privilege  allowed  her  by  that  treaty,  of 
4  fi filing  on  part  of  the  banks  of  Newfoundland. 

4  5.  The  neutral  iflands  ihall  be  equally  divided. 

4  6.  Minorca  ihall  be  reitored. 

4  7.  France  Ihall  evacuate  and  reftore  all  her  conqueils  in 

*  Germany. 

4  8.  England  ihall  reftore  Belleiile  and  Guadaloupe. 

4  9.  Diiputes  in  the  Fail-Indies  ihall  be  fettled  by  the  two 

4  companies. 

4  j  o.  The  captures  made  by  England  before  war  was  de- 
4  dared  fir al  1  not  be  reitored. 


1  \ .  1  ranee  ihall  not  retain  Oilend  and  Nieuport. 

12.  1  lie  cefi.it ion  of  arms  ihall  take  place  when  the  preli- 


4  minarics  are  ratified,  or  the  definitive  treaty  fiened. 

* 


f  * 
1 
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jn  :  ilie  was  fenfible  fhe  mud  facrifice  a  great 
deal;  therefore.  Are  looked  out  for  another  refource, 

S  2  and 


4  13.  Both  kings  fhall  beat  liberty  to  afliil  their  German 
*  allies. 

‘  14.  Prifoners  fhall  reciprocally  be  fet  at  liberty. 

‘  The  fubftance  of  France’s  anfwer,  dated  Auguft  is  this  : 

‘  1 .  France  will  yield  all  Canada,  but  infills  that  the  Roman 
4  Catholic  religion  fhall  be  tolerated  there,  and  that  her  fub- 
c  jeCls  fhall  have  liberty  to  difpofe  of  their  effedls,  and  retire. 

4  France  further  infiiis  on  the  right  of  hilling  in  the  gulph  of 
4  St.  Lawrence,  and  demands  lome  illand  near  it  on  which  to 
4  dry  her  hlh. 

4  2.  Prance  doth  not  pretend  that  what  is  not  Canada  is 
4  Louifiana  ;\but  demands  that  the  intermediate  nations  be- 
4  tween  Canada  and  Louiliana,  and  between  Virginia  and 
4  Louifiana,  fhall  be  confidered  as  independent,  and  a  barrier 
4  between  the  French  and  Englifh. 

4  3.  France  demands  Goree.  However,  M.  de  BulTy  fliall 
4  talk  about  this  point. 

4  4.  M.  de  Bully  fhall  alfo  talk  about  Dunkirk,  when  a  port 
4  is  agreed  on  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence  for  the  protection 
4  of  the  French  hlhery. 

*  5.  France  agrees  to  the  partition  of  the  neutral  iflands. 

4  6.  England  may  keep  Belleille,  and  France  will  keep  Mi- 
4  norca 

4  7.  In  confideration  of  the  reditution  of  Guadaloupe,  France 
4  will  evacuate  her  conqueds  in  Germany,  except  thofe  made 
4  on  the  king  of  Prulfia,  which  are  held  for  the  emprefs- 
4  queen. 

4  8.  France  accepts  of  Guadaloupe  as  a  compenfation  for 
4  her  celhons  in  North -America  and  Africa,  and  the  demolition 
4  of  the  works  at  Dunkirk. 

4  9.  France  agrees  that  the  Ead-India  companies  fhall  fettle 
4  their  differences. 

10.  France  infills  on  the  reditution  of  the  captures  made  be¬ 
fore  the  war. 

4  11.  France  never  intended  to  keep  Odcnd  and  Nieuport. 

4  i2.  The  term  of  ceafing  hofliiities  will  occafion  no  dif- 
4  ference. 

4  1  3.  If  England  will  withdraw  her  abidance  from  her  German 
4  allies,  France  will  do  the  fame  with  regard  to  her’s.  [1  his 
propofal  Mr.  Pitt  rejeCled  with  difdain.  lie  confidered  it  as  an 
attack  upon  the  national  integrity,  and  declared  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  was  unalterably  refolved  toiupport  the  king  of  Prullia  with 
cfkcacy  and  good  faith.] 


14.  The 
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and  Inc  found  one  in  Spain;  with  whom  fhe  tamper¬ 
ed  on  the  great  power  of  the  Engliih  in  America, 

urging 

1 4.  The  releafe  of  the  prifoners  is  well. 

An  An  aver  to  the  above  ultimatum  was  delivered  on  the  r  ft  of 
September  to  the  following  purport : 

‘  1 1  England  infills  on  the  full  and  entire  ceftion  of  Canada 
‘  a"d  ]ts.  aPPurtenanceS;  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  and  the 
4  iflands  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence ;  Canada  comprehending. 

‘  ??rer?rle  the  lme  of  limits  drawn  by  M.  de  Vaudreuii 
him  fell,  when  he  gave  up  the  province  by  capitulation,  on 

one  fide  the  lakes  Huron,  Michigan,  and  Superior  ;  and  the 
ai  line,  diawn  from  Lake  .Rouge,  comprehending  by  a 
winding  couife  the  river  Onabache  to  its  jundion  with  the 
-1°,  and  from  tnence  firetching  along  this  Jail  river  inclu- 
‘  lively  to  its  confluence  with  the  Mifliffippi.  The  Roman 
‘  Catholic  religion  fhall  be  tolerated  in  Canada :  the  inhabi- 
tants  may  (ell  their  efteds,  provided  the  purchafers  be  Britifh 
fuojeds  :  and  fhall  be  allowed  a  year  to  remove  elfewhere. 

2.  1  he  limits  of  Louifiana,  delivered  in  a  note  by  M.  de 
4  Lully,  cannot  be  allowed,  becaufe  they  comprehend  vail 
trads  of  land  which  Vaudreuii  comprehended  within  Ca¬ 
nada  ;  and  on  the  fide  of  the  Carolinas  they  comprehend  ex¬ 
tensive  regions,  and  numerous  nations,  under  England’s  pro- 
4  tedion.  ;  r 

\3-  EngNnd  fliall  keep  Senegal  and  Goree ;  but  if  France 
wid  fuggeft  any  reafonable  fcheme  for  fupplying  herfelf  with 
£  negroes,.  it  fhall  be  confidered. 

Dunkirk  fhall  be  put  in  the  condition  it  ought  to  be  in  bv 
4  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  France  fhall  be  refto red  to 
4  the  privilege  allevved  her  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  of  hlhmg  on 
4  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  arid  drying  lifh  there.  France 
4  moreover,  fhall  be  allowed  to  catch  hlh  in  the  gulph  of  St? 

4  Lawrence,  and  the  ifland  of  St.  Peter’s  fhall  be  ceded  to  her 
4  for  drying  them,  provided  fhe  abitain  from  fifhing  on  the 
cnaff,  and  ered  no  fortification,  or  keep  any  military  ei^a- 
4  blifhment  on  the  laid  ifland;  and  provided  that  an  Eno  lifh 
4  commiffary  be  allowed  to  refide  on  it,  and  Englifh  men  of  war 
4  to  vifit  it  from  time  to  time,  to  fee  that  the  above  ftipulations 
4  be  obferved. 

‘  v  No  alternative  for  the  neutral  (fo  called)  iilands  will  be 
4  accepted  :  but  the  partition  of  them  will  be  Hill  agreed  to. 

4  6.  Beileifle,  Guadalcupe,  and  Marigalante,  fhall  be  rc- 
4  ftored. 

4  7.  Minorca 
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urging  that  the  Spanifh  colonies  would  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Englifh,  if  the  French  power  in  Ame¬ 
rica 


4  7.  Minorca  fhall  be  reftored. 

/  8.  With  regard  to  the  evacuation  of  the  French  conquers 
*  in  Germany,  England  adheres  to  the  7th  article  of  her  ultima- 
‘  tum,  and  infills  on  the  reilitution  of  Wefel,  and  the  king  of 
‘  Prulfia’s  territories. 

‘  9.  England  will  hill  fupport  the  king  of  Prufia  with  vigour 
4  and  good  faith.  6 

‘  10.  The  reflitution  of  the  Ihips  taken  before  the  war  is 
‘  unjull  by  the  law  of  nations. 

‘  11.  England  trulls  to  France’s  declaration  relative  to  Ollend 
and  N'ieuport. 

‘  I2>  l3>  J4-  England  perfiks  in  what  (he  faid  in  her  ulti- 
4  matum. 

To  thefe  articles  France  replied  as  follows; 

‘  France  agrees  to  the  cellion  of  Canada,  but  afks  two 
‘  years  or  eighteen  months  for  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  to 
4  Fell  their  effects  and  remove.  And  defires  to  know  what 
4  England  underilands  by  the  appurtenances  of  Canada. 

2*  France  fields  up  Canada  with  the  limits  alfigned  it  by 
4  Vaudreuil  ;  but  infills  that  the  Indians  on  one  fide  of  the  line 
lhall  be  independent  under  the  protection  of  France;  and 
thole  on  the  other  fide  independent  under  the  protection  of 
England.  The  Engliih  traders  lhall  not  crofs  the  line  * 

4  but  the  Indians  lhall  beat  liberty  to  trade  with  both  nations.  ’ 

4  3.  France  will  cede  Senegal  and  Goree,  provided  England 
will  guaranty  to  France  her  fettlements  at  Anamaboo°  and 
4  Akra. 

4.  For  the  fake  of  peace,  France  will  demolilh  the  new 
works  of  Dunkirk,  fill  up  the  bafon  which  is  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving  Ihips  of  the  line,  and  dellroy  the  rope-walks.  The 
1  3th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  relative  to  the  fifhery, 

<  fhall  be  confirmed.  The  ifland  of  Miquelon  or  Michelon 
4  fhall  be  added  to  St.  Peter’s :  a  guard  of  50  men  lhall  be  kept 
4  on  thofe  illands  to  fupport  the  civil  magiilrate  ;  no  foreign 
4  Ihips,  even  Engliih,  lhall  be  allowed  to  touch  there ;  but  an 
4  Engliih  commiflary  may  refide  there. 

5.  The  neutral  illands  may  be  equally  divided,  provided 
4  St.  Lucia  be  part  of  the  lhareof  France. 

4  6,  7.  France  agrees  to. 

8.  F ranee  cannot  evacuate  countries  belonging  to  the  em- 
p refs  queen. 


*  9.  7  his 
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rica  fliould  be  wholly  annihilated.  The  Spanifh 
miniftry  took  the  alarm.  They  fancied  they  law 
danger.  The  due  de  Choifeuil,  the  French  minifter, 
was  indefatigable  in  this  affair  :  he  had  a  particular 
advantage  over  Mr.  Pitt :  his  influence  in  France 
was  every  day  increafing,  whilft  Mr.  Pitt’s  in  Eng¬ 
land  was  every  day  declining.  Choifeuil  at  length 
accomplifhed  his  aim.  A  treaty  between  France 
and  Spain  was  concluded  and  figned  at  Paris  on  the 
25th  of  Augufl ;  purporting  that  whoever  fhould 
declare  war  againft  one,  did  at  that  inftant  become 
an  enemy  to  the  other  3  and  they  bound  themfelves 
by  mutual  oath  to  affift  each  other  in  all  wars  of- 
fenfive  and  defenfive  •,  they  guarantied  each  other’s 
dominions  ;  and  their  natural  born  fubjeds  are  to 
enjoy  all  rights,  privileges  and  immunities,  &c. 
in  both  kingdoms ;  and  their  ambafifadors  at  all 
foreign  courts  are  to  live  in  perfect  amity  and  affo- 
ciation.  In  a  word  it  is  a  treaty  of  firm  union  and 
concord  ;  formed  by  ambition  to  deftroy  all  balance 
of  power,  and  for  ever  todifturb  the  peace  of  man- 
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c  9.  This  article  of  affifting  the  German  allies  requires  ex- 
1  planation. 

‘  10.  The  demand  of  the  fhips  taken  before  war  was  de- 
c  dared  is  fo  juft,  that  France  cannot  depart  from  it. 

*  11.  Whc-n  the  preliminaries  are  figned,  the  king  of  France 

*  will  give  it  under  his  hand,  that  he  never  intended  to  keep 
‘  Oftend  and  Nieuport. 

*  13.  The  two  Eaft-India  companies  (hall  finifh  the  negoci- 

*  ation  at  the  fame  time  that  the  negociation  of  the  two  crowns 
e  is  concluded. 

‘  14.  This  article  can  admit  of  no  difficulty. ’ 

France  having  thus  refufed  to  acquiefe  in  the  terms  offered  by 
England,  Mr.  Stanley  was  ordered  to  leave  Paris  :  but  it  has 
been  fhrewdly  fufpected  that  M.  Buffy  had  fecret  orders  not  to 
fign  this  ultimatum.  O11  the  contrary,  it  was  known  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  they  were  enemies  to  his  meafures  who  envied  his 
glory,  and  who  would  rather  lofe  all  the  advantages  he  had  pro¬ 
cured  to  his  eountry,  than  fee  it  made  great  by  his  means ;  and 
who  exerted  their  utmoil  ftrength  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
above  ftipulations,  to  whom,  more  than  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  framing 
vi  them  principally  belongs. 


kind. 
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kind.  This  is  what  is  called  the  family  compaB : 
it  was  concluded  in  fo  fecret  a  manner,  that  not 
above  one  or  two  perfons,  except  the  figners,  had 
for  fome  time  any  knowledge  of  it.  The  connexions 
between  thefe  two  branches  of  the  houfeof  Bourbon, 
were  not  rivetted,  when  Mr  Pitt  difcovered  the 
intentions  of  Spain  to  alTift  France.  It  was,  when 
the  plan  of  tire  feperate  negociation  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  France  had  been  fettled  ;  when  every  thing 
that  human  wifdom  could  forefee,  had  been  hap¬ 
pily  arranged  and  affixed,  in  laying  the  bails  of  the 
treaty,  that  the  machinations  of  France,  and  the 
defigns  of  Spain  were  difcovered.  M.  Bully  de¬ 
livered  a. memorial  fignifiying  that  the  catholic  king 
defired  to  fettle  his  differences  with  Great  Britain 
at  the  fame  time  that  France  did.*  Mr.  Pitt  in- 

ftantly 

*  Spain  demanded  the  rellitution  of  fome  captures  made  on 
her  flag;  a  privilege  to  fifh  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland; 
and  the  demolition  of  the  Lnglifh  fettlements  in  the  bay 
Honduras. 

It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  in  the  conferences  between  Mr. 
Pitt  and  M.  de  Bully,  the  Britifh  minilter,  with  a  dignity  and 
fpirit  becoming  his  character  a  d  the  greatnefs  ofhis  nation,  al¬ 
ways  treated  him  lhort :  he  faid  little,  and  what  he  faid  was  al¬ 
ways  final  :  he  left  no  room  for  prevarications ;  and  when  it  was 
attempted,  he  conllantly  withdrew :  he  diilrullcd  the  lincerity 
of  Bully's  intentions,  and  the  integrity  of  the  French  c  urt. 
'i  he  French  agent  was  thus  deprived  of  coming  at  the  fecrets  of 
England,  which  long  conferences  and  chance  exprellions  might 
give  him  fome  intimation  of.  M.  Buffy  then  let  himfelf  to  work 
another  way.  He  found  other  perfons,  who  received  him  with 
affability.  By  his  courtefy  and  addrefs  he  made  himfelf  agree¬ 
able  to  them.  Here  he  employed  his  dexterity.  He  threw  into 
a  farcallical  light  every  virtue  of  thofe  who  were  for  making 
the  molt  of  our  advantages  :  he  converted  refolution,  firmnefs, 
and  intrepidity,  into  quixotifm,  obftinacy,  and  infolence ;  dig¬ 
nity,  into  pride ;  and  manly  boldnefs  into  haughty  preemp¬ 
tion.  Bully  found  Mr.  Pitt  had  enemies;  to  them  he  gave  this 
doftrine;  and  they  fpread  it  abroad  with  uncommon  induftry. 
’i  hefe  at  the  time  of  his  reiignation  poured  out  a  torrent  of  low 
and  illiberal  abufe.  Men  of  eminence  and  rank  joined  with  un¬ 
governable  paflion  and  acrimony  in  this  factious  and  tumultuou 
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ftantly  took  the  alarm :  he  faw  the  infincerity  of 
r ranee  and  he  rejefted  with  difdain  the  offer  of 
negociating  *  through  an  enemy  humbled,  and 
almoft  at  his  feet,  the  difputes  of  his  nation,  with 
a  power  actually  in  friendfhip  with  us.’  He  re¬ 
turned  this  offenfive  memorial,  as  wholly  inadmif- 
fxble,  and  declared  that  any  further  mention  of 
it,  would  be  look  d  upon  as  an  affront  to  the 
crown,  and  incomparable  with  the  fincerity  of  the 
negociation.  At  the  fame  time  he  difpatched  a 
meflenger  to  lord  Briftol,  the  Englifh  minifter  at 
Madrid,  to  remonftrate  with  energy  and  firmnefs, 
the  unexampled  irregularity  of  that  court.  The 
Spanifh  miniftry  vindicated  their  proceedings  with 
France,  and  infinuated  their  attachment  lo  that 
kingdom.  Mr  Pitt  was  now  confirmed;  he 
clearly  faw  the  fecret  views  of  Spain  ;  and  he  faw 
that  the  artifices  and  expreffions  of  friendfhip  for 
Great  Britain,  were  only  made  ufe  of  to  conceal 
i  hole  views,  till  the  t>pamfli  treafure  from  the  Weft 
Indies  fhould  be  arrived,  and  then  the  king  of  Spain 
would  declaie  himfeif.  i  he  unfeafonable  interpo- 
fition  oi  Spain,  was  the  true  caule  of  the  negocia¬ 
tion  breaking  off.  All  other  matters  might;  per¬ 
haps,  have  been  fettled.  Mr.  Pitt  by  it  received 
an  incurable  fufpicion  of  thedefigns  of  France  and 
Spam.  After  which  it  was  impofiible  to  bring 
matteis  to  an  happy  iffue  :  therefore,  the  two  mini- 
fters  returned  to  their  refpedtive  courts  in  the 
month  of  September. 
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cry  .  they  wrote  with  a  malignity  that  would  difgrace  the  pens 
of  the  lowed  diegs  of  mankind  :  they  were  copious  in  forgeries 
of  the  moil  infamous  falfehoods,  in  order  to  furnifh  matter  for 
calumny  :  their  writings  were  replete  with  impofition  and  deceit. 
Will  not  aitei  ages  wonder  at  the  ingratitude  of  their  country¬ 
men  ;  and  will  they  not  recollect  that,  like  the  great  duke  of 
Mailoorough,  when  he  had  reduced  the  power  of  France  to  the 
lowed  ebb,  he  was  driven  from  his  pod,  and  fcandaloufly  re¬ 
viled  for  his  inedimable  fervices? 


Mr, 
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Mr.  Pitt  inftantly  prepared  for  war.  He  had 
already  provided  for  the  attack  of  Martinico;  and 
he  purpofed,  that  the  armament  fhould  go  from 
thence  to  the  Havannah  without  delay.  But  his 
grand  pufh  was  in  Europe:  it  was  his  immediate 
one.  He  was  fully  fatisfied  Spain  had  reiolved  to 
aflift  France.  He  had  received  intimation,  if  not 
a  copy  ot  the  treaty  of  union  between  them  :  he  law 
the  defigns  of  Spain  on  Portugal.  He  reiolved  to 
prevent  both  ;  not  by  the  cautious  and  tardy  fteps 
of  an  ambaftador  ;  but  by  an  early  appearance  of 
our  commanders  in  chief,  at  the  head  of  a  great 
fquadron,  on  the  coaft  of  Spain,  categorically  de¬ 
manding  the  fulleft  fecurity  and  fatisfaclion  of 
friend fh ip  and  neutrality  :  and  if  refufed,  inftantly 
declaring  inveterate  enmity  :  and  being  armed  with 
the  force  of  the  nation,  begin  to  deftroy  *,  to  ftrike 
terror  into  the  bowels  of  Spain,  to  intercept  the 
treafures  of  that  power,  and  thereby,  cutting  the 
Spaniard  off  from  his  nerves  and  finews  of  war,  pre¬ 
cipitate  him  into  his  own  lnare.  This  was  a  vigo¬ 
rous  refolution  ;  fuch  as  is  rarely  to  be  met  with  ; 
andluchas  will  be  an  illuftrious,  and  eternal  mo¬ 
nument  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  penetration  and  fpirir,  becaule 
time  proved  the  reftitude  of  it.  At  this  time  he 
wasbefet  by  opponents :  he  had  of  late  met  with  fre¬ 
quent  oppofiuons  to  his  lc hemes  •,  therefore,  when 
he  propofed  this  meafure,  he  declared  that  c  this 
4  was  the  time  for  humbling  the  whole  houfe  of 
4  Bourbon  *,  that  if  this  opportunity  were  let  Hip, 
it  might  never  be  recovered  •,  and  if  he  could  not 
4  prevail  in  this  inftance,  lie  was  refolved  that  this 
4  was  the  !a!l  time  he  fhould  fit  in  that  council. 

He  thanked  the  minifters  of  the  late  king  for  their 
4  lupport;  faid  he  himfelf  was  called  into  the  mi- 
niltry  by  the  people,  to  whom  he  confidered  him- 
4  fe  If  as  accountable  for  his  conduct;  and  he  would 
4  no  longer  remain  in  a  fituation  which  made  him 
refponftble  for  meafures  he  was  no  longer  allowed 
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c  to  guide.5  In  this  grand  and  leading  motion  he  was 
Supported  by  lord  Temple  *,  that  nobleman  had  been 
his  fellow  compatriot  and  coadjutor  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  adminiftration,  and  continued  fo  to 
the  end  :  all  the  reft  oppofed  it.  He  now  faw  his 
influence  in  the  ftate  entirely  at  an  end.  He  refolved 

j 

on  refiening:  his  motives  for  it  werefairand  honeft. 
They  were,  as  he  knew  himfelr  able  to  anfwer  and 
account  for  every  part  of  his  conduit  hitherto,  he 
thought  this  the  propercft  time  to  refign  his  truft, 
when  he  could  no  longer  be  ufeful  in  the  execmion 
of  it*,  but  mufteitherobftruit  and  embarras  ihemea- 
fures  carried  on  by  others,  if  he  oppofed  them  *,  or  fa- 
criflce  his  own  fame  and  honour  if  he  concurred  in 
them  contrary  to  his  own  conviction,  and  what  he  ap¬ 
prehended  to  be  the  intereft  cf  his  country.  Mr.  Pitt 
and  lord  Temple  immediately  refig  ned,  October  5, 
and  they  gave  to  his  m  jetty  their  .  eafons  in  writing. 
The  king  expreffed  his  concern  for  the  lofs  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  offered  him  any  rewards  in  the  power  of 
the  crown  to  beftow.  I  o  have  refufed  would  have 
been  infult.  Next  day  an  annuity  of  3000k  was 
lettled  on  him,  and  a  title  was  conferred  on  his  lady 
and  her  Hue.  Never  was  a  penfion  fo  well  beftowed, 
nor  nobility  fo  truly  merited.  It  is  a  fhame  any 
vindication  fhould  be  neceflary  for  the  acceptance 
of  the  reward.  He  did  not  take  it  as  penfions  are 
commonly  taken,  as  a  bond  for  the  receiver’s  future 
conduCt.  He  is  by  it  under  no  obligation  ;  it  is  no 
tie  upon  him.  It  was  given  as  a  recompence  for 
his  great  lervices.  What  man  of  fenfe  or  gratitude 
would  not  have  blufhed  for  his  country,  if  fuch 
a  minifter  had  retired  unrewarded?  1  he  fum 
was  inadequate  to  his  merit  ^  but  the  quantum 
was  regulated  by  his  moderation.  When  this  was 
fettled,  his  enemies,  the  enemies  of  their  country, 
with  their  numerous  adherents  and  defperate  afial- 
fins,  collected  and  poured  forth  all  their  fcurrility  and 

abufe, 


*  In  order  to  dear  nib  chamaei  in. in  t...i>  imputation  nc  lent 
the  following  letter  to  his  friend  in  the  city  ot  London. 

‘  Dear  Sir, 

c  Finding  to  my  great  furprize.  that  the  caufe  and  manner  o 
€  my  refigning  the  Seals,  is  grofly  mifreprefented  in  the  city 
c  as  well  as  that  the  moil  gracious  nd  fpontaneous  marks  of  his 

*  majefly’s  approbation  of  my  fervices,  which  marks  followed 
‘  my  refignation,  have  been  infamoufly  traduced  as  a  bargain 

*  for  my  foriaking  the  pub:ic,  I  am  under  a  neccllity  of  declar- 

*  ing  the  truth  of  both  thefe  fadts,  in  a  manner  which  T  am  fure 
‘  no  gentleman  will  contradidl.  A  difference  of  opinion  with 
c  regard  to  meafures  to  be  taken  again!!  Spain,  or  the  higheff 

*  importance  to  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  to  the  moil  ef- 
‘  feudal  national  intereils,  (and  this  founded  on  what  Spain  had 

*  already  done,  not  on  what  that  court  may  farther  intend  to  do) 

‘  was  the  caufe  of  my  refigning  the  Seals.  Lord  Temple  and 
‘  1  fubmitted  in  writing,  and  figned  by  us,  our  moil  humble 
1  fentnnents  to  his  majeily,  which  being  over-ruled  by  -he  united 

*  opinion  of  all  the  red  of  the  king’s  fervants,  I  re- 
figned  the  Seals  on  Monday  the  cth  of  this  month,  in  order 
not  to  remain  refponiible  for  meafures,  w  'ch  1  was  no  longer 
allowed  to  guide.  Mod  gracious  public  marks  of  his  m.t- 
jeily’s  approbation  of  my  fervices  followed  my  :  cognation,  they 
are  unmerited  and  unfolicitcd,  and  [  fhall  evei  be  proud  to 
have  received  them  from  the  bell  of  fovereigns. 

I  will  now  only  add,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  explained 
thefe  matters  only  for  the  honour  of  truth,  not  in  any  view  to 
court  return  of  confidence  from  any  man,  who  with  a  credu¬ 
lity,  weak  as  it  is  injurious,  has  thought  fit  hallily  to  with- 

*  draw  his  good  opinion  from  one,  who  has  ferved  his  country 

*  with  fidelity  and  fuccefs ;  and  who  juftly  reveres  the  upright 
and  candid  judgment  of  it,  little  folicitous  about  the  cenfures 
of  the  capricious  and  the  ungenerous.  Accept  my  fincercd 
acknowledgments  for  all  your  kind  friendfhip,  and  believe  ms 
ever  with  truth  and  ellcem, 

October,  1761.  *  My  dear  Sir, 

‘  Your  faithful  friend,  &c’. 

It  was  pretended  that  an  anfwer  was  wrote  to  this  letter,  but 
no  fuch  thing  had  ever  exigence. 

T  2  hi. 
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abufe,  in  which  they  infamoufly  traduced  his  reward 
into  a  bargain  for  deferting  his  country*,  in  order  to 
poifon  theminds  of  the  people, and  turn  themagainft 
him:  but  his  many  eminent  fervices  were  lo  en¬ 
graven  on  their  minds,  that  notwithstanding  every 
art,  the  utmoft  pains,  and  uncommon  cunning, 
their  opinions  and  reverence  could  not  be  eradu 
cated.  They  remembered  the  arra  famous  for 
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his  coming  into  the  adminidration,  and  under  his 
aufpices  refplendent  with  the  return  of  Britifh 
valour  and  iuccefs,  when  his  high  and  vigorous 
energy,  feconded  by  divine  providence,  molded 
party  into  concord  ;  and  raifed  that  tide  of  viftory, 
conqueit,  and  national  felicity,  which  carried  the 
arms  and  character  of  Great  Britain  to  the  hio-hed 
fummit  of  glory ;  moving  her  on,  crowned^with 
honour,  in  a  rapid  and  uninterrupted  feries  of  fuc- 
cefs,  to  the  fird  and  highed  feat  of  dignity  and 
fame.  Whoever  truly  confiders  the  date  of  things 
at  the  time  of  his  refignation,  will  not  wonder  at  his 
being  obliged  to  quit  the  helm  of  date.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  cities  and  incorporated  towns  in  Great  Britain 
prefented  him  with  addredes  of  thanks  for  his  bril¬ 
liant,  fpirited,  and  upright  adminidration.  Never 
was  minider  fo  univerfally  beloved,  nor  fo  univer- 
fally  regretted. 

The  glorious  and  immortal  victories  and  conqueds 
atchieved  while  he  guided  the  helm  of  date,  are  im¬ 
printed  in  indelible  characters  on  every  mind,  and 
will  remain  coreval  with  the  exidence  of  our  coun¬ 
try.  He  who  had  done  id  much,  the  people  thought 
it  fcandaious  to  revile.  T  here  is  no  period  in  our 
hidory  equal  to  his  adminidration :  no  minider 
ever  fhone  with  fuch  integrity  and  virtue.  He 
kept  no  levees ;  he  law  no  trifling  company  ;  was 
embarrafied  by  no  private  connexions ;  was  enga¬ 
ged  in  no  intrigue.  He  never  abided  his  power  by 
preferring  an  undeferving  perfon  :  he  delpifed  thofe 
idle  claims  of  priority  of  rank,  of  feniority  in  fitu- 
ation,  when  they  were  unfupported  by  fervices, 
which  alone  could  entitle  them  to  public  trud  :  he 
confided  in  ability  and  worth  wherever  he  found 
them,  without  any  regard  to  wealth,  family, 
parliamentary  intcred  or  connexion.  He  de- 
teded  corruption.  His  foul  was  above  meanefs  : 
little  arts  belong  to  narrow  minds;  his  was 
extendve,  and  foared  to  bufinefs  of  a  more  im¬ 
portant 


(  H9  )  i:6i 

Important  nature,  by  which  he  made  his  country 
great.  Like  a  true  Engliffiman,  he  was  open, 
bold,  free,  and  honeft.  He  was  punctual  in  his 
office,  and  fuch  was  his  attention  to  bufinefs,  that 
the  mod  minute  occurrences  in  it  paffed  not  with¬ 
out  his  examination.  He  had  wifdom  to 
plan,  and  courage  to  execute.  He  honoured  the 
people,  and  liftened  to  their  united  voice,  which 
he  was  never  afraid  to  bring  to  the  ear  of  his 
fovereign.  His  ability  and  wifdom  Ipread  terror 
throughout  the  enemy  ;  they  preferved  harmony 
with  our  allies,  and  the  faith  of  Great  Britain  was 
held  inviolably  facred.  He  exerted  the  power,  and 
preferved  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain  in  a  manner 
unexampled.  He  was  afraid  of  no  ftate  ;  would 
brook  with  no  affronts  was  ever  ready  to  relent 
injuries.  The  public  trealure  'he  applied,  as  far  as 
his  direction  extended,  to  the  public  interefb.  He 
never  fought  to  avoid  a  war,  in  order  to  apply  the 
fums  neceffary  for  carrying  it  on,  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  power  in  the  miniftry.  His  early  and 
vigorous  refolution  for  attacking  Spain  is  the 
ftrongeit  proof  of  it.  Confcious  of  his  own  honefty 
and  integrity  he  never  fought  to  conceal  any  part  of 
his  condudt ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  always 
ready  and  forward  to  lay  all  his  meafures  before  the 
public.  He  fpoke  his  mind  freely  on  all  occafions. 
He  neither  diffembled  norencouraged  diffimulation  *, 
and  yet  he  was  of  fuch  unffiaken  fecrecy,  that,  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  his  adminiftration,  he  gave  no 
opportunity  to  the  mod  willing  of  difcovering  his 
defigns  to  the  enemy.  In  his  hours  of  leifure  he 
converfed  with  men  of  knowledge  and  experience  : 
he  fought  information  •,  and  by  it,  together  with 
his  own  unwearied  affiduity  and  amazing  penetra¬ 
tion,  he  regulated  the  great  machine  of  govern¬ 
ment-,  ever  attached  to  the  interelf  of  the  people 
and  the  honour  of  Te  crown.  Tn  a  word,  he 
was  the  fpirit  of  the  war,  the  genius  of  England, 
and  the  comet  of  his  age.  I  N  D  E  X. 
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APPENDIX, 


CONTAINING 

A  Review  of  Mr.  Pitt’j  Conduct  until  he  ac¬ 
cepted  the  Office  of  Lord  Privy  Seal ,  and  was 
dignified  by  his  Sovereign ,  with  the  Titles  of 
Earl  of  Chatham ,  Vifccunt  Pynfent ,  (Ac. 

T'HE  preceding  pages  left  Mr.  Pitt  without 
fhare  in  the  adminiftration,  or  any  interefb 
in  the  cabinet-,  but  adorned  with  the  trophies  of 
his  great  and  matchlefs  conduct,  and  fully  pof- 
feiTcd  of  the  good  will  of  the  people  who  almoft 
idolized  him.  To  complete  the  plan  we  let  out 
upon,  it  will  be  pertinent  and  agreeable  to  pur* 
fue  this  great  man  in  feenes  of  a  ids  glaring  hue  ; 
but  in  which  his  extraordinary  talen  ts,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  his  integrity  and  love  of  his  country,  have 
been  manifcftly  confpicuous ;  thereby,  in  fume 
meafure,  fupplying  the  wiflied  for  elucidations, 
p.  132. 

Notwithflanding  the  calumnies  and  falfhoods 
induftrioufly  propagated  again (l  Mr.  Pitt,  for 
many  months  after  his  refignation,  particularly 
that  he  had  plunged  us  over  head  and  ears  in  a 
moll  definitive  and  expenfively  ruinous  continen¬ 
tal  war,  merely  to  gratify  the  predilection  of  his 
late  lovereign  and  his  own  ambition  •,  that  he  had 
fhown,  by  his  acceptance  of  a  pcnfion  for  him- 
le!f,  and  a  peerage  for  Jus  family,  what  kind  of 
fluff  he  was  made  of,  and  that  avarice  and  vanity 
were,  at  bottom,  his  prime  movers;  that  he  had 
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brought  us  into  the  moll  diftrefsful  ftate  imaging 
able,  and  had  now  forfaken  the  helm,  on  trifling 
fuggeftions,  when  his  aid  was  moft  neceflfary  to 
redeem  us  from  the  horrors  of  war,  the  load  of 
public  debts  we  groaned  under,  and  by  an  ho¬ 
nourable  peace,  to  pave  the  way  for  the  recovery 
of  internal  ftrength,  harmony,  plenty  and  tran¬ 
quillity  :  Notwithftanding,  I  fay,  this  torrent  of 
abufe,  the  people,  in  general,  (till  hailed  him, 
as  their  guardian  genius,  and  regretted  that  fo 
much  honour  and  virtue  could  no  longer  be  re¬ 
tained  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs. 
Lord  Egremont  fucceeded  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Lord 
Temple’s  poft  was  given,  after  fome  time,  to  the 
Duke  of  Bedford. 

The  new  Miniftry,  who  had  rejefted  Mr.  Pitt's 
noble  propofal  of  immediately  humbling  the 
Spaniards,  carried  on  an  idle  altercation  at  the 
court  of  Madrid,  by  their  ambaffador,  in  which 
fome  months  were  fooled  away  *,  and  not  till 
January,  1762,  declared  war  againft  Spain,  upon 
the  fame  reafons  which  had  been  over* ruled, 
when  urged  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Happy  for  them,  he 
had  left  fuch  a  fpirit  in  all  ranks  of  people,  fuch 
courage  blazed  forth  in  our  army  and  naval  de¬ 
partments,  that  a  time  could  not  prefent  itfelf, 
more  adapted  to  make  the  moft  vigorous  impref- 
fions  upon  the  enemy.  Meantime  Mr.  Pitr,  far 
from  endeavouring  10  impede  the  fleps  taken  by 
the  new  junto,  appeared  an  advocate  in  the  Houfe 
for  the  neceflary  {applies  for  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  and  the  fupport  of  Portugal,  then 
threatned  with  an  invafion  from  Spain,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  that  nation’s  attachment  to  England, 
and  refufal  to  join  in  the  Family  Compact.  The 
amazing  powers  of  his  underflanding  and  elo¬ 
quence,,  dif'played  themfelves  in  proving  the  ne- 
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ceffity  of  our  late  cxpences  and  connexion  with 
the  continent,  and  he  vindicated  the  glorious 
mealures  he  had  purfued  himfelf,  the  neceffity  of 
continuing  the  German  war,  and  of  aflifting  the 
King  of  Portugal.  He  enumerated  our  fuccefies, 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  the  immenfe  advan¬ 
tages  reaped  by  our  trade,  which  mult  more  than 
compenfate  our  great  expences,  and  thofe  ex¬ 
pences,  in  future,  he  was  for  contracting,  if  it 

could  be  done  without  contracting  the  operations 
of  war. 

In  Ihort,  he  not  only  thus  fupported  the  pre- 
fent  meafuies  in  Parliament,  but  in  his  private 
capacity  and  retirements  behaved  with  a  ferenity 
and  dignity,  and  fo  remote  from  factious  prac¬ 
tices,  as  proved  he  did  not  care  who  ferved  his 

country,  fo  fhe  were  but  well  ferved,  and  her  in- 
terefts  truly  confulted. 

It  was  now  thought  neceffary,  as  before  ob- 
ferved,  to  aCt  vigoroufly  againft  the  Spainards, 
for  which  purpofe  a  fleet  of  nineteen  fail  of  the 
hne,  under  the  brave  Admiral  Pocock  and  Com¬ 
modore  K<pp(  I,  failed  from  St.  Helen’s,  on  the 
5th  of  March  1762,  together  with  a  large  body 
of  troops  commanded  by  the  Ear]  of  Albemarle, 
with  frigates,  victuallers,  and  tranfports  in  pro¬ 
portion.  This  formidable  force  arrived  before 
the  Havannah,  on  the  23d  of  May,  the  army 
was  larded  on  the  7th  of  June,  the  Mora  caflle 
was  taken  by  ftorm,  July  30,  and  the  city  itlclf 
furrendered  on  the  13th  of  Augufl,  after  witncfT- 
ing  the  moft  extraordinary  valour  of  our  fea  and 
land  forces,  who,  amidft  a  great  mortality, 
feemed  to  defpife  not  only  hardfhips  and  inceflant 

fatigues,  but  death  itfelf,  in  all  its  moft  horrid 
forms. 
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This  conqueft  and  our  fucceffes  in  Portugal 
were  pleating  to  the  people;  but  they  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  news  with  that  confidence  and  cordiality 
they  were  accuftomed  to  iliew  when  Mr.  Pitt 
was  at  the  helm  :  fomewhat  they  thought  was  out 
of  tune,  and  only  their  favourite  could  put  mat^ 
ters  into  the  channel  they  wifhed  to  fee  them  in. 

Peace  was  made  however,  and  in  a  manner* 
and  on  fuch  terms,  as  every  man  may  be  fup- 
pofed  well  acquainted  with.  In  this  patched  up 
peace,  as  a  great  Statefman  *  faid,  “  The  union 
of  the  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon,  is  not  even  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  broke  ;  the  fifhery  granted  to  the 
former  will  prove  to  her  a  mine  of  wealth  ;  the 
Weft-India  fettlements,  which  are  reftored  to 
both,  will  immediately,  and  without  any  expence, 
put  their  commerce  upon  a  refpedlable  footing  ; 
and  in  a  fhort  time  furnifh  them  with  the  means 
for  maintaining  another  war ;  while  before  our 
acquifitions,  which  require  great  fums,  great 
improvements,  and  long  time,  can  be  made  even 
valuable  at  all,  we  fhall  have  this  dance  to  go  over 
again,  with  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  upon 
our  backs.” 

In  the  debate  upon  the  preliminaries,  Mr.  Pitt 
delivered  his  fentiments,  in  his  ulual  nervous 
manner,  in  a  long  fpeech,  which  laid ed  near  three 
hours.  Some  of  the  articles  he  approved  ;  but 
condemned  more,  particularly  thole  relative  to 
the  fifhery,  to  which  it  was  his  opinion  we  fhould 
have  a  foie  and  exclufive  right.  In  fine,  he  infilled 
that  the  terms  propofed,  were  inadequate  to  our 
fuccefies  and  acquifitions  during  the  war,  and  to 
the  expeditions  of  the  nation. 

Indeed,  Mr.  Pitt,  no  doubt,  had  extenfive 
plans  for  bringing  the  war  to  a  complete  dcdfiou, 

*  Mr.  Legge. 
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and  to  infure  an  honourable  and  lading  peace, 
which  muft  have  lefc  the  houfes  of  Bourbon,  al- 
moft  in  the  weak  ftate  they  were  in  a  century 
fince.  It  is  more  than  prefumption  that  we  de¬ 
clare  Mr.  Pitt’s  intention  was,  by  ceding,  or, fell¬ 
ing,  fome  of  our  American  conquefts  to  certain 
northern  potentates,  who  aimed  at  becoming 
maritime  powers,  not  only  to  iecure  a  loan  of 
a  large  body  of  troops  to  purfue  our  viftories 
but  by  their  dread  and  diftruft  of  the  old  pofief- 
fors,  firmly  to  unite  them  againft  any  future  at¬ 
tempt  of  the  enemy  to  extend  their  dominions 
beyond  their  old  limits.  By  this  management, 
he  would  have  prevented  the  want  of  recruits 
(who  then  truly  began  to  be  Farce  in  thefe  iflands) 
for  the  army  and  navy,  and  made  our  acquifitions 
.pay  us  for  the  expences  in  lubduing  them.  This 
i  am  convinced  was  partly  his  intention  :  What 
pity  it  is,  that  Faction  or  Favouritifm  fhould 
render  it  abortive ! 

The  people  in  general  juftified  the  opinion  Mr. 
Pitt  entertained  of  the  peace,  and  execrated  it 
without  mercy,  few  bodies  or  corporations  ad- 
dreflcd  upon  the  occafion,  that  were  not  under 
fome  particular  influence,  and  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  could  never  be  brought  to  give  it  the  fandfion 
of  their  approbation. 

One  of  the  addrefling  corporations  was  that 
of  the  city  of  Bath;  but  their  addrefs  being  Cent 
to  their  members,  Mr.  Pitt  anu  Sir  John  S  a- 
brighr,  to  be  prefented  ;  the  former  not  only  de¬ 
clined  that  office  ;  but  as  his  conlutue.its  dillered 
fo  widely  from  his  fentiments  of  the  pea~e  as  to 
think  it  adequate  and  honourable,  he  fignified  to 
his  friend  Mr.  Allen,  that  he  thought  it  not  pro¬ 
per  to  continue  their  reprefentative,  and  delited 
*  them 
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viiein  to  find  out  a  perfon  more  fuitable  againft 
the  next  general  eledion.  b 

Whatever  fquibs  were  thrown  out  againft  Mr. 
I  itt,  for  his  behaviour  on  this  occafion ;  to  me 
it  appears  to  carry  the  greateft  propriety.  A 
member,  whofe  private  judgment  differs  from  that 
of  his  condiments,  may  conftitutionally  refufe  to 
reprefent  them,  and  for  the  peace  of  his  own 
mind  ,t  becomes  his  duty  fo  to  do ;  and  furely, 
nothing  but  a  defire  to  curry  favour  with  the  mi¬ 
nuter,  could  prevail  upon  that  corporation  to  differ 
from  a  member  who  had  the  beft  lights  and  infor¬ 
mations,  whereas  they  could  only  be  fuppofed 
to  ace  and  think  from  common  report.  Peace 
be,  however,  to  the  manes  of  the  worthy  Mr. 
A  len  !  his  behaviour  on  this  occafion  could  onlv 
proceed  from  error  in  judgment. 

After  Lord  Bute’s  refignation  and  return  from 
Hairowgate,  finding  the  then  miniftry  not  agree¬ 
able  to  his  mind,  and  on  the  eve  of  thwanino- 
every  thing  he  might  propofe,  he  attempted  to 
cajole  Mr.  Pitt  into  a  coalition  with  him.  Never 
did  the  patriot  appear  more  highly  than  on  this 
occafion.  If  Lord  Bute  could  be  any  way  made 
xubiervient  to  the  interefts  of  his  country,  he 
would  have  facrificed  every  refentment  againft 
the  man  who  had  caufed  his  difmiflion,  and 
greatly  confented  to  feveral  interviews  for  that 
purpofe  ;  but  when  he  infifted  upon  introducing 
fuch  perfons  into  the  miniftry  as  he  knew  muft 
ftrengthen  an  undue  influence,  and  leave  him  to 
be  little  more  than  a  cypher,  he  nobly  broke  off 
the  negotiations,  and  reiolved  to  content  him- 
felf  with  ferving  rhe  publick,  who  ftill  adored 
him,  in  a  private  capacity,  no  doubt  remember¬ 
ing  the  poet’s  obfervation  : 

When 
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- - When  impious  men  bear  fvvay. 

The  poll  of  honour  is  the  private  ftatiorf. 

The  fame  exalted  conduit  appeared  in  the  fmall 
fhare  he  took  in  the  affair  of  Mr.  Wilkes :  no  con¬ 
nections,  no  influence  could  prevail  upon  him  to 
efpoufe  a  man’s  caufe,  who  had  afted  in  open  defi¬ 
ance  of  all  laws  human  and  divine;  yet  he  agreed 
with  his  noble  brother  in  fupporting  the  liberty  of 
thefubjeft,  (truck  at  in  his  perfon,  againftGeneral 
Warrants  ;  and  it  having  been  mentioned  in  the 
debate,  that  even  himfelf  had  iffued  fuch  War¬ 
rants  during  his  Adminiflration,  he  made  this 
reply,  which  would  alone  be  fufficient  to  render 
his  name  dear  to  the  nation,  and  to  all  honeft 
and  upright  men  :  “  That  they  were  againft 
<c  law  ;  and  that,  in  one  of  them,  he  conlulted 
his  friend,  the  Attorney-General  *  at  that 
u  time,  who  told  him  the  Warrant  would  be  il- 
“  legal,  and  if  he  iffued  it,  he  muff  take  the 
confequence  ;  neverthelefs,  preferring  the  ge- 
“  neral  l'afety,  in  time  of  war  and  public  dan- 
ger,  to  every  perfonal  confideration,  he  ran 
cc  the  rifk  (as  he  would  of  his  head,  had  that 
46  been  the  forfeit,  upon  the  like  motive)  and  did 
<c  an  extraordinary  aft  againft  a  fufpicious  fo- 
44  reigner  juft  come  from  France;  that  he  was 
<c  ready  to  anfwer  it  before  his  country,  if  they 
“  called  him  to  an  account  ;  and  that,  in  his  opi- 
“  nion,  the  apparent  neceffity  of  the  thing,  and 
4C  great  exigency  of  the  time,  mult  always  be 
ct  the  teft,  and  alone  vindicate  and  be  the  fafe- 
guard  of  any  Minifter,  who,  at  a  crifis,  ex- 
“  ceeds  the  known  laws  of  his  country.” 

The  negociations  with  Mr.  Pitt,  carried  on 
through  the  medium  of  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land, 
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Jand,  fucceeded  no  better  than  the  former ;  hs 
flill  had  his  conditions  clogged  with  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  colleagues  with  whom  he  could  not 
fafeiy  aft,  and  he  therefore  declined  to  engage 
in  the  Adminiftraiion,  which  was  the  caufe  of 
the  introduftion  of  the  late  Miniftry,  at  the 
head  of  which  were  the  Marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham,  and  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 

Thefe  gentlemen  had  many  arduous  talks  to 
execute,  and  many  of  the  premiers  being  young 
and  inexperienced,  little  was  expefted  from  them 
by  the  nation  in  general,  and  they  were  cried 
out  againft  as  the  tools  of-  the  Favourite.  Mr. 
Pitt,  however,  knowing  they  were  actuated  by 
a  defire  to  benefit  their  country,  and  to  reverfe 
the  abiurd  decrees  obtained  by  their  predeceftbrs, 
which  had  caufed  much  difcontent  and  diftrefs 
at  home  and  in  our  colonies,  upon  every  public 
trial  of  their  ftrength  heartily  joined  with  them. 
He  had  no  mean  referves  ;  and  though  not  con¬ 
fident  in  the  men  or  their  principles,  fo  far  as 
they  feemed  to  purfue  juft  and  equitable  mea- 
fures,  as  the  Proteftor  of  the  people,  counte¬ 
nanced  them  and  fupported  them. 

Of  this  he  gave  a  moft  remarkable  inftance, 
which  fhall  be  mentioned  prefently.  His  virtue 
had  previoufly  to  this  period  excited  the  parti¬ 
cular  notice  of  Sir  William  Pynfent,  a  Baronet 
of  a  very  large  fortune,  who  without  any  tye  of 
relationfhip,  or  any  connection  of  friendfhip, 
bequeathed  at  his  death  the  whole  of  his  pof- 
lefiions  to  Mr.  Pitt,  in  which  however  he  did 
no  act  of  injuftice,  as  all  his  relations  were  pro¬ 
vided  for,  and  have  fince  declared  themfelves 
perfectly  fatisned  with  the  will.  He  was  now 
raifed  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  independency,  as  would, 
confidering  bis  ill  health  and  infirmities,  have 
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induced  any  other  man  to  retire  to  the  foft  en¬ 
dearments  of  focial  happinefs,  untroubled  and 
unimbroiled  with  the  cares  of  the  public.  But 
Mr.  Pitt  difdained  eafe  or  reft  while  he  knew 
his  country  was  in  diftrefs,  and  that  the  gather¬ 
ing  clouds  of  inteftine  commotions  were  ready 
to  break  over  it.  He  therefore  took  the  gene¬ 
rous  refolution  to  appear  the  foremoft  in  the  field, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  nation  to  explore  and 
afiifi:  in  rectifying  the  late  fatal  miftakes. 

The  American  Stamp- ACt  was  confidered  by 
the  colonifts  as  a  manifeft  infringement  of  their 
liberties,  and  repugnant  to  their  charter-rights ; 
the  execution  of  it  in  many  colonies  had  been 
oppofed  with  fomewhat  of  a  licentious  fury, 
which  gave  the  fiends  of  that  act  room  to  cen- 
fure  them  as  a  rebellious  crew,  who  made  this 
aft  of  the  Legiflature  a  pretence  to  throw  oft 
that  dependency  upon  their  mother-country 
which  they  had  long  before  meditated. 

At  length  the  time  came,  when  the  approach 
of  the  grand  divifion  about  the  repeal  of  this 
adt  kept  every  one  in  iufpence*,  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
from  his  ill  ftate  of  health  had  not  for  fome 
time  attended  the  houle,  was  refolved  to  be  pre- 
fent  upon  this  occafion,  and  to  confirm  to  all  the 
world  that  he  was  the  unchangeable  friend  to  the 
liberties  of  mankind  and  his  country,  whole 
very  exiftcnce,  with  that  of  her  colonies,  he 
perceived  to  be  at  ftake,  and  thought  it  far 
preferable  in  the  Legiflature  to  recede  from  an 
imprudent  ftep,  than,  by  perfifting  therein,,  be 
obliged  to  fupport  it  by  fire  and  iword  againft 

her  tranfmarine  fubjcCts. 

Some  time  before  the  meeting  ot  parliament, 
a  report  had  been  artfully  propagated,  that  the 
miniftry  had  changed  their  minds  with  regard  to 
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£i  >.  Stamp- Adt,  and,  indead  of  repealing,  were 
refolved  to  enforce  it.  If  ,,  could  be  proved' 
that  this  report  did  not  come  originally  from  the 
favourites  of  a  certain  northern  nobleman,  yet 
it  was  certainly  much  indebted  to  them  for  its 
progrefs,  which  was  fo  great  as  to  affeft  the 
flocks. 

The  king’s  fpeech  to  the  parliament  on  the 
14th  of  January,  1766,  gave  fome  colour  to 
the  fuggeftion  ;  but  when  the  gentlemen  had 
fpoke  who  moved  for  the  addrefs,  and  who  fe- 
conded  it,  nothing  could  be  clearer,  than  that 
the  miniflry  perfifled  in  their  intention  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  repeal.  The  friends  of  the  late  mi¬ 
niftry  applauded  the  king’s  fpeech,  and  approved 
of  the  propofed  addrefs,  which,  as  ufual,  only 
recapitulated  the  fpeech. 

1  he  oppofition  took  great  offence  at  the  ten- 
dernefs  ot  expreffion,  that  the  two  firfl  gentle¬ 
men  had  made  ufe  of  concerning  America.  Mr* 
Nugent  particularly  infilled,  “  That  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  kingdom,  obliged  us  to  com¬ 
pel  the  execution  of  the  Stamp- A  ft,  except  the 
right  was  acknowledged,  and  the  repeal  folicited 
as  a  favour.  He  computed  the  expence  of  the 
troops  now  employed  in  America  for  their  de¬ 
fence,  as  he  called  it,  to  amount  to  nine-pence 
in  the  pound  of  our  land-tax  ;  while  the  produce 
of  the  Stamp-Aft  would  not  raife  a  fhilling  a 
head  on  the  inhabitants  of  America;  but  that  a 
pepper-corn,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  right, 
was  of  more  value  than  millions  without.  He 
expatiated  on  the  extreme  ingratitude  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  ;  and  concluded,  with  charging  the  mi¬ 
niftry  wfth  encouraging  petitions  to  parliament, 
and  inftruftions  to  members  from  the  trading 
and  manufacturing  towns,  againft  the  Aft.” 
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Mr.  Pitt  was  the  next  fpeaker.  Every  friend 
of  his  country  rejoiced  to  fee  him  again  in  that 
houfe,  and  m  re  fo  in  fuch  pert  Ct  ealth.  As 
he  always  begins  very  low,  and  as  every  body 
was  in  agitation  at  his  firlt  rifing,  his  intro¬ 
duction  was  not  heard,  till  he  laid,  I  came 
to  town  but  to  day  ;  I  was  a  ftranger  to  the  te¬ 
nor  of  his  m  jefty’s  fpeech,  and  the  propofed 
addrefs,  till  1  h  aid  them  read  in  this  houfe. 
Unconnected  and  unconfulted,  1  have  not  the 
means  of  information  ;  I  am  fearful  of  offend¬ 
ing  through  miftake,  and  therefore  beg  to  be 
indulged  with  a  fecond  reading  of  the  propofed 
addrefs. The  addrefs  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt 
went  on  • — “  He  commended  the  king’s  fpeech, 
approv  d  of  the  addrels  in  anfwer,  as  it  decided 
nothing,  every  gentleman  being  left  at  perfect 
liberty  to  take  fuch  a  part  concerning  America, 
as  he  might  afterwards  fee  fit.  One  word  only 
he  could  not  approve  of ;  an  early,  is  a  word 
that  dees  not  belong  to  the  notice  the  miniflry 
have  given  to  parliament  of  the  troubles  in 
America.  In  a  matter  of  fuch  importance, 
the  communication  ought  to  have  been  imme¬ 
diate  :  J  fpeak  not  with  refpeCt  to  parties ;  I 
ftand  up  in  this  place  (ingle  and  unconnected. 
As  to  the  late  miniflry,  (turning  himlelf  to  Mr. 

Gr- - lie,  who  fat  within  one  of  him)  every 

capital  meafure  they  have  taken,  has  been  en¬ 
tirely  wrong  ! 

“  As  to  the  prefent  gentlemen,  to  thofe  it  lead 
whom  I  have  in  my  eye  (looking  at  rhe  bench 
where  Mr.  Conway  fat,  with  the  lords  of  rhe 
Treafury)  I  have  no  objection  •,  I  have  never 
been  made  a  facrifice  by  any  of  them  Their 
characters  are  fair ;  and  I  am  always  glad  when 
men  of  fair  character  engage  in  his  majelty’s 

P  2  fervice. 
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fervice.  Some  of  them  have  done  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  afk  my  poor  opinion,  before  they  would 

Thefe  wi'l  do  me  the  juftice  to  own, 
1  ad vi fed  tnem  to  engage  }  but  notwithftandin^ 
— 1  love  to  be  explicit— I  cannot  give  them  my 
confidence-  pardon  me,  gentlemen,  (bowing  to 
the  mimflry,  confidence  is  a  plant  of  flow  growth 
in  an  aged  bofom  :  youth  is  the  feafon  of  creduli¬ 
ty  ;  by  comparing  events  with  each  other,  rea- 
lonmg  from  efleds  to  caufes,  methinks  I  plainly 
di (cover  the  traces  of  an  over-ruling  influence. 

i  here  is  a  claufe  in  the  aft  of  fettlement 
to  oblige  every  minifter  to  fign  his  name  to  the 
advice  which  he  gives  his  fovereign.  Would  it 
vveie  ooferved ! — I  have  had  the  honour  to  ferve 
ihe  crown,  and  if  I  could  have  fubmitted  to 
influence,  I  might  have  ftill  continued  to  ferve  ; 

out  I  would  noi  be  refponfible  for  others. _ I 

have  no  local  attachments;  it  is  indifferent  to 
Hie,  whether  a  man  was  rocked  in  his  cradle  on 
mis  fide  or  that  fide  of  the  Tweed.  I  fought 
for  merit  wherever  it  was  to  be  found.  It* is 
rny  boaft,  that  I  was  the  firft  minifter  who  looked 
i^r  it,  and  i  found  it  in  the  mountains  of  the 
north,  I  called  it  forth,  and  drew  it  into  your  fer- 
vice  an  hardy  and  intrepid  race  of  men!  Men, 
who,  when  left  by  your  jealoufy,  became  a  prey 
to  the  artifices  of  your  enemies,  and  had  gone 
n%h  to  have  overturned  the  hate,  in  the  war 
before  the  laft.  Thefe  men,  in  the  laft  war, 
were  brought  to  combat  on  your  fide  :  they 
ferved  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought  with  valour, 
and  conquered  for  you  in  every  part  of  the  world  : 
deteited  be  the  national  refleftions  againft  them  ; 

~  ( fu  y  are  un juft,  groundlefs,  illiberal,  unman* 
ly.  When  I  cealed  to  ferve  his  majefty  as  a  mi- 
iufter,  it  was  not  the  country  of  the  man  by 

which 
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which  I  was  moved — but  the  man  of  that 
country  wanted  wisdom,  and  held  principles  in¬ 
compatible  with  FREEDOM. 

46  It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  fince  I  have 
attended  in  parliament.  When  the  refolution 
was  taken  in  the  houfe  to  tax  America,  I  was 
ill  in  bed.  If  I  could  have  endured  to  have 
been  carried  in  my  bed,  fo  great  was  the  agita¬ 
tion  of  my  mind  tor  the  coniequences  !  I  would 
have  folicited  fome  kind  hand  to  have  laid  me 
down  on  this  floor,  to  have  borne  my  teflimony 
againft  it.  It  is  now  an  act  that  has  pafled — I 
would  fpcak  with  decency  of  every  a6t  of  this 
houfe,  but  I  mult  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
houfe  to  fpeak  of  it  with  freedom. 

I  hope  a  day  may  foon  be  appointed  to  con- 
fider  the  ftate  of  the  nation  with  rel'pedl  to  Ame¬ 
rica.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  come  to  this  debate 
with  all  the  temper  and  impartiality  that  his  ma- 
jefty  recommends,  and  the  importance  of  the 
iubjedt  requires.  A  fubjeft  of  greater  import¬ 
ance  than  ever  engaged  the  attention  ol  this 
houfe  !  that  fubjeft  only  excepted,  when,  near 
a  century  ago,  it  was  the  quelbon,  whether  you 
yourfelves  were  to  be  bound,  or  free.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  I  cannot  depend  upon  health  for 
any  future  day,  fuchisthe  nature  of  my  infirmi¬ 
ties,  I  will  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  at  pre- 
fent,  leaving  thejutlice,  the  equity,  the  policy, 
the  expediency  of  the  a£t,  to  another  time.  I 
will  only  fpeak  to  one  point,  a  point  which 

feems  not  to  have  been  generally  underftood - - 

I  mean  to  the  right.  Some  gentlemen  (allud¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  N - 1)  feem  to  have  confidered  it 

as  a  point  of  honor.  If  gentlemen  confider 
it  in  that  light,  they  leave  all  meafures  of  right 
and  wrong,  to  follow  a  delufion  that  may  lead  to 

deftru&ion. 
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cleftru&ion.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  kingdom 
has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  colonies.  At 
the  fame  time  I  affti  t  the  author  ty  of  this  king¬ 
dom  over  the  colonies,  to  be  fovereign  and  fu- 
preme,  in  every  circumftance  of  government 
and  legiflation  whatfoever— They  are  the  fub« 
jedfs  of  this  kingdom,  equally  intitled  with 
yourlelves  to  all  the  natural  rights  of  mankind, 
and  the  peculiar  privileges  of  Englifhmen. 
Equally  bound  by  its  laws,  and  equally  parti¬ 
cipating  of  the  conftitudon  of  this  free  country. 
I  ne  Americans  are  the  Tons,  not  the  baftards, 
of  England.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the  govern¬ 
ing  or  legifiative  power. — The  taxes  are  a  vo¬ 
luntary  gift  and  grant  of  the  commons  alone. 
In  leg  fiation,  the  three  eftates  of  the  realm 
are  alike  concerned,  but  the  concurrence  of  the 
peers  and  the  crown  to  a  tax,  is  only  neceflary 
to  ciofe  with  the  form  of  a  law.  The  gif  and 
grant  is  of  the  commons  alone.  In  ancient  days, 
the  crown,  the  barons,  and  the  cler.y  poll' fled 
the  lands.  In  thofe  days,  the  barons  an  the 
clergy  gave  and  granted  to  >  he  crown.  They 
gave  and  granted  whar  was  their  own.  At  pre¬ 
sent,  fince  the  difcovery  of  America,  and  other 
circumftances  pcrmitti  g,  he  commons  are  be¬ 
come  the  proprietors  ot  the  land.  The  c  own 
has  divefted  itfelf  of  .vs  great  chares.  T,  e  .  hurch 
(God  biefs  it)  has  but  a  pittance.  The  property 
of  the  lords,  compared  with  that  of  the  com¬ 
mons,  is  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  ;  and 
this  houfe  reprefents  thofe  common?,  the  propri¬ 
etors  of  the  lar  ds ;  and  thofe  proprietors  virtu¬ 
ally  reprefent  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants.  When, 
therefore,  in  this  houfe  we  give  and  grant,  we 
give  and  grant  what  is  our  own.  But  in  an  Ame¬ 
rican  tax,  what  do  we  do  ?  We,  your  majefty’s 

commons 
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commons  of  Great-Britain,  give  and  grant  to 

your  majefty,  what  ?  Qur  own  propercy  ? _ No. 

We  give  and  grant  to  your  majefty  the  property 
of  your  majelly’s  commons  of  America. — It  is 

an  abfurdity  in  terms. - 

“  The  diftin&ion  between  legislation  and 
taxation  is  eflentially  neceflary  to  liberty.  The 
crown,  the  peers,  are  equally  legiflative  powers 
with  the  commons.  If  taxation  be  a  part  of 
Ample  legislation,  the  crown,  the  peers  have 
rights  in  taxation  as  well  as  yourfelves:  rights 
which  they  will  claim,  which  they  will  exercife, 
whenever  the  principle  can  be  fupported  by 

POWER. 

“  There  is  an  idea  in  feme,  that  the  colonies 
are  virtually  reprefented  in  this  houfe.  I  would 
fain  know  by  whom  an  American  is  reprefented 
here?  Is  he  reprefented  by  any  knight  of  the 
fhire,  in  any  county  in  this  kingdom?  Would 
to  God  that  respectable  representatiom 

WAS  AUGMENTED  TO  A  GREATER  NUMBER  !  Or 
will  you  tell  him  that  he  is  reprefented  by  any 
reprefentative  of  a  borough  —  a  borough,  which 
perhaps  no  man  ever  faw — T  his  is  what  is  called, 

the  ROTTEN  PART  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION.  —  It 

cannot  continue  the  century. — If  it  dees  not 
drop,  it  muff  be  amputated. —  1  he  idea  of  a 
virtual  representation  of  America  in  this  houfe, 
is  the  moft  contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered 
into  the  head  oi  a  man-— It  does  not  deferve  a 
ferious  refutation. 

“  The  commons  of  America,  reprefented  in 
their  Several  ffemblies,  have  ever  been  in  pofftflion 
of  the  exercife  of  this,  their  conftitutional  r.ght, 
of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money.  They 
would  have  been  (laves  had  they  not  enjoyed  it. 
At  the  fame  time,  this  kingdom,  as  the  Supreme 

governing 
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governing  and  legiflative  power,  has  always 
bound  the  colonies  by  her  laws,  by  her  regula¬ 
tions,  and  reftriftions  in  trade,  in  navigation, 
in  manufactures-  -in  every  thing,  except  that  of 
taking  the  money  out  of  their  pockets  without 
their  content. 

“  Here  I  would  draw  the  line, 

Quam  ultra  citraque  nequit  confrere  rejlum 

He  concluded  with  a  familiar  voice  and  tone, 
but  fo  low,  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  diftinguilh 
what  he  faid.  A  confiderable  paufe  enfued  after 
Mr.  Pitt  had  done  fpeaking.—  Mr.  C — n — y 
then  got  up.  He  faid,  6C  he  had  been  waiting 
to  fee  whether  any  anfwer  would  be  given,  to 
what  had  been  advanced  by  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman,  referving  himfelf  for  the  reply  : 
but  as  none  had  been  given,  he  had  only  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  his  own  fentiments  were  entirely  con¬ 
formable  to  thofe  of  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man. — That  they  are  fo  conformable,  he  faid,  is  a 
circumftance  that  affeCts  me  with  molt  fenfible 
pleafure,  and  does  me  the  greateft  honour.  But 
two  things  fell  from  that  gentleman,  which  give 
me  pain,  as  whateve:  falls  from  that  gentleman, 
falls  from  fo  great  a  height  as  to  make  a  deep 
impreffion—  I  mult  endeavour  to  remove  it.  It 
was  objedted,  that  the  notice  given  to  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  troubles  in  America  was  not  early. 
I  can  allure  the  houfe,  the  firft  accounts  were 
too  vague  and  imperfeCt  to  be  worth  the  notice 
of  parliament.  It  is  only  of  late  that  they  have 
been  precife  and  full.  An  over-ruling  influence 
has  alfo  been  hinted  at.  I  fee  nothing  of  it — I 
feel  nothing  of  it.,  I  difclaim  it  for  myfelf,  and 
(as  far  as  my  difeernment  can  reach)  for  all  the 

reft  of  his  majefty’s  minifters,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in 

anfwer 
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anfwer  to  Mr.  C - y,  4C  1  he  excufe  is  a  valid 

one,  if  it  is  a  juft  one.  That  muft  appear  from 
the  papers  now  before  the  houfe.”  In  the  interim, 
Mr.  G — lie  had  recovered  himfelf.  He  avoid¬ 
ed  meddling  with  the  dodlrine  of  taxation  be¬ 
ing  confined  to  the  Houle  of  Commons,  and 
being  founded  on  the  free  gift  of  the  collective 
body,  through  the  medium  of  their  represen¬ 
tatives*,  neither  did  he  attempt  to  defend  the 
virtual  reprelentation  of  America  ;  but  began 
with  cenluring  the  prefent  miniftry  very  feverely, 
for  delaying  to  give  earlier  notice  to  parliament 
of  the  difturbances  in  America.  He  faid, 
41  They  began  in  July,  and  now  we  are  in  the 
middle  of  January  *,  lately  they  weie  only  oc¬ 
currences,  (the  word  ufed  in  the  king’s  ipeech 
on  the  17th  of  December)  they  are  now  grown 
to  difturbances,  to  tumults  and  riots.  I  doubt 
they  border  on  open  rebellion  ;  and  if  the 
doClrine  I  have  heard  this  day  be  confirmed,  I 
fear  they  will  lofe  that  name  to  take  that  of 
Revolution.  The  government  over  them  being 
dinolved,  a  revolution  wili  take  place  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  I  cannot  understand  the  difference  between 
external  and  internal  taxes.  They  are  the  fame 
in  effect,  and  only  differ  in  name.  That  this 
kingdom  is  the  fovereign,  the  lupreme  legifla- 
tive  power  over  America,  is  granted.  Ic  can¬ 
not  be  denied  ;  and  taxation  is  a  part  of  that 
fovereign  power.  It  is  one  branch  of  the  legi- 
flation.  Ic  is,  it  has  been,  exercifed  over  thole 
who  are  not,  who  were  never  reprefented.  It 
is  exerciied  over  the  India  company,  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  London,  the  proprietors  of  the  flocks, 
and  over  many  great  manufacturing  towns. 
It  was  exercifed  over  the  palatinate  of  Chelfer, 
and  the  bifhopricl;  of  Durham,  before  they  lent 

CC  any 
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any  representatives  to  parliament.  I  appeal  for 
proof  to  the  preambles  of  the  adts  which  gave 
them  reprefentatives ;  the  one  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  the  other  in  that  of  Charles  II.” 
Mr.  G — lie  then  quoted  the  statutes  exactly, 
and  defir ed  that  they  might  be  read  ;  which  be¬ 
ing  done,  he  refumed  his  difcourfe :  “  When  I 
propofed  to  tax  America,  I  afked  the  houfe,  if 
any  gentleman  would  objedt  to  the  right;  I  re¬ 
peatedly  afked  it,  and  no  man  would  attempt  to 
deny  it.  Protection  and  obedience  are  reciprocal. 
Great  Britain  protects  America;  America  is 
bound  to  yield  obedience.  If  not,  tell  me  where 
the  Americans  were  emancipated  ?  When  they 
want  the  protection  of  this  kingdom,  they  are 
always  very  ready  to  afk  it.  That  protection  has 
always  been  afforded  them  in  the  moft  full  and 
ample  manner.  The  nation  has  run  itfelf  into  an 
immenfe  debt  to  give  them  their  protection;  and 
now  they  are  called  upon  to  contribute  a  fmall 
fhare  towards  the  publick  expence,  an  expence 
arifing  from  themfelves,  they  renounce  your 
authority,  infult  your  officers,  and  break  out, 
I  might  almoft  fay  into  open  rebellion.  The 
feditious  fpirit  of  the  colonies  owes  it  birth  to 
the  factions  in  this  houfe.  Gentlemen  are  care- 
lefs  of  the  confequences  of  what  they  fay,  pro¬ 
vided  it  anfwers  the  purpofes  of  oppofition. 
We  were  told  we  trod  on  tender  ground;  we 
were  bid  to  expeCt  difobedience.  What  was 
this,  but  telling  the  Americans  to  ftand  out 
againft  the  law,  to  encourage  their  obftinacy, 
with  the  expectation  of  fupport  from  hence  ? 
Let  us  only  hold  out  a  little,  they  would  fay, 
our  friends  will  foon  be  in  power.  Ungrateful 
people  of  America!  Bounties  have  been  ex¬ 
tended  to  them.  When  1  had  the  honour  of 
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ierving  the  crown,  while  you  yourfelves  were 
loaded  with  an  enormous  debt,  you  have  given 
bounties  on  their  lumber,  on  their  iron,  their 
hemp,  and  many  other  articles.  You  have  re¬ 
laxed,  in  their  favour,  the  adl  of  navigation, 
that  palladium  of  the  Britifh  commerce;  and 
yet  1  have  been  abufed  in  all  the  public  papers 
as  an  enemy  to  the  trade  of  America.  I  have 
been .  particularly  charged  with  giving  orders 
and  inftru&ions  to  prevent  the  Spaniih  trade, 
and  thereby  (topping  the  channel,  by  which 
alone  Noith  America  tiled  to  be  fupplied  with 
cafh  for  remittances  to  this  country.  I  defy 
any  man  to  produce  any  fuch  orders  or  inftruc- 
tions.  I  difeouraged  no  trade  but  what  was 
illicit,  what  was  prohibited  by  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  I  defire  a  Weft-India  merchant,  well 
Known  in  the  city  (Mr.  Long)  a  gentleman 
of  character,  may  be  examined  He  will  tell 
you,  that  I  offered  to  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  advance  the  trade  of  America.  .  I 
was  above  giving  an  anlwer  to  anonymous  ca¬ 
lumnies  ;  but  in  this  place  it  becomes  one  to 
wipe  off  the  afperfion.5, 

Here  Mr.  Grenville  ceafed.  Several  members 
got  up  to  fpeak,  but  Mr.  Pitt  feeming  to  rife, 
the  houfe  was  fo  clamorous  for  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr. 

Pitt,  that  the  Speaker  was  obliged  to  call  to 
order. 

After  obtaining  a  little  quiet,  he  faid,  “  Mr. 

l  it  was  up  j  who  began  with  informing  the 
houf ,  7  hat  he  did  not  mean  to  have  ^one 

any  further  upon  the  fubjeeft  that  day;  that  he 
had  only  defigned  to  have  thrown  out  a  few  hints, 
which  gentlemen  who  were  fo  confident  of  the 
right  of  this  kingdom  to  fend  taxes  to  America 
might  confider  -  might,  perhaps,  refieft,  in  a 

0.2  cooler 
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cooler  moment,  that  the  right  was  at  leaft  equi¬ 
vocal.  But  fince  the  gentleman,  whofpokelaft, 
had  not  flopped  on  that  ground,  but  had  gone 
into  the  whole;  into  the  juftice,  the  equity,  the 
policy,  the  expediency  of  the  Stamp- Act,  as  well 
as  in  the  right,  he  would  follow  him  through  the 
whole  field,  and  combat  his  arguments  on  every 
point.’5 

He  was  going  on,  when  Lord  Strange  got  up, 
and  called  both  the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pitc  and  Mr. 
Grenville,  to  order.  He  faid,  “  they  had  both 
departed  from  the  matter  before  the  houfe,  which 
was  the  king’s  fpeech  ;  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  was 
going  to  fpeak  twice  on  the  fame  debate,  al¬ 
though  the  houfe  was  not  in  a  committee.” 

Mr.  George  Onflow  anfwered,  cc  That  they 
were  both  in  order,  as  nothing  had  been  faid,  but 
what  was  fairly  aeducible  from  the  king’s 
fpeech,”  and  appealed  to  the  Speaker.  The 
Speaker  decided  in  Mr.  Onflow’s  favour. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  1  do  not  apprehend  I  am 
fpeaking  twice  :  I  did  exprelsly  referve  a  part  of 
my  fubjedt,  in  order  to  lave  the  time  of  this 
houfe,  but  I  am  compell’d  to  proceed  in  it.  I 
do  not  fpeak  twice  ;  I  only  finifh  what  I  defign- 
edly  left  imperfect.  But  if  the  houie  is  of  a 
different  opinion,  far  be  it  from  me  to  indulge 
a  wifh  of  tranfgreffion  againft  order.  I  am  con¬ 
tent,  if  it  be  your  pleafure,  to  be  filent- - 

Here  he  paufed - The  houfe  refounded  with, 

“  Go  on,  go  on  he  proceeded  : 

“  Gentlemen,  Sir,  (to  the  Speaker)  I  have 
been  charged  with  giving  birth  to  fedition  in 
America.  They  have  fpoken  their  fentiments 
with  freedom,  againft  this  unhappy  adf,  and 
that  freedom  has  become  their  crime.  Sorry  I 
am  to  hear  the  liberty  of  fpeech  in  this  houfe, 
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imputed  as  a  crime.  But  the  imputation  fhall 
not  difcourage  me.  It  is  a  liberty  I  mean  to 
exercife.  No  gentleman  ought  to  be  afraid  to 
exercife  it.  It  is  a  liberty  by  which  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  calumniates  it  might  have  profited. 
He  ought  to  have  profited.  He  ought  to  have 
defifted  from  his  project.  The  gentleman  teils 
us,  America  is  obftinate;  America  is  almoft  in 
open  rebellion.  I  rejoice  that  America  has  re¬ 
filled.  Three  millions  of  people,  lo  dead  to 
all  the  feelings#,cf  liberty,  as  voluntarily  to  fub- 
mit  to  be  flaves,  would  have  b<en  fit  inflruments 
to  make  flaves  of  the  reft.  I  come  not  here 
arm’d  at  all  points,  with  law  cafes  and  aefts  of 
parliament,  with  the  ftatute  book  doubled  down 
in  dogs-ears,  to  defend  the  cauie  of  liberty  :  if  I 
had,  I  myfelf  would  have  cited  the  two  cafes  of 
Chefter  and  Durham.  I  would  have  cited  them, 
to  have  fhewn,  that,  even  under  arbitrary  reigns, 
parliaments  were  afhamed  of  taxing  a  people 
without  their  confent,  and  allowing  them  repre- 
fentatives.  Why  did  the  gentleman  confine 
himfelf  to  Chefter  and  Durham  ?  He  might 
have  taken  a  higher  example  in  Wales  •,  W  ales, 
that  never  was  taxed  by  parliament,  ’till  it  was 
incorporated.  I  would  not  debate  a  particular 
point  of  law  with  the  gentleman  :  I  know  his 
abilities.  I  have  been  obliged  to  his  diligent 
refearches.  But,  for  the  defence  oi  liberty  upon 
a  general  principle,  upon  a  conftitutional  prin¬ 
ciple,  it  is  a  ground  on  which  I  ftand  firm  ;  on 
which  I  dare  meet  any  man.  The  gentleman 
tells  us  of  many  who  are  taxed,  and  a;e  not  re- 
prefented.  The  India  company,  merchants, 
flock- holders,  manufacturers.  Surely  many  of 
thefe  are  reprefented  in  other  capacities,  as 
owners  of  land,  or  as  freemen  of  boroughs.  It 
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is  a  misfortune  that  mote  are  not  aftually  re- 
prefented.  But  they  are  all  inhabitants  ;  and, 
_a.s  iuch,  are  virtually  reprelented.  Many  have 
it  m  their  option  to  be  aXually  reprefented. 
as  hey  have  connexions  with  thofe  that  eleX  and 
they  have  influence  over  them.  The  gentleman 
mentioned  the  ftock-holders :  I  hope  he  does  not 
reckon  the  debts  of  the  nation  as  part  of  the 
rational  eftate.  Since  the  acceflion  of  Kin? 
William,  many  minifters,  fome  of  great,  othe« 

of  more  moderate,  abilities,  have’  taken  the  lead 
or  government.” 


.  He  c,hen  w^t  through  the  lift  of  them,  bring¬ 
ing  it  down  till  he  came  to  himfelf,  crivino-°a 
ihort  (ketch  of  the  charaXers  of  each  of  thlm. 
j  theie,5'  he  faid,  cc  thought,  or  ever 

dreamed,  of  robbing  the  colonies  of  their  con- 
ftitutional  rights.  1  hat  was  referved  to  mark 
the  aera  of  the  late  adminiftration :  not,  that 
there  were  wanting  fome,  when  I  had  the  honour 
to  ferve  his  majefty,  to  propoie  to  me  to  burn 
my  fingers  with  an  American  Stamp-AX.  With 
the  enemy  at  their  back,  with  our  bayonets  at 
■.heir  breafts,  in  tne  day  or  their  diftrels,  per¬ 
haps  the  Americans  would  have  fubmitted  to 
the  impofidon  but  it  would  have  been  taking 
3n  ungenerous,  and  unjuft  advantage.  The 
gentleman  boafts  of  his  bounties  to  America  1 
Are  thofe  bounties  intended  finally  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  this  kingdom  ?  If  they  are,  where  is  his 
peculiar  merit  to  America?  If  they  are  not,  he 
has  mifapplied  the  national  treafures.  I  am  no 
courtier  of  America,  I  ftand  up  for  this  kingdom. 

I  maintain,  that  the  parliament  has  a  right  to 
bind,  to  reftrain  America.  Our  legiflative^ower 
over  the  colonies,  is  fovereign  and  fupreme. 
When  it  ceafes  to  be  ioveregn  and  fupreme,  I 
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would  advife  every  gentleman  to  fell  his  lands, 
if  he  can,  and  embark  for  that  country.  When 
two  countries  are  connected  together,  like  Eng¬ 
land  and  her  colonies,  without  being  incorpo¬ 
rated,  the  one  muft  neceflarily  govern ;  the 
greater  mud  rule  the  lefs ;  but  fo  rule  it,  as  not 
to  contradict  the  fundamental  principles  that  are 
common  to  both. 

“  If  the  gentleman  does  not  underftand  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  internal  and  external  taxes,  I 
cannot  help  it;  but  there  is  a  plain  diftindtion 
between  taxes  levied  for  the  purpofes  of  raifing 
a  revenue,  and  duties  impofed  for  the  regulation 
of  trade,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fubjedl; 
although,  in  the  confequences,  fome  revenue 
might  incidentally  arife  from  the  latter. 

“  The  gentleman  afk%  when  were  the  colonies 
emancipated  r  But  I  defire  to  know,  when  they 
were  made  Haves?  But  1  dwell  not  upon  words. 
When  I  had  the  honour  of  ferving  his  majefty,  I 
availed  myfelf  of  the  means  of  information,  which 
I  derived  from  my  office  :  1  fpeak,  therefore, 
from  knowledge.  My  materials  were  good.  I  was 
at  pains  to  collect,  to  digeft,  to  confider  them ; 
and  I  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that  the  profits  to 
Great  Britain,  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies, 
through  all  its  branches,  is  two  millions  a  year. 
This  is  the  fund  that  carried  you  triumphantly 
through  the  laft  war.  The  eftates  that  were 
rented  at  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  threelcore 
years  ago,  are  at  three  thoufand  pounds  at  pre- 
lent.  Thofe  eftates  fold  then  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  years  purchafc  ;  the  fame  may  be  now 
fold  for  thirty.  You  owe  this  to  America.  This 
is  the  price  that  Ameri  a  pays  you  for  her  pro¬ 
tection.  And  final  1  a  milerable  financer  come 
with  a  boaft,  that  he  can  fetch  a  pepper- corn 
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into  the  Exchequer,  to  the  lofs  of  millions  to  the? 
nation!  I  dare  not  fay,  how  much  higher  thefe 
profits  may  be  augmented.  Omitting  the  im- 
menfe  increafe  of  people,  by  natural  population, 
in  the  northern  colonies,  and  the  migration  from 
every  part  of  Europe,  I  am  convinced  the  whole 
commercial  iyftem  of  America  may  be  altered 
to  advantage.  You  have  prohibited,  where  you 
ought  to  have  encouraged  *,  and  you  have  encou¬ 
raged  where  you  ought  to  have  prohibited.  Im¬ 
proper  refiraints  have  been  laid  on  the  continent, 
in  favour  of  the  iflands.  You  have  but  two  nations 
to  trade  with  in  America.  Would  you  had  twenty  ! 
Let  a6t$  of  parliament  in  confequence  of  treaties 
remain,  but  let  not  an  Englifh  minifier  become 
a  cuftom-houfe  officer  for  Spain,  or  for  any 
foreign  power.  Much  is  wrong,  much  may  be 
amended  for  the  general  good  of  the  whole. 

Does  the  gentleman  complain  he  has  been 
mifreprefented  in  the  public  prints?  It  is  a 
common  misfortune.  In  the  Spanifh  affair,  in 
the  laft  war,  I  was  abufed  in  all  the  news-papers, 
for  having  advifed  his  majeftv  to  violate  the  laws 
of  nations,  with  regard  to  Spam.  The  abufe 
was  induftrioufly  circulated,  even  in  hand-bills. 
If  adminiftration  did  not  propagate  the  abufe, 
administration  never  contradicted  it. 
I  will  not  fay  what  advice  I  did  give  to  the  king. 
My  advice  is  in  writing,  figned  by  myfelf,  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  crown.  Bu:  I  will  fay,  what 
advice  I  did  not  give  to  the  k:ng:  1  did  not  ad- 
vile  him  to  violate  any  of  the  laws  of  nations. 

14  As  to  the  report  of  the  gentleman’s  pre¬ 
venting,  in  fome  way,  the  trade  for  bullion  with 
the  Spaniards,  it  was  fpoken  of  fo  confidently, 
that  I  own  I  am  one  of  tiaofe  who  did  believe  it 

to  be  true. 
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The  gentleman  muft  not  wonder  he  was 


not  contradicted,  when,  as  the  fir  ft  minifter,  he 
after  ted  a  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America.  I 
know  not  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modefty  in 
this  houie  which  does  not  chufe  to  contradidt  a 
minifter.  I  wiffi  gentlemen  would  get  the  better 
of  this  modefty.  If  they  do  not,  perhaps  the 
collective  body  may  begin  to  abate  of  its  rcfpedt 
for  the  reprefentative.  Lord  Bacon  had  told  me, 
that  a  great  queftion  would  not  fail  of  being 
agitated  at  one  time  or  another.  I  was  willing 
to  agitate  that  at  the  proper  feafon,  the  German 
war :  my  German  war,  they  called  it.  Every 
feffions  I  called  out,  Has  any  body  any  objections 
to  the  German  war  ?  No  body  would  objedt  to 
it,  one  gentleman  only  excepted,  fince  removed 
to  the  upper-houfe,  by  fucceflion  to  an  ancient 
barony;  (meaning  Lord  le  Defpencer,  formerly 
Sir  Francis  Dafhwood)  he  told  me,  cc  he  did  not 
cc  like  my  German  war.3*  I  honoured  the  man 
for  it,  and  was  for ry  when  he  was  turned  out  of 
his  poft. 

“  A  great  deal  has  been  faid  without  doors, 
of  the  power,  of  the  ftrength,  of  America.  It 
is  a  topic  that  ought  to  be  cautioufly  meddled 
with.  In  a  good  caufe,  on  a  found  bottom,  the 
force  of  this  country  can  crufh  America  to  atoms. 
I  know  the  valour  of  your  troops.  1  know  the 
fkill  of  your  officers.  There  is  not  a  company  of 
foot  that  has  fer-ved  in  America,  out  of  which  you 
may  not  pick  a  man  of  iufficien.t  knowledge  and 
experience,  to  make  a  governor  of  a  colony  there. 
But  on  this  ground,  on  the  Stamp- Adt,  when  fo 
many  here  will  think  it  a  crying  injuftice,  1  arn 
one  who  will  lift  my  hands  againft  it. 

“  In  fuch  a  caufe,  your  fuccefs  would  be  ha¬ 
zardous.- — -America,  if  fhe  fell,  would  fall  like 
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the  ftrong  man.  She  would  embrace  the  pillars 
of  the  ftate,  and  pull  down  the  conftitution  along 
with  her.  Is  this  your  boafted  peace?  Not  to 
fheath  the  fword  in  its  fcabbard,  but  to  fheath  it 
in  the  bowels  of  your  countrymen?  Will  you 
quarrel  with  yourfelves,  now  the  whole  houfe  of 
Bourbon  is  united  againft  you  ?  While  France 
difturbs  your  fifheries  in  Newfoundland,  embar- 
rafies  your  Have  trade  to  Africa,  and  with-holds 
from  your  fubjedts  in  Canada,  their  property  fti- 
pulated  by  treaty  ;  while  the  ranfom  for  the  Ma¬ 
nillas  is  denied  by  Spain,  and  its  gallant  conqueror 
bafely  traduced  into  a  mean  plunderer,  a  gentle¬ 
man,  (Colonel  Draper)  whofe  noble  and  gene¬ 
rous  fpirit  would  do  honour  to  the  proudeft  gran¬ 
dee  of  the  country.  The  Americans  have  not 
afted  in  all  things  with  prudence  and  temper. 
They  have  been  wronged.  They  have  been 
driven  to  madnefs  by  injuftice.  Will  you  punifh 
them  for  the  madnefs  you  have  occafioned  ?  Ra¬ 
ther  let  prudence  and  temper  come  firft  from  this 
fide.  I  will  undertake  for  America,  that  /lie  will 
follow  the  example.  There  are  two  lines  in  a 
ballad  of  Prior’s,  of  a  man’s  behaviour  to  his 
wife,  fo  applicable  to  you  and  your  colonies,  that 

S  cannot  help  repeating  them  : 

* 

6t  Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blind  : 

<c  Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind,3’ 

4C  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the 
houfe  what  is  really  my  opinion.  It  is,  that  the 
Stamp-Adt  be  repealed  absolutely,  to¬ 
tally,  and  immediately.  That  the  reafon 
for  the  repeal  be  afligned,  becaufe  it  was  founded 
on  an  erroneous  principle.  At  the  lame  time, 
let  the  fovereign  authority  of  this  country  over 

£he  colonies,  be  afferted  in  as  lirong  terms  as 

can 
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tan  be  devifed,  and  be  made  to  extend  to  every 
point  of  legiflation  whatfoever.  That  we  may 
bind  their  trade,  confine  their  manufactures, 
and  exercife  every  power  whatfoever,  except 
that  of  taking  their  money  out  of  their  pockets 

without  their  confent !”- - 

The  part  which  Mr.  Pitt  took  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  was  in  general  extremely  acceptable  to 
the  people  of  the  Mother-country  ;  but  the 
Americans  were  extravagant  in  their  acclama¬ 
tions.  They  confidered  the  repeal  of  the  Starnp- 
Act  which  immediately  followed,  as  a  bleffing 
principally  procured  by  his  means  ;  and  fpoke 
confequently  both  of  his  head  and  his  heart  in 
the  rr.oft  vehement  terms  of  admiration  :  nor 
was  their  gratitude  confined  to  words  •,  they 
ftruck  medals  in  honour  of  their  deliverer,  and 
fent  over  for  ftatues  of  him,  which  they  erected 
in  their  cities,  with  every  teftimony  of  the 
deeped  refpeft,  and  the  warmed  affeftion.  In 
fiiort,  didinguifhing  as  the  marks  of  public  re¬ 
gard  had  been,  which  he  formerly  received  on 
this  fide  the  water,  dill  the  indances  of  venera¬ 
tion  which  were  now  fhewn  him  beyond  the 
Atlantic,  were  carried  fo  much  farther,  as  to 
leave  room  for  no  pofiible  increafe,  unlels  they 
aftually  worfhipped  him  as  a  divinity. 

The  lad  tranfadlion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which  can 
have  a  place  in  thefe  papers,  was  that  of  July 
30,  lad,  when  the  minidry,  under  his  aufpices, 
underwent  an  almod  total  change,  principally 
occafioned  by  a  ncceflity  of  employing  men  whole 
deadinefs,  fortitude,  and  underdanding,  might 
guide  the  helm  of  date,  through  the  many  fo¬ 
reign  and  domedic  feas  of  trouble,  which  feemed 
ready  to  overwhelm  us,  and  to  which  the  late 
adminidraticn  appeared  not  to  be  equal.  It  was 
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?emorabIc  period  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  ere- 
ced  Vifcount  Pitt,  of  Pynfent-Burton,  in  So- 
rnenetfliire,  and  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  appointed 
Lord  Privy-Seal;  the  Duke  of  Grafton  fuc- 
ceeded  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  at  the  head 
of  the  treafury  ;  Mr.  Charles  Townfend  was 
made  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Dowdefwell ;  Lord  Shelburne,  fecretary  of 
rtate  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  » 
and  Lord  Camden  fucceeded  the  Earl  of  Nor- 
thington,  who  became  prefident  of  the  council, 
as  lord  chancellor. 


x  ‘f  acceptance  of  a  peerage,  and  a  pofi: 
wherein  he  could  not  fo  effentially  ferve  the 
Public,  has  been  improved  into  a  thoufand  ca¬ 
lumnies  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which,  inftead  of  entering 
into  a  difeuffion  of,  we  fliall  reafon  upon  in  the 
words  of  a  late  writer*. 

The  gentlemen  who  are  fo  highly  offended 
witn  Mr,  Pitt  becaufe  he  did  not  come  into 
iome  adive  department  of  the  adminiftration; 
lecm  to  think  tnat  he  fhouid  be  as  totally  ex¬ 
empted  from  bodily  decays  as  from  mental  im¬ 
pel  fedions ;  they  do  not  confider  that  this  great 
man  is  now  in  the  decline  of  life,  that  he  has 
been  long  finking  under  the  almoft  unremitting 
feverity  of  a  dreadful  diforder,  and  that  for 
feveral  times  of  late  he  has  been  carried  into 
the  Home  of  Commons  by  his  friends,  wrapped 
up  in  flannels,  and  totally  unable  to  ftand 
where  it  was  even  neceflary  for  him  to  fpeak 
upon  the  bufinefs  of  his  country  ;  they  do  not 
confider  that  reft  and  relaxation  are  now  entirely 
requifite  to  give  the  fhort  remainder  of  life  fome 
little  tafte  o t  tranquility.  They  do  not  recoiled, 

that 
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that:  like  other  men  he  mull  be  fenfible  of  pain, 
and  have  ideas  of  pleafure  ;  be  defirous  to  avoid 
the  ftroke  of  adverfity,  and  foJicitous  to  balk  a 
moment  in  the  genial  funfhine  of  content.  On 
the  contrary,  attentive  only  to  the  narrow-minded 
confiderations  of  their  own  intereft,  they  will  not 
allow  him  the  fmalleft  interval  of  repofe  ;  and 
inftead  of  thanking  him  for  the  numberlefs  blef- 
fings  which  they  have  already  pofleflfed  through 
his  means,  they  load  him  with  obloquy  and  re¬ 
proach,  becaufe  he  will  not  facrifice  himfelf  en¬ 
tirely  in  their  fervice,  and  breathe  out  his  very  laffc 
in  the  Herculean  labours  of  a  frefh  adminiftra- 
tion. 

Had  the  gentlemen,  however,  who  cenfure 
Mr.  Pitt  fo  highly  for  accepting  only  a  fine-cure 
in  the  government,  been  actuated  by  any  p  in- 
ciples  either  of  gratitude  or  generofity,  they 
would  rather  on  this  occafion  rejoice  than  be 
offended  with  his  determination  ;  they  would 
have  been  pleafed  that  a  man,  who  had  done 
them  fuch  efiential  fervices,  was  now  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  reap  fome  advantages  for  himfelf,  and 
that  in  the  evening  of  his  days  he  found  an  ho¬ 
nourable  and  eafy  means  to  provide  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  his  family  *  but  no— his  place  and 
his  title  are  the  infamous  wages  of  corruption  ; 
they  are  not  given  him  as  rewards  for  palb  me¬ 
rits,  but  to  prevent  him  from  corifei  ;  future 
benefits  on  his  country  *,  and  it  is  neither  the  con- 
fideration  of  health,  nor  the  motive  of  happi- 
nefs,  by  which  he  is  influenced,  but  the  paltry, 
the  fcandalous  defire  of  accumulating  wealth 
and  honours  for  his  poflerity. 

If  gentlemen  aje  really  determined  to  fhut 
their  ears  againft  the  fenfe  of  conviction,  it  is 
in  vain  for  me  to  argue,  But  if  by  Mr.  Pitt's  pall 
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life  we  may  be  allowed  to  form  any  idea  of  hif 
prefent  conduce,  there  can  be  but  little  room  to 
charge  him  with  either  being  allured  from  the 
intereft  of  his  country,  by  the  glitter  of  ai  title, 
or  the  advantages  of  a  place.  We  all  know  ex¬ 
tremely  well  when  he  enjoyed  the  pay-mafterfhip 
of  the  forces,  notwithdanding  the  flendernefs  of 
his  fortune  at  that  time,  he  neverthelefs  threw 
up  a  very  large  (hare  of  thofe  perquifites,  which 
had  always  been  confidered  as  the  indifputable 
due  of  his  predeceflfors,  and  had  been  condantly 
enjoyed  by  the  mod  difintereded  of  thofe  geri- 
tlemen  who  ever  held  the  place.  We  alfo  know, 
that  during  the  time  of  his  adminiftration,  when 
the  whole  treafurcs  of  the  kingdom  were  irl  a 
manner  at  his  immediate  difpofal,  his  circum- 
ftances  were  remarkably  moderate,  and  no  expe¬ 
dients  whatever  were  made  ufe  of  to  raife  the 
opulence  of  his  family.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be 
reafonably  fuppofed  that  a  man,  who  during  his 
whole  life  has  been  notorious  for  his  difregard 
of  money,  fhould  now  when  his  fortune  is 
greatly  encreafed  become  the  (lave  of  avarice, 
and  to  ufe  a  phrafe  which  Mr.  Pitt  himfelf  once 
applied  to  a  well  known  commoner,  “  Launch 
«  out  into  fin  in  proportion  as  he  wanted  temp- 
“  ration.”  But  let  us  even  fuppofe  that  Mr. 
Pitfs  health  was  no  way  impaired,  <*nu  that  in 
oppofition  to  the  general  tenor  of  his  former 
life,  he  is  now  become  the  raoft  avaricious  of 
mankind — dill  by  this  rule  his  accepting  of  the 
privy  leal  will  be  utterly  inconfident  with  the 
charge  of  avarice.  An  avaricious  man  would 
have  greedily  leized  on  that  employment  •’  hicli 
appeared  the  bed  calculated  to  promote  his  inte¬ 
reft;  the  difference  of  three  or  four  thoufand 
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jmich  importance  to  him  *  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
numberlefs  offices  which  are  in  the  gift  of  par¬ 
ticular  departments,  and  which  a  miferly  mind 
might  eafily  turn  to  a  valuable  account.  If, 
therefore,  Mr.  Pitt  was  able  to  go  through  the 
fatigues  of  bufinefs,  every  body  will  allow  that 
he  lacrificed  his  own  intereft  by  not  accepting  of 
a  more  lucrative  employment  than  the  privy  leal, 
fince  every  body  acknowledges  that  he  could 
have  his  choice  of  offices.  A  fecretaryfhip  of 
ftate,  or  the  firft  feat  in  the  treafury,  had  not 
only  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  his  parfimony, 
but  the  ends  of  his  popularity,  and  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  cither  would  have  equally  promoted  his 
intereft  and  his  reputation.  Confequently,  as 
he  chofe  an  employment  fo  greatly  inferior  in 
value,  we  cannot  fuppofe  avarice  to  be  the  mo¬ 
tive  of  his  choice,  and  if  we  do  not  imagine 
him  influenced  by  the  love  of  money,  to  what 
end  can  we  afcribe  his  conduft  but  to  the  natu¬ 
ral  decay  of  age,  and  the  encreafe  of  infirmities. 

But  had  it  been  poffible  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  be¬ 
come  the  dupe  of  a  certain  unpopular  nobleman, 
at  the  prefent  period,  what  prevented  him  from 
liftening  to  that  nobleman’s  overtures  when  he 
threw  up  the  feals  in  the  year  1761.  At  that 
time,  he  might  have  made  his  own  terms  with 
the  favourite,  and  at  that  time,  the  fame  title 
which  has  been  now  faid  to  influence  ins  con- 
duff,  was  ready  for  liis  acceptance ;  but  he 
fcorned  to  be  the  dupe  of  any  man — Nay,  he 
threw  up  becauie  he  was  not  abfoiutcly  allowed 
to  guide  ;  and  fo  far  from  behaving  with  any 
abjeftnefs  of  fpiiit,  the  public  were  almoft  ready 
to  acknowledge  that  he  afted  with  too  much. 
Mr.  Pitt’s  confeqiience  has  been  no  way  dimi- 
nilhed  fince  that  period,  nor  has  the  favourite’s 
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importance  received  any  encreafe.  On  die 
contrary,  Mr.  Pitt’s  confideration  has  rather  been 
enhanced  and  the  influence  of  the  favourite, 
if  any  thing,  has  been  leffened.  From  which  it 
is  no  way  unreafonable  to  infer,  that  if  Mr.  Pitt, 
when  his  circumftances  were  much  lefs  affluent, 
had  pride  enough  ,to  defpife  an  accommodation 
with  the  unpopular  nobleman,  who  was  then  in 
the  zenith  of  his  power,  he  has  now  a  fufficient 
fiiare  of  pride  to  deipife  an  accommodation  with 
him,  when  he  (the  favourite)  is  fo  apparently 
deprived  of  weight  and  authority. 

But  be  matters  as  they  may,  it  is  frill  the  in- 
difputabie  duty  of  the  public  not  to  argue  in 
a  cafe  of  this  important  nature  from  mere  con¬ 
jecture,  fince  gratitude  as  well  as  equity  obliges 
us  to  wait  for  faffs,  A  tide  is  no  way  infa¬ 
mous  but  where  it  is  conferred  as  the  wages  of 
corruption.  Hitherto  every  body  mud  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  Mr.  Pitt  has  deferved  the  higheft 
reward  for  his  public  virtue ;  till  we  have 
fome  certain  proof  that  he  has  received  it  for 
other  purpofes,  let  us  juftly  as  well  as  gene- 
roufly  confider  his  as  granted  on  that  account. 
A  readinefs  to  fin  peel  the  principles  of  thofe 
who  have  been  long  eminent  for  their  worth, 
may  indicate  our  knowledge  of  the  w.orld,  but  it 
never  will  do  any  credit  to  the  benignity  of  our 
hearts.  Let  us  not  for  fear  Mr.  Pitt  may  forfeit 
his  integrity,  run  into  the  very  error  we  con¬ 
demn,  and  madly  relinquifn  all  pretenfions  to 
honefty  ourfelves.  Let  us  not  rob  a  man  who 
has  faved  us,  our  wives  and  our  children  from 
inevitable  deftruftion,  of  what  is  much  dearer 
to  him  than  life,  his  reputation  •,  ncr  be  offend¬ 
ed  that  he  has  now  obtained,  what  we  always 
thought  he  richly  merited,  a  diftinguiffled 
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mark  of  approbation  from  his  fovereign.  On 
the  contrary,  let  us  rejoice,  that  the  goodnefs  of 
that  fovereign  has  fanftified  our  efteem,  and  fet 
fo  honourable  a  feal  upon  the  affedtion  of  the 
public. 

Inconfidericy  has  been  too  long  the  character 
of  this  infatuated  country,  the  inftability  of  our 
temper  is  become  an  abfolute  proverb  among 
our  neighbours,  and  it  is  high  time  that  we  en¬ 
deavour  at  edablifhing  a  different  reputation  : 
what  mud  all  the  people  of  Europe  think, 
what  muft  the  whole  world  think,  when  they 
find  us  in  a  flame,  becaule  the  very  fird  objedt 
of  our  regard  has  received  fuch  a  mark  of  his 
majedy’s  favour,  as  we  ourfelves  have  continually 
tidied  him  !  Ever  fince  his  majedy’s  acceflion 
we  have  lamented  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  not  honour¬ 
ed  with  a  principal  fhare  of  the  royal  confidence  ; 
and  that  a  minidry  was  not  formed  to  that  gen¬ 
tleman’s  approbation.  He  is  now  pofleffed  of 
the  royal  confidence.  A  minidry  is  now  formed 
to  his  wifhes,  and  we  are  milerable.  In  fhorr, 
without  having  done  any  thing  in  nature  but 
complied  with  our  mod  earned  defires,  we  rob 
him  at  once  of  our  confidence  ;  and  indead  of 
fympathizing  with  thofe  infirmities  which  render 
him  unable  to  undergo  an  excefs  of  fatigue,  his 
very  misfortunes  become  criminal,  and  we  ex¬ 
claim  againd  his  want  of  health  as  an  adtual 
want  cf  affedlion  for  his  country.  The  felon  at 
our  bar,  though  feized  in  the  vefy  adt  of  ra¬ 
pine  *,  the  murderer  in  our  dungeon*,  though 
reeking  from  the  effufion  of  blood,  are  never- 
thelefs  judged  innoccnuby  the  lenity  of  our  laws, 
till  they  are  judicially  convidted  of  crimes  :  but 
the  man  who  has  greatly  ferved  the  date,  who 
feas  not  only  fnatched  it  from  the  mod  certain 
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deftruction,  but  raifed  it  to  an  unexampled 
height  of  glory,  is  condemned  without  a  hear¬ 
ing ;  is  facrificed  without  a  proof  •,  his  accept- 
ance  of  thofe  honours  which  we  ourfelves  judge 
to  be  his  due,  is  his  guilt;  and  we  take  away 
more  than  his  fortune,  and  his  life,  becaufe  he 
has  gratified  our  warmed  inclinations.  While 
this  is  the  juftice,  while  this  is  the  gratitude  of 
England,  every  man  who  wifhes  well  to  his  own 
inrereft,  or  honour,  muft  be  fearful  of  engag¬ 
ing  in  her  caufe  ;  muft  fluid der  at  .{landing 
up  in  her  defence ;  and  the  general  run  of  mi- 
nifters  will  think  themfelves  even  juftified  in 
betraying  her  moft  effential  regards,  when  dis¬ 
grace  and  execration  are  the  only  returns  which 
thofe  are  to  expeft  who  ferve  her  with  the 
greatefl  fidelity.35 


We  muft  profefs  we  entirely  agree  in  fenti- 
ment  with  this  writer,  and  difdain  the  many 
dirty  and  prefumptuous  afiertions  that  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  calumniate  this  truly  great  man,  and 
inflexible  patriot.  The  world  will  icon  have 
proofs  that  Lord  Chatham’s  titles  and  appear¬ 
ance  at  court,  will  be  productive  of  the  moft 
falutary  effe&s  to  tilde  kingdoms,  that  his  coun¬ 
cils  will  once  more  awake  us  from  our  fupinenefs 


to  fnine  in  meridian  luftre  ;  that  our  infidious 
enemies  will  be  forced  to  come  to  proper  ex¬ 
planations,  and  make  thorough  compenfation 
for  their  delays  in  fulfilling,  or  arts  in  evading, 
their  compliance  with  the  moft  folemn  treaties. 
Fadtion  itfelf  will  be  dumb,  the  impurities  fo 
illiberally  caft  at  the  iVUniJier  of  the  People , 
will  be  wiped  clean  away,  and  the  torrent 
of  abide  and  fcandal  fall  on  the  heads  qf  the 
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propagators : 

So 
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So  the  pure  limpid  ftream,  when  Foul  with 
ftains. 

Of  driving  torrents  and  impetuous  rains, 

"Works  itftrlf  clear,  and  as  it  runs,  refines. 

Till,  by  degrees,  the  floating  mirror  fhines  ; 
Reflefts  each  flower,  that  on  its  border  grows.. 
And  a  new  heaven  in  its  fair  bofom  fhews. 

Addison-. 


F  I  N  I  S. 


Kimu 
_ 


\ 


¥  & 


( 


